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Debbie

Minister of

Polmont Old Parish Church
2015 - 2026

‘We wish you all the best
for this new chapter
in your ministry

P

from all your friends
in Polmont Old
X
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11.00am

12noon

Sunday Worship at Polmont Old

MORNING WORSHIP
Kidzone

ACTs (After Church Teas) in Fellowship Room

COMMUNION SUNDAY

The Lord’s Supper will be
celebrated on

Sunday 4™ October
11.00am

Conducted by Rev Fiona Crawford
Presbytery Clerk

All welcome

Retiring Offering for Blythswood

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY

Sunday 8" November 2026

Morning Service
10.50am

Polmont Old Parish Church

Polmont Community Council
Remembrance Service — 12noon
@ Cenotaph in Polmont Cemetery

HARVEST THANKSGIVING
SERVICE

Sunday 18™ October 2026
Polmont Old Parish Church
11.00am
Conducted by Rev Stuart Fulton

Donations of non-perishable goods
suitable for Falkirk Foodbank or a
cash donation will be most welcome

PARISH REGISTER

23" August 2026
This was a special day for our newest member,
AKIKO HAGA
She was baptised, after which she made
her public profession of faith
and became a member of Polmont Old.

DEADLINE FOR
NEXT EDITION OF TWINSPIRE

This is due for publication on
Sunday 29" November 2026

Deadline for the submission of articles is
Wednesday 18" November 2026

Send articles by email to
twinspire@polmontold.org.uk
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A last word

| was asked to write something for St Andrews University’s Chaplaincy’s booklet, and the blurb
| submitted included, “lI am fortunate to have been ordained in the Church of Scotland, and to have
been able to serve as a parish minister.”

| feel fortunate indeed to have been your minister, but the time has come that in Polmont Old my
work is done.

Every stage in my life has turned out to be a preparation for the next stage. While my parish
ministry has come to an end, | will have started a new ministry in the University of St Andrews
when you read this.

God brought us together in March 2015 and has now separated us.

What that means for me is that | leave behind, not only Polmont Old. | leave behind the Lower
Braes cluster in which there is a remnant that chooses to move forward towards a union to be a
new church.

To me it is hardly possible not to see this remnant in the light of who God is:
¢ the God who once began small, in an insignificant place, in a stable.

¢ the God who does not let go what His Hand began.

¥ the God who began and, over and over again, begins small, in places where people stand
firm in faith and have reverence for Him.

Think of a secret game that is played in one man’s heart, against God, as it was in Judas’ heart. Did
Jesus ever try to stop Judas from carrying out his plan to betray Him with the loving act of a kiss?

On the contrary.

When He had His Last Supper with His disciples, Jesus told Judas to carry out his intent without
delay. Jesus knew Judas’ deceitful heart. Jesus knew that the evil plan of betrayal had its place in
God’s strategy, which was higher and stronger than the one Judas was carrying out.

This is how the Church came into being: through God’s plan, as it unfolded in the midst of fierce
opposition. Opposition was and is given its place, but was not and is not given the victory it aimed
and aims for.

Those who choose to follow God through Jesus; those who dare to form a remnant in His Name,
share in His Victory, while being deeply aware of the need for sincerely praying for a pure heart,

Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me
(Psalm 51:10)

After all is said and done by me, God continues, in His mysterious ways, to speak to you and work
for you, while hoping that you want to work for and with Him.

May you be receptive to His words and deeds.

Every blessing.
Rev. Debbie van Welie
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UPDATE ON PLANNING AND IMPLEMENTATION ENGAGEMENT

The Results of the Votes on Sunday 13t September 2026

Polmont - 67 present
Votes for the Union: Yes = 29; No =33 (2 void)
Votes for the Reviewable Tenure: Yes = 41; No =21 (2 void)

Laurieston - 29 members present:
Votes for the Union: Yes = 3; No =21 (3 void)
Votes for the Reviewable Tenure: Yes = 3; No =18 (3 void)

Redding & Westquarter - 30 present:
Votes for the Union: Yes = 30

Votes for the Reviewable Tenure: Yes = 30
(both votes unanimous)

The outcome of the votes will be reported to Presbytery on Saturday 19th Sept and a report will
be brought to Presbytery at its meeting on 31st October. Presbytery will be in touch with Session
Clerks and Interim Moderators re the citing of Congregations regarding any response they may
wish to make, in the light of the Planning & Implementation’s decision to take the matter before
Presbytery in October.

However, we already know that the Planning and Implementation team has advised us that they
intend (unless they change their mind) to recommend to the Presbytery that the union goes
ahead.

As you will have read in the letter you received from Debbie prior to the vote:

“We are not financially secure as a congregation. Rather than slide towards bankruptcy, it would
be better to go ahead into the Union and continue our work as part of a larger, stronger, united
congregation. Supporting the union would indicate your belief that the body of Christ is the Church.
As members of His Church, you made the promise to stay loyal to Him.

The Church is not a building. The Church is the people.”

A WORD FROM
OUR INTERIM MODERATOR

At this time of change within Polmont Old Parish, our presbytery, and the Church of Scotland
nationally, | have been appointed to take up the post of Interim Moderator for Polmont Old. As
Debbie leaves the area to continue with God’s work in her new calling in St. Andrews, | wish her
well as she moves on to the next chapter in her life and God’s plan for her.

Although | have already met several of you at church services and the Kirk Session meeting, |
thought | should introduce myself to everyone. | am currently an elder in Dunipace Parish Church
of Scotland as well as being Mission Enabler in our Presbytery of Forth Valley and Clydesdale.
| have been involved in mission for many years at local, presbytery and national level, from the
days of Mission and Discipleship and Summer Mission, through the Impact years to the present
day. My professional life was spent in education and many folk may have met me through
Girlguiding and Trefoil Guild.
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As we move forward in Polmont with God’s guidance, we will work towards developing Polmont
Old Parish’s Congregational Action Plan from its Visionary Mission Statement. My involvement in
Girlguiding has seen me sit round many a campfire and therefore Brunner’s statement, that | am
sure many are familiar with, “The Church exists by mission, just as a fire exists by burning,” has
real meaning for me. Just as the pile of gathered logs does not become the campfire until there
are flames, a group of people does not become a church until there is a commitment to the
Mission of God. As you, as members of Polmont Old continue to commit yourselves to listening to
God and continuing on the journey of discipleship and mission, | look forward to working with you
in the months ahead.

Sheila Kerr

STEWARDSHIP AND FINANCE UPDATE

This article covers July and August 2026. In addition to donations from members and

friends, we received income from hall lets, ACTS, a Gift Aid tax reclaim and sales of

Sandra’s jam. We also received a donation from the Snowdrop Café for their use of

the hall, and a compensation payment of £285 from SP Energy Networks relating to
a power cut at the church at the time of Storm Eowyn in 2025.

All our normal bills have been paid as usual, plus some repairs and maintenance. We continue to
take all “fabric-related” expenditure from our restricted fabric fund.

As mentioned in the last Twinspire, in July we sent around £136 each to the Christian Service
Society and Operation Mobilisation (for the mission work we support in Bangladesh and
Zimbabwe respectively), and sent £122.70 to the DEC Venezuela earthquake appeal.

| hope many of you were able to support the coffee morning which was held in August, in support
of the work of Strathcarron Hospice. | am pleased to say that the final total raised was £1,325.74,
and this has been sent to Strathcarron.

Nowadays “hospice care” isn’t just a place. It’s a team of people, working together in the Hospice
and across homes, hospitals, schools and communities, bringing specialist care, comfort and
connection when it’s needed most. All the support they offer is free and according to their website
they need to raise £19,452 every single day to keep their services running, as only a third of their
costs are funded by the Government.

Thank you for everything you do and everything you give to help us to support these charities, as
well as supporting the work of the church locally and nationally.

Lorna, on behalf of the Stewardship and Finance team (Lorna and Nancy)

SHOEBOX APPEAL 2026

Leaflets are available at the front door of the church, at the
ACTs counter in the Fellowship Room or from Betty Glen. If you don’t want to fill a shoebox, cash
donations are most welcome to help pay for the transport costs to the European countries of
Albania, Bulgaria, Hungary, Kosovo, Moldova, Romania, Serbia and Ukraine.

The last Sunday for handing in the shoeboxes to the church is Sunday 1°* November.

Many thanks, Betty Glen




TWINSPIRE #109 1 September 2026

IMPORTANT WARNING ABOUT A SCAM

The Church of Scotland
The Presbytery of Forth Valley and Clydesdale

To: Presbytery Members and Session Clerks

The Church of Scotland has been made aware of fake websites promoting a Church of Scotland fundraising
lottery — both at a national level and also purporting to be individual churches.

These websites look very professional but are nothing to do with the Church and staff at the National Office
have reported them to the appropriate authorities as a matter of urgency. A key indicator is the web
address being used misspells Scotland with two ‘c’s.

If any Church members have concerns about these fake websites, they can contact our Law Department via
email on LAWDEPT @churchofscotland.org.uk

If you are aware of any members having given money to this scam, please ask them to contact Police
Scotland.

For the avoidance of doubt, the Church of Scotland does not run a fundraising lottery.
Please make your Kirk Session and congregation aware of this information.

Kindest regards,

Rev Fiona Crawford | Presbytery Clerk | Presbytery of Forth Valley and Clydesdale

LETTER TO EDITOR

Nl The Snowdrop Café CROSSREACH
Can | pay tribute to Helen Watson, Alice Cumming CALENDARS 2027

and their excellent hard working teams both in the
hall and the kitchen.

On offer every week is homemade soup (choice of
2), sandwiches, sausage rolls, salads and toasties, a
fine array of cakes and scones baked by the
volunteers. There’s tea and coffee on tap.

Your lunch is paid by donation and by September
£35,000 has been donated to local charities.

The company is good and the chatter loud. The
ladies have organised days out with high tea and an
annual visit to the pantomime.

You can order these through
If you haven’t been, why don’t you come along and JANET ANDERSON
try it. You’ll be made most welcome with a smile.

£6.00 each

A lady who lunches
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WEDNESDAY CLUB

We began our new session on Wednesday oth September with an almost full house. It was great to
see members again after the summer break, and some new members too joined us for the
afternoon.

Our autumn outing this year will take place on Wednesday 21* October leaving at 1pm from the
church hall car park. We are having a bus run around Loch Earn followed by afternoon tea at
Caulders, Linlithgow. Cost will be £20 to members, as this outing is being subsidised by Age
Concern. This bus can take anyone who normally is unable to climb the bus steps. We hope this
will allow some of our members, who have been unable to join us before, to be with us on this
day.

Our last meeting for this year will be Wednesday 16™ December, a Christmas party afternoon.

Janice Morrison
Secretary

The Wednesday Club is looking for helpers to set up the
tables and chairs in the hall on a Wednesday morning
at 11.00am.

If you can help in any way, please speak to Betty Glen
or Virginia Dagger.

POLMONT CHURCH HALL CHRISTMAS FAYRE

Sunday 29" November 2026
12noon until 3pm

Entry £1 (children free)

Lots of local crafters selling:
Candles, Jewellery, Cards, Flowers & Wreaths,
Christmas Gifts & Toys,
Home Baking, Handmade Fudge & Sweets,
Wood & Glass Gifts

Café serving tea, coffee and soft drinks, hot mince pies
and homemade shortbread.
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2" POLMONT BOYS’ BRIGADE

MEET OUR ANCHOR BOYS 2026/27

It’s been a busy start to our new session; we have 17 boys at the moment. We are very pleased to
have Alfie returning to help at Anchor Boys along with Mrs Simpson, Cerys and myself.

This session in Anchor Boys, our theme will be ‘People Who Help Us”. We will be looking at the
work of the Emergency Services, Guide Dogs, NHS Staff to name a few.

Here are some photos of our boys.

Mrs McKechnie,
Officer in Charge (2™ Polmont Anchor Boys)
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Monday 20th July

2"° POLMONT CAMP DIARY
Craigtoun Park, St. Andrews

The Company

Advance party had a well-deserved (needed) swim & shower. All other boys arrived late morning
and after lunch headed into St Andrews for a treasure hunt. Dinner was pasta bolognese followed
by Swiss roll. Evening activities included manhunt, badminton, making tie-dye t-shirts and adding
to the 2nd Polmont play list. Everyone in their tents around 11pm and settled down fairly quickly.

(Think the Captain was
probably first asleep!!)

Tuesday 21st July

The boys enjoyed a
day away at Monikie
Country Park where
they took part in
paddle boarding and
kayaking. They also
got to use the aqua
park. We had chicken
curry and chips for
dinner and chocolate
Swiss roll for dessert.
The boys then spent
the evening playing
rounders and headed

to bed at around 10:30pm.

Water sports at Monikie
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Wednesday 22™ July

We had a visit from the Royal Navy. Boys
were fully engaged with active tasks and our
version of the Dragon’s Den. Former 2"
Polmont Captain Brian Crawford and his wife
Margaret visited the camp and brought lots
of sweet treats with them, along with Camp
Memories from 2" Polmont over the years.
Fajitas for dinner followed by strawberries
and meringues. After dinner the boys
enjoyed a visit to St Andrews Bowling Club
for a couple of games and once again the
members made them very welcome. French
Toast for supper!

Thursday 23" July
Beach day — staff and boys headed to Royal Navy engineering challenge
Tentsmuir Beach for most of the afternoon.
When they returned it was time for legendary camp stir fry for dinner. In the evening the boys
undertook an A-Z scavenger hunt before enjoying some team games and sports. As this was our
last night we finished the evening with some fun games in the marquee and French toast and
sweet treats for supper.

Friday 24" July

Time to pack up and head home after a very enjoyable week. We were lucky with the weather and
the boys (as always) were a credit to the company. Thanks to all the staff and parents who gave up
time to be at the camp or who helped transport equipment.

Alan & Helen Ward

Marquee Sing-a-long
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Don’t
FORGET!
= N
)
Welcome Flower Flower After Church Teas
Teams Donors Distributors ACTs
OCTOBER
gt B Age Concern Team B Virginia Dagger
Betty Glen
11t B Elspeth Wood Team B Liz Erskine
18t B Nancy Rule Team B Janet Mason
25t B VACANT Team B Bob and Marjorie Gregory
NOVEMBER
1% C VACANT Team C Liz Erskine
gth C Jean Glen Team C HELP REQUIRED
15 C VACANT Team C HELP REQUIRED
22" C Helen Young Team C HELP REQUIRED
29" C VACANT Team C HELP REQUIRED
CONTACT Nancy Rule Nancy Rule Margaret Connor

REQUEST FOR HELP with ACTs

You will notice that there are a number of Sundays when there are no names on
the rota for serving teas and coffees after morning service. If you think you could
help with this, please speak to Margaret Connor.

FLOWER ROTA

You will notice from the above that there are a few ‘vacant’ Sundays when
there is no-one donating flowers to decorate the church. If you feel that
this is something you would like to contribute to, please speak to Nancy.
You do not need to arrange the flowers yourself, if you feel that is not your
‘thing’ — Nancy is more than willing to arrange them for you.

If you wish the flowers to be donated in memory of a loved one, do let her know too. She would
also be pleased to know if there is anyone you would like the flowers to be given to at the end of
the service.

10
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KIRK DIARY FOR OCT. &

OCTOBER

Thursday 1%

Snowdrop Café * 1.00pm — 3.00pm * Church Hall
BB Anchor Boys * 6.00pm - 7.00pm * Church Hall

Friday 2™

Chair Keep-Fit Class * 2.00pm — 3.00pm * Church Hall
BB Junior Section * 6.30pm - 8.00pm * Church Hall
BB Company Section * 7.30pm — 9.30pm * Church Hall

Sunday 4% COMMUNION

Morning Service * 11.00am *
Kidzone * 11.00am * Church
ACTs * 12 noon * Fellowship Room

Monday 5t

Baby Group * 12.00pm - 2.00pm * Church Hall

Wednesday 7%

Age Concern Wednesday Club * 2.00pm * Church Hall

Thursday g™

Snowdrop Café * 1.00pm — 3.00pm * Church Hall
BB Anchor Boys * 6.00pm - 7.00pm * Church Hall

Friday 9™

Chair Keep-Fit Class * 2.00pm — 3.00pm * Church Hall
BB Junior Section * 6.30pm - 8.00pm * Church Hall
BB Company Section * 7.30pm — 9.30pm * Church Hall

Sunday 11"

Morning Service * 11.00am
Kidzone * 11.00am * Church
ACTs * 12 noon * Fellowship Room

Monday 12"

Baby Group * 12.00pm - 2.00pm * Church Hall

Wednesday 14"

Age Concern Wednesday Club * 2.00pm * Church Hall

Thursday 15"

Snowdrop Café * 1.00pm — 3.00pm * Church Hall
NO BB Anchor Boys

Friday 16"

Chair Keep-Fit Class * 2.00pm — 3.00pm * Church Hall
NO BB Junior & Company Section s

Why was the Nobel Peace Prize awarded this year
to a Scarecrow?
Because .... He was out-standing in his field

Sunday 18™ HARVEST THANKSGIVING
Morning Service * 11.00am
NO Kidzone

ACTs * 12 noon * Fellowship Room

Monday 19"

Baby Group * 12.00pm - 2.00pm * Church Hall

Wednesday 21°

Age Concern Wednesday Club * Autumn Outing * 1.00pm * meet
at Church Hall Car Park

Thursday 22™

Snowdrop Café * 1.00pm — 3.00pm * Church Hall
NO BB Anchor Boys

Friday 23™

Chair Keep-Fit Class * 2.00pm — 3.00pm * Church Hall
NO BB Junior & Company Section s

Sunday 25"

Morning Service * 11.00am
NO Kidzone
ACTs * 12 noon * Fellowship Room

Monday 26"

Baby Group * 12.00pm - 2.00pm * Church Hall

Wednesday 28"

Age Concern Wednesday Club * 2.00pm * Church Hall

Thursday 29"

Snowdrop Café * 1.00pm — 3.00pm * Church Hall
BB Anchor Boys * 6.00pm - 7.00pm * Church Hall * Hallowe’en
Party

Friday 30"

Chair Keep-Fit Class * 2.00pm — 3.00pm * Church Hall
BB Junior Section * 6.30pm - 8.00pm * Church Hall
BB Company Section * 7.30pm — 9.30pm * Church Hall

NOVEMBER

Sunday 1%

Morning Service * 11.00am

Kidzone * 11.00am * Church

ACTs * 12noon * Fellowship Room

Last day for donations for the Shoebox Appeal

Monday 2™

Baby Group * 12.00pm - 2.00pm * Church Hall

Wednesday a*

Age Concern Wednesday Club * 2.00pm * Church Hall

Thursday 5t

Snowdrop Café * 1.00pm — 3.00pm * Church Hall
BB Anchor Boys * 6.00pm - 7.00pm * Church Hall

11
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Friday 6"

Chair Keep-Fit Class * 2.00pm — 3.00pm * Church Hall
BB Junior Section * 6.30pm - 8.00pm * Church Hall
BB Company Section * 7.30pm — 9.30pm * Church Hall

Sunday 8" REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY

Morning Service * 10.50am

Kidzone * 10.50am * Church

Community Council Remembrance Service * 12noon * Cenotaph,
Polmont Cemetery

Monday 9"

Baby Group * 12.00pm - 2.00pm * Church Hall

Wednesday 11"

Friday 27

Chair Keep-Fit Class * 2.00pm — 3.00pm * Church Hall
BB Junior Section * 6.30pm - 8.00pm * Church Hall
BB Company Section * 7.30pm — 9.30pm * Church Hall

Sunday 29" 1* Sunday in Advent

Morning Service * 11.00am

Kidzone * 11.00am * Church

ACTs * 12noon * Fellowship Room

‘Twinspire’ (Advent edition) published

CHRISTMAS FAYRE * 12noon — 3.00pm * Church Halls

Monday 30"

Baby Group * 12.00pm - 2.00pm * Church Hall

Age Concern Wednesday Club * 2.00pm * Church Hall

Thursday 12"

Snowdrop Café * 1.00pm — 3.00pm * Church Hall
BB Anchor Boys * 6.00pm - 7.00pm * Church Hall

Friday 13"

Chair Keep-Fit Class * 2.00pm — 3.00pm * Church Hall
BB Junior Section * 6.30pm - 8.00pm * Church Hall
BB Company Section * 7.30pm — 9.30pm * Church Hall

Sunday 157"

Morning Service * 11.00am
Kidzone * 11.00am * Church
ACTs * 12noon * Fellowship Room

Monday 16"

Baby Group * 12.00pm - 2.00pm * Church Hall

Wednesday 18"

Age Concern Wednesday Club * 2.00pm * Church Hall
Deadline for articles for ‘Twinspire’ Advent edition

Thursday 19"

Snowdrop Café * 1.00pm — 3.00pm * Church Hall
BB Anchor Boys * 6.00pm - 7.00pm * Church Hall

Friday 20"

Chair Keep-Fit Class * 2.00pm — 3.00pm * Church Hall
BB Junior Section * 6.30pm - 8.00pm * Church Hall
BB Company Section * 7.30pm — 9.30pm * Church Hall

Sunday 22™

Morning Service * 11.00am
Kidzone * 11.00am * Church
ACTs * 12noon * Fellowship Room

Monday 23™

Baby Group * 12.00pm - 2.00pm * Church Hall

Wednesday 25"

Age Concern Wednesday Club * 2.00pm * Church Hall

Thursday 26"

Snowdrop Café * 1.00pm — 3.00pm * Church Hall
BB Anchor Boys * 6.00pm - 7.00pm * Church Hall

Interim Moderator

Sheila Kerr
01324 715995

Session Clerk lan W McLean

Treasurer Lorna Farquhar

Church & Hall

Administrator Lynda McKechnie

Church Office
Church Hall
Main Street,
Polmont, FK2 OPT
01324 715995
email: contactus@polmontold.org.uk

Website
www.polmontold.org.uk

You will notice that there is one group missing
from the Kirk Diary.

The Share-a- Craft group has decided to call
it a day. A huge thank you to Grace Hodge and
Margaret Slater, who ran this popular self-help
group for the last almost 20 years. As far as |
can see, looking back through early issues of
Twinspire, they started in February 2007.
Initially they met on Tuesday mornings, but
mostly it has been Friday mornings.

Many crafts were tried, many cups of tea drunk,
many friendships made.
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