Genesis 1:1-15

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without
form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God
was hovering over the face of the waters.

And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. And God saw that the light
was good. And God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day,
and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning,
the first day.

And God said, “Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters, and let it
separate the waters from the waters.” And God made the expanse and separated the
waters that were under the expanse from the waters that were above the expanse.
And it was so. And God called the expanse Heaven. And there was evening and
there was morning, the second day.

And God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one
place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and
the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was
good.

And God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees
bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind, on the earth.” And it
was so. The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed according to their
own kinds, and trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind.
And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was morning, the
third day.

And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day
from the night. And let them be for signs and for seasons, and for days and years,
and let them be lights in the expanse of the heavens to give light upon the earth.”
And it was so.

John 1:1-5

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without
him was not any thing made that was made. In him was life, and the life was the light
of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

Sermon
And God said...

The reading from the gospel of John is a difficult one. In his own way, John takes us
to the beginning of Jesus’ life, which goes back before His birth in Bethlehem.

God made a new beginning. God made a new beginning when He sent His Son into
the world. And John articulates how God made this new beginning: by using the
language of Genesis. We are taken back to the story that tells how God created the
world.



‘And God said’...creation came into being through God speaking. John puts
emphasis on this spoken word from God: three times we hear it in the first verse:

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

But then in the second verse, a change. John then starts using the personal
pronoun, ‘He’.

He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without
him was not any thing made that was made.

And then in the following two verses, ‘Him’ is specified by John by saying that ‘life’ is
found in Him, which is the light of men:

In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness has not overcome it.

The life and the light....with these words; words spoken by God when He created the
world, John lets Jesus emerge. This Word, this Life and this Light...all that is Jesus,

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us (Verse 14)...Immanuel.

John does not describe what the darkness is. What he does say about darkness is
that it will not drive out the light. It does not have the power to do so.

Darkness....we see enough of it in the world. External darkness; outside us: the
wars; the horrendous crimes, how they leave families bereft; the consequences of
natural disasters. It is the reality we live in.

But there is also darkness that is not external, but internal, within us. That darkness
is specified in the book of James,

Let no one say when he is tempted, “l am being tempted by God,” for God cannot be
tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one. But each person is tempted when
he is lured and enticed by his own desire. Then desire when it has conceived gives

birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death. (James 1:13-15)

James uses the birth process as a metaphor for how sin emerges. He speaks about
desire that conceives. How does desire conceive? For conception needs two
elements. The desires that are within every human being conceive when they are
met with temptations. When the two merge, that is when desire conceives and gives
birth to sin. When sin is fully grown, James says, it brings forth death.

The way of death is the opposite way of the way that Christians choose. With that
choice come responsibilities. Responsibilities that are pointed out by James when he
says,

Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak,
slow to anger; for the anger of man does not produce the righteousness that God
requires. (James 1:19-20)

Quick to hear; eager to hear. The art of listening, particularly with empathy, does not
come naturally. Listening is a skill that needs to be learned. Technology has many



good things, but it does not help with learning listening skills. Something happens or
is said and the opinions and judgments from all over the world are thrown into the
world immediately, through social media.

Listening can be learned: here where we are together, by hearing His word.

For some it is easier than for others, but all can try their very best, and God knows
whether or not that is the case. When it is, thinking comes before speaking. When it
is not, there is quickness of speaking; of self-defence; of criticism; of judgment, all
close to anger. They do not produce the righteousness that God wants from us.

A way of life that aims for that righteousness implies praying for insight, for
discerning the things that come from God and distinguishing them from what comes
from us.

James spells out sharply that there is praying and praying,

You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions.
(James 4:3)

What James means is that praying is to be rooted in the knowledge that God gives
from His goodness. How do we get that knowledge? By listening to God’s Word, the
good Word that aims to be received and be implanted into your hearts.

Receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls.
(James 1:19-20)

This takes us back to the gospel of John, who by using the language of Genesis
proclaims that the word, the life and the light are intertwined and embodied in Christ.

Christ, the Word that became flesh for the purpose of saving our souls. God made a
new beginning through and with Jesus, while Jesus was already with God when the
world was created out of chaos and darkness.

God does not want the darkness in us that comes with sin. That is why He sent His
light into it; light right into the darkness and the darkness won’t overcome it. This light
guides away from the path of sin toward death. This light takes you onto the path of
life; the path on which you learn to discern what God wants you to discern, while He
goes His way with you.

Things beyond our seeing
things beyond our hearing
things beyond our imagining
Have all been prepared by God

For those who love Him (1 Corinthians 2:9)



