Bible Readings
Jeremiah 23:1-6

“Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture!” declares
the Lord. Therefore thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds
who care for my people: “You have scattered my flock and have driven them away,
and you have not attended to them. Behold, | will attend to you for your evil deeds,
declares the Lord. Then | will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the countries
where | have driven them, and | will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be
fruitful and multiply. | will set shepherds over them who will care for them, and they
shall fear no more, nor be dismayed, neither shall any be missing, declares the Lord.

“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when | will raise up for David a
righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute
justice and righteousness in the land. In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will
dwell securely. And this is the name by which he will be called: ‘The Lord is our
righteousness.’

Luke 23:33-43

And when they came to the place that is called The Skull, there they crucified him,
and the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. And Jesus said, “Father,
forgive them, for they know not what they do.” And they cast lots to divide his
garments. And the people stood by, watching, but the rulers scoffed at him, saying,
“He saved others; let him save himself, if he is the Christ of God, his Chosen One!”
The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine and saying, “If
you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” There was also an inscription over him,
“This is the King of the Jews.”

One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you not the
Christ? Save yourself and us!” But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear
God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed
justly, for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man has done
nothing wrong.” And he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your
kingdom.” And he said to him, “Truly, | say to you, today you will be with me in
paradise.”

Sermon A Different Kind of Justice

Justice. The justice we are familiar with is personified by lady Justice, a statue of a
woman who is blindfolded, while holding a sword in one hand and scales in the other
hand. The blindfolding symbolises impartiality: no bias nor favouritism towards any
person. The sword is the symbol of the power of the government to enforce the law
and the power to punish those who break it, after a balanced judgment. That
balanced judgment is symbolised by the scales.



It all seems to make sense.

However, when we turn to the bible, we find that justice is different from justice as it
is reflected by lady Justice.

In our New Testament passage, Jesus promises a criminal, who has been
condemned by the law and therefore is punished accordingly, access to paradise
with Him. So, instead of access to death, access to paradise.

After all that was said and done by this criminal in his life and what was said and
done by the law, this is where the man is allowed to go?

Paradise.
This does not sit well with the justice we are familiar with.

But let’s not forget who Jesus is: the Son of God. The Son of the God who in Hosea
says

| am God and not a man. (Hosea 11:9)
And this Son, Jesus, He is exactly like His Father.
What is His Father like then?

Already in the first book of the Bible, we see who God is, in the dialogue between
God and the first murderer: Cain. Cain had killed his brother Abel. Then God spoke
to Cain:

“What have you done? The voice of your brother’s blood is crying to me from the
ground. And now you are cursed from the ground, which has opened its mouth to
receive your brother’s blood from your hand. When you work the ground, it shall no
longer yield to you its strength. You shall be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth.”
(Genesis 4: 10-12)

Cain’s response to God was that the punishment was too big for him: greater than he
could bear. For being a fugitive and wanderer of the earth, Cain expected to be killed
by anyone who would fine him. However, what this murderer then receives from God
is mind blowing,

Not so! If anyone kills Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold.” And the
Lord put a mark on Cain, lest any who found him should attack him. (Genesis 4:15)

So, already here, we learn that not the punishment, but God’s grace has the last
word. And this God, who He is, unfolds. He presents Himself to Moses at the burning
bush with the Name, ‘I will be there’, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, will be
there.

God had a plan for the offspring of Jacob: for Israel. After leading them out of Egypt
He took them into the desert. There He gave the Ten Commandments so that they,
when they would practise them, would reflect who their gracious God was. He made

a covenant with Israel. With this, a solid partnership was established.



However, the plan was good, but the partners failed...

Where did God do then...? He did not let the plan go. Instead, He created His own
mysterious way. He would let His Son appear on earth. Through this Son, the Holy
One would shine. So, despite the failed partnership, God worked out His plan:

Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will raise up for David a
righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute
Justice and righteousness in the land (Jeremiah 23:5)

Born from a young Jewish girl, who was engaged to a Jewish young man. Born like
any other child. Brough up like any other Jewish boy, according to the Law of Moses.

This boy grew up,

And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man. (Luke
2:52)

He showed mercy for those who were shunned. He started dialogues with them: with
Zacheus, the tax collector. Jesus invited Himself in Zacheus’s house. When Jesus
left, a new day had begun for Zacheus. (Luke 19:1-10)

Jesus spoke with the Samaritan woman. After their dialogue, a new day began for
her too. (John 4:7-31)

Jesus stopped the crowd that was following Him for the sake of the blind Bartimaeus,
who called Him, ‘Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me! Bartimaeus was healed
by Jesus and Bartimaeus followed Him.(Mark 10: 46-52)

And then the woman who was caught in adultery, brought to Jesus by the Pharisees.
“What do You have to say about this, Jesus?” Does the Tora, the Law of Moses, not
say that she has to be stoned?” They were testing Jesus. They wanted a ground on
which they could charge Jesus.

But then, where was the man with whom the woman committed adultery? For the
Law, to which these men so resolutely refer, states that both the woman and man
committing adultery must have the same punishment. (Leviticus 20:10)

God saw and sees it, then and now...the keenness to put one’s finger on other
people’s faults instead on one’s own.

They brought to Jesus a woman who was caught, for the purpose of trapping Jesus.
But what does He do in response to them...?

He bents down, silently, and in silence He writes with His finger in the ground...And
as they continued to ask Him, He stood up and said,

“Let him who is without sin among you be the first to throw a stone at her.” (John 8:7)



Hearing these words from Jesus, they left, one by one...And when Jesus was left
with the woman, He said to her,

“Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?” 11She said, “No one,
Lord.” And Jesus said, “Neither do | condemn you; go, and from now on sin no
more.” (John 8:7)

The woman is set free, by Jesus.

On Golgotha, a criminal is set free by Jesus. By grace. Our minds tune in with the
blindfolded Lady Justice, with the sword in the one hand and scales in the other. To
such minds, Jesus taking the criminal with Him into paradise...that crowns it all.

Righteousness, justice as God has it, is demonstrated in Jesus. It manifests itself in
how He resolutely goes, over and over again, to people who are stuck, to create
room for them.

God begins with what in human eyes is insignificant; is small; with what in human
eyes is wrong. That is where we find Biblical Royalty: first in the stable and then later
on the cross, from where the highest Biblical Royal Authority is exercised from the
Royal Throne, by the King of kings,

Truly, | say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise (Luke 23: 43)



