Psalm 147:10-20

His delight is not in the strength of the horse,
nor his pleasure in the legs of a man,

but the Lord takes pleasure in those who fear him,
in those who hope in his steadfast love.
Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem!

Praise your God, O Zion!

For he strengthens the bars of your gates;
he blesses your children within you.

He makes peace in your borders;

he fills you with the finest of the wheat.

He sends out his command to the earth;

his word runs swiftly.

He gives snow like wool;

he scatters frost like ashes.

He hurls down his crystals of ice like crumbs;
who can stand before his cold?

He sends out his word, and melts them;

he makes his wind blow and the waters flow.
He declares his word to Jacob,

his statutes and rules to Israel.

He has not dealt thus with any other nation;
they do not know his rules.

Praise the Lord!

Ephesians 2:11-22

Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called “the
uncircumcision” by what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by
hands— remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from
the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no
hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far
off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. For he himself is our peace, who



has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility
by abolishing the law of commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might
create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, and might
reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility.
And he came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who
were near. For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. So then
you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints
and members of the household of God, built on the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, in whom the whole structure,
being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. In him you also are being
built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.

Sermon
A Biblical Fact

Thinking of the past. Comparing it with the present. It is what Paul does in our New
Testament passage. In his letter to the Ephesians Paul addresses the non-Jewish-
Christian Ephesians by taking them back to the miserable state they once were in.
They were in.

You may wonder what is to be gained from reflecting on how bad things were?
Actually, what exactly was the miserable state Paul is reminding the Christians of?

Paul is reminding them of the state they were in when they, before they knew Christ,
were detached from God and compares that state with the state Israel was in. Their
circumcision was a physical sign that they were attached to God. To the Christian
Gentiles Paul says,

remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the
commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope
and without God in the world.(Ephesians 2:12)

The reason why Paul says this is to emphasize that the Gentiles did not have what
Israel did have: the covenant that God made with them and that God will never let

go.

From Israel, Jesus came. Like all other Jewish baby boys, Jesus was circumcised
when He was eight days old,

at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was called Jesus, the name
given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. (Luke 2:21)

Paul puts his finger on the difference between the Gentiles and the Jews, who knew
God; who had knowledge of Him because God had revealed Himself to them.

As it was read from our Psalm this morning
He declares his word to Jacob,

his statutes and rules to Israel.



He has not dealt thus with any other nation;
they do not know his rules.
Praise the Lord!
Is that what made them better that the other nations....?
No.

If that’s what they thought, and they did, that pretence of superiority was undone by
Christ, who put the Christian non-Jews on an equal footing with the Jews.

But now in Christ Jesus you who once were
far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. (Ephesians 2:13)

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Jews and non-Jews share in His peace; the peace
that makes us all one in Christ.

So, Christ has eliminated the pretence of superiority of Jews. And how are we
doing...? Are we any better? Sadly, too often the roots from which Christianity comes
are forgotten; not properly acknowledged and slowly but surely the pretence of
superiority has moved to Christians, justified by the words,

For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his
flesh the dividing wall of hostility by abolishing the law of commandments expressed
in ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so
making peace, and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross,
thereby killing the hostility. (Ephesians 2:15)

Our Lord Jesus Christ has cleared the way for us; has given us access to God;
restored us to the Holy One, who made Himself known to Israel. And now, through
Jesus Christ, we too belong to the people of God. We have been added. If Christianity
is seen as a new religion, separate from Judaism, God and Jesus have been
misunderstood.

The ‘1 am who | am’, revealed Himself to Israel. That revelation was a gift and we as
Christians share, through Christ, in that gift that was first given to Israel.

God does things that, as was said last week, can neither be predicted nor imagined.
He goes beyond what we can imagine. Just as it could not be imagined that ‘| am who
| am’ would come down from heaven in His Son, allowing Him to be condemned,
abused and killed, for our sake.

In Jesus Christ, Judaism and Christianity are brought together where He says:

Do not think that | have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; | have not come to
abolish them but to fulfil them. For truly, | say to you, until heaven and earth pass
away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished.
(Matthew 5:17-18)

Neither the intensity of loud polarising voices nor the heated and emotional
discussions within and outside the church can change this Biblical fact.



It may be uncomfortable to speak about how we, as the church, are connected to
Israel, particularly at this time of polarisation between Jews and Palestinians.
However, that uneasiness may not be a bad thing in that it may make us realise
more humbly who we are: adopted children of God, as it says earlier in Ephesians,

In love he predestined us for adoption through Jesus Christ, according to the
purpose of His will (Ephesians 1:5)

Amen



