Bible Readings

Psalm 6:3-5

3 My soul also is greatly troubled.
But you, O Lord—how long?

4Turn, O Lord, deliver my life;
save me for the sake of your steadfast love.
5 For in death there is no remembrance of you;
in Sheol who will give you praise?

John 12:20-36

20 Now among those who went up to worship at the feast were some Greeks. 2" So
these came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and asked him, “Sir, we
wish to see Jesus.” 22 Philip went and told Andrew; Andrew and Philip went and told
Jesus. 22 And Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be
glorified. 24 Truly, truly, | say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and
dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 2° Whoever loves his life loses
it, and whoever hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26 If anyone
serves me, he must follow me; and where | am, there will my servant be also. If
anyone serves me, the Father will honor him.

27“Now is my soul troubled. And what shall | say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’?
But for this purpose | have come to this hour. 28 Father, glorify your name.” Then a
voice came from heaven: “| have glorified it, and | will glorify it again.” 2° The crowd
that stood there and heard it said that it had thundered. Others said, “An angel has
spoken to him.” 3¢ Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not mine.

31 Now is the judgment of this world; now will the ruler of this world be cast out.

32 And |, when | am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33 He said
this to show by what kind of death he was going to die. 34 So the crowd answered
him, “We have heard from the Law that the Christ remains forever. How can you say
that the Son of Man must be lifted up? Who is this Son of Man?” 3% So Jesus said to
them, “The light is among you for a little while longer. Walk while you have the light,
lest darkness overtake you. The one who walks in the darkness does not know
where he is going. 3 While you have the light, believe in the light, that you may
become sons of light.”

When Jesus had said these things, he departed and hid himself from them.



Sermon Seeing Jesus

| just saw Him!... | did too, but He has disappeared again.... It would be nice if we
could see Him. It doesn’t look like that’s going to happen though. No...We could ask
one of His disciples if he could take us to Him? Let’s ask Philip, that’s him, right
there...l have heard he speaks our language, so that helps.

It is the Passover feast. Thousands of Jews had come to Jerusalem and amongst
them there were some Greeks who wanted to see Jesus. But it is so busy, so there’s
not much chance that would happen. But if they would speak to Philip it may happen,
for Philip was a Jew who grew up within a Hellenistic culture and spoke Greek.

Sir, we wish to see Jesus. (John 20:21)

They don’t get the response they were expecting or were hoping for. Instead of
appreciating that the Greeks wish to see Jesus, Philip goes to the other disciple
Andrew, who comes from the same town as Philip. The two disciples discuss the
request and then take it to Jesus.

Now, what is the problem here? Why can they not appreciate the desire to see
Jesus? Why don’t they take the Greeks to Jesus?

The reason for this hesitance lies in their mission. The clarification for the
awkwardness they are feeling is that they had been given the instruction by Jesus,
when He sent them out, to go to the Jews, not to the Gentiles. Gentiles, that is what
Greeks are, like you and me, gentiles, non-Jews.

When Jesus sent out the twelve disciples, He said this

“Go nowhere among the Gentiles and enter no town of the Samaritans, ¢ but go
rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. (Matthew 10:5-6)

Jesus Himself was sent out to preach to the Jews only. Whatever we may think of it,
this was God’s plan, when He sent His Son into the world. Hence Jesus says earlier
in the gospel of John: ‘Salvation is from the Jews.’ (John 4:22)

What does Jesus reply, when Philip and Andrew tell Him about the Greeks wanting
Him to see? As always, Jesus answers in a way that is puzzling. Jesus answers in
terms of how He interprets the request of the Greeks.

Whether or not they did get to see Him, it does not say. For that is not relevant to
what this story is about.

The request from the Greeks to see Jesus is for Jesus a sign. A sign from God. A
sign of the timing of the unfolding of His plan.

The Greeks’ wish to see Jesus is to Him a means by which God says: ‘The time of
Your suffering and death for the sake of the world; for the sake of all nations, has
come.’

That was not the case until now. For instance, earlier in John it says,



So they were seeking to arrest him, but no one laid a hand on him, because his hour
had not yet come (John 7:30)

We know that time is in God’s hand. His timing is not ours. He is patient. And His
patience sets the pace with which God realises His plan.

So, through the request from the Greeks, Jesus knows that the time has come to
give His life so that Jew, Greek, you and me would be given life; so that you and | in
that given life take our place within His Church: the Church which came forth and
spread throughout the world, from Christ’s blood. And with His death comes His
exaltation. His cross would bring forth harvest. Like a grain of wheat that produces
fruit after it falls into the earth and dies.

The salvation that came from the Jews in and through Jesus, was and is offered to
the whole world.

Jesus then moves on by speaking of self-denial: obedient to His Father, He goes
resolutely the way to the cross. And every Jew and gentile is invited to follow Him on
this self-denying road to the cross.

That is what Jesus is talking about when He answers Philip and Andrew. Here we
can see that what Jesus says does address the wish of the Greeks to see Him: it is
an invitation to them to follow Him; an invitation to see Jesus as He is and to engage
with Him. Seeing Jesus as Jesus has it is not a superficial, casual meeting.

Wanting to see Jesus..... Isn’t that a desire which we share with the Greeks in our
passage? If each of us would describe Him as He is seen by us individually, we
would have different descriptions.

But Jesus can only be seen in the light of who He truly is, in His puzzling answers.
He can only be seen in the light of what He then was about to do for all the nations.
Jesus is only to be seen in the light of His Grace, Grace that is free but not cheap. It
is costly.

It flows from Jesus’ soul, of which He now says,
Now is my soul troubled.

Knowing that His time has come, Jesus feels fear...Deep fear. Yet, despite His
profound anxiety, in the midst of it, He continues by saying

And what shall | say? Father, save me from this hour’? But for this purpose | have
come to this hour. 28 Father, glorify your name.” (John 20:27-28a))

The overwhelming fear does not make Him change His mind. Jesus remains
resolute. He will not miss the purpose for which His Father sent Him; the Father
whose voice immediately sounds from heaven,

“I have glorified it, and | will glorify it again.” (John 20:28)

The Father and His Son are one.



Many times God’s opposition tried to eliminate His Son. That opposition is now about
to be defeated with power from heaven, which will become visible after Easter, after
Pentecost, when people from all nations will be drawn to Him.

Through the cross, Jesus is literally and figuratively lifted above the earth.

But what Jesus says does not match what people know about Him. It does not match
their expectations of Him. What they then say suggests that they know better than
Jesus. They say,

“We have heard from the Law that the Christ remains forever. How can you say that
the Son of Man must be lifted up? Who is this Son of Man?”(John 12:34)

The Jews were expecting the Messiah, but a Messiah who would remain with them.
By referring to what they know through the Law, they do not only refute what Jesus
says, they also disapprove of God’s Word. They criticise God’s way.

Who can say that he or she is free from that guilt; that sin...?

How does Jesus reply to the refutation of His words; to the disapproval of God’s
way? He replies in terms of light and darkness, as He has done before.

Always urging to follow Him who is the light. He urged people then to do so and He
urges people, you and me to do so now. For,

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. (John 1:5)

Amen



