Bible Readings

Psalm 8

8 O Lord, our Lord,
how majestic is your name in all the earth!

You have set your glory above the heavens.

2 Qut of the mouth of babies and infants,

you have established strength because of your foes,
to still the enemy and the avenger.

3When | look at your heavens, the work of your fingers,
the moon and the stars, which you have set in place,
4what is man that you are mindful of him,
and the son of man that you care for him?

5Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings
and crowned him with glory and honor.

6You have given him dominion over the works of your hands;
you have put all things under his feet,

" all sheep and oxen,
and also the beasts of the field,

8the birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea,
whatever passes along the paths of the seas.

90 Lord, our Lord,
how majestic is your name in all the earth!

Luke 2: 21-38

21 And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was called Jesus, the
name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb.

22 And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they
brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law
of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”)
24 and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of
turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose
name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the
consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26 And it had been revealed
to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's
Christ. 27 And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in
the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, 28 he took him up in
his arms and blessed God and said,

29“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace,
according to your word;

30for my eyes have seen your salvation

31 that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,



32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles,
and for glory to your people Israel.”

33 And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 34 And
Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed
for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35 (and a sword
will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be
revealed.”

36 And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher.
She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when
she was a virgin, 37 and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart
from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 38 And coming up
at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who
were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem.

Sermon And Simeon blessed them...

People cross our paths. We meet people at different times, in different places.
Encounters can be short or long. Words are said. It can be small talk. But it can also
be a conversation during which words are spoken that stay with us. When something
is said that makes us think; something that makes such an encounter, in some way,
significant.

Over the Advent and Christmas we encountered, as in previous years during that
time, certain people in the bible. People who have a specific place in God’s salvation
story for and with His people. We belong to that story.

We met Zacharias and Elisabeth, the very elderly couple, who received from God
what they no longer expected; what they no longer hoped for: a son. But this son
was given a specific purpose: he was going to go before the long-expected Messiah.
The news that Zachariah the priest was going to be a father, was given to him by the
angel Gabiriel, while Zachariah was in the temple; in the Holiest of Holies. Through
the angel, this was an encounter between God Himself and Zachariah. However,
Zachariah could not believe this good news and therefore his ability to speak was
taken away, until the son: John, was born.

We met Mary and Joseph. The old Elisabeth, who in her younger years was barren,
was six months pregnant when the angel Gabriel appeared to the young Mary, who
was engaged to Joseph. Mary received from the angel Gabriel the news that she
was going to be mother of God’s Son: she was going to give birth to the long-
expected Messiah.

Mary was expecting while she was engaged with Joseph. Imagine the talk; the
gossip that would have triggered. This all came with Mary’s response to God when
she said: “Let it be to me according to Your word.” It was to be endured by Mary.



Endurance, patience, humility, they all form part of having faith in God, of being loyal
to Him and trusting Him.

This brings us to the two people we encounter in our New Testament reading: the
elderly Simeon and Anna.

Simeon knew that he would not die before he had seen Christ. That was a promise
that was revealed to him. It does not say when or how it was revealed. It says that it
was revealed to a man who was

in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout,
waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him.... And he
came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus,
to do for him according to the custom of the Law, 28 he took him up in his arms and
blessed God and said,

29 “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace,
according to your word;
30 for my eyes have seen your salvation
31 that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
32 g light for revelation to the Gentiles,
and for glory to your people Israel.” (Luke 2: 25-32)

A light for revelation to the Gentiles. The Gentiles, that is you and me, all who do not
belong to the people of Israel.

Over the last weeks we have been drawn into moments that unexpected news was
given, first to Zachariah and then to Mary. But here we encounter the fulfilment of
God’s promise to a man who, without any doubt, expected that God was going to
keep His promise. Simeon stood firm in the expectation that God was going to do
what He said He would do: fulfil the promise He made to Simeon, which was the
same promise to Israel, and through Israel to the Gentiles.

When Mary’s child was eight days old, He was circumcised and was given the name
Jesus, the name that the angel said the child would have. Joseph and Mary did
everything that was required by God’s Law as it was given to Israel through Moses.
Obedient to God, they brought Jesus into the temple when the time came for their
purification.

There, in the temple, the fulfilment of God’s promise to Simeon happens. There,
Simeon holds the Christchild in his arms.

Simeon blesses God. After blessing God, he blesses Jospeh and Mary. Then
Simeon speaks specifically to Mary. He speaks words that neither Jospeh nor Mary

grasp....
Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign

that is opposed 35 (and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that
thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.”(Luke 2:34-35)

Mary did not know, what her Firstborn was going to do to her, to Israel, to the
world....



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JPsglhlYQmM
Song: Mary did you know...?

And Simeon blessed them with words that did not shun criticism; sharp criticism;
warning.

For the light that the Christchild brings is also the light same light that brings to light
the deepest thoughts of mankind. Resistance to God, will now manifest itself in
Jesus.

God knows what these deepest thoughts in a human heart are. Silent, hidden
resistance to God or humility, reverence, willingness to let it be according to His
word.

And then there is Anna. Her age is mentioned: 84 years old. Like Simeon she stood
firm in the expectation of the Messiah. Her dedication; her loyalty to God is
described; spelled out. Like Simeon, she encounters Joseph, Mary and her Child.
Anna too, is blessed to see the promised Messiah. In her old age she cannot but
praise God and speak of him to all who were waiting for the promised redemption.

The people from whom Jesus came were God’s chosen people. His Word was that
from them His salvation would come, and He made that happen in His own
mysterious way. It all happened according to His word. Zachariah and Elisabeth;
Mary and Joseph; Simeon and Anna represent God’s chosen people. Each of them
is characterised by their deep faith in God and by their reverence for Him. From their
mouths and hearts come the praise of God’s name. Praise, framed by the words

O Lord, our Lord,
how majestic is your name in all the earth! (Psalm 8)

May we share the faith in God; the loyalty to Him and trust in Him as they are
demonstrated in these three men and women and so move, as His Church of which
Jesus Christ is the Head, into this new year.

Amen



