Ezekiel 10:18-19

8 Then the glory of the Lord went out from the threshold of the house, and stood
over the cherubim. '® And the cherubim lifted up their wings and mounted up from
the earth before my eyes as they went out, with the wheels beside them. And they
stood at the entrance of the east gate of the house of the Lord, and the glory of the
God of Israel was over them.

Luke 2:8-21

8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over
their flock by night. ® And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the
Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. '° And the angel said to
them, “Fear not, for behold, | bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the
people. ' For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the
Lord. 2 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling
cloths and lying in a manger.” '3 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude
of the heavenly host praising God and saying,

14“Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”[

S When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which
the Lord has made known to us.” '® And they went with haste and found Mary and
Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. '” And when they saw it, they made known
the saying that had been told them concerning this child. '® And all who heard it
wondered at what the shepherds told them. '° But Mary treasured up all these things,
pondering them in her heart. 2° And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising
God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

21 And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was called Jesus, the
name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb.

Sermon
The glory of the Lord shone around them

Once upon a time there was a king who became the father of a son. The king was so
happy. He proudly showed his son to the people, who had a distinctive birthmark on
his righthand. The boy grew up in the palace, surrounded by servants. When he was
older he wanted to learn a profession, like all other boys in the country. His father
allowed him to do so and the son lived amongst the people, incognito. The boy
covered his birthmark by wearing gloves. He enjoyed living amongst common
people; the people of whom he, one day, was going to be king. He wanted to be a
good king for them. He was friendly, well liked, and made friends. He often spent
time with them and they enjoyed each other’s company. One day, they started to
romp about, as boys do. That was when the gloves he was always wearing, were
pulled off. When his friends saw the birthmark, they realised who their friend truly
was....
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How they felt, cannot be described by words.

It may be a little bit like a situation when you keep worrying about something. But
then something happens through which the problem is taken away. Then, reflecting
on it, it starts to dawn on you that, during all the time you were worrying, God was
present. Then you find yourself being in awe, being overwhelmed, not being able to
think of a word to articulate what you feel, as it is in fact a breathtaking experience.

In our reading we have shepherds who experience an unspeakable feeling. The
moment ‘an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them,’ they are filled with fear. It is the unutterable Glory of the Lord that fills
them with fear. The Glory of the Lord that surrounds the shepherds is the same Glory
of the Lord as we have in our Old Testament reading,

Then the glory of the Lord went out from the threshold of the house, and stood over
the cherubim. ' And the cherubim lifted up their wings and mounted up from the
earth before my eyes as they went out, with the wheels beside them. And they stood
at the entrance of the east gate of the house of the Lord, and the glory of the God of
Israel was over them.(Ezekiel 10:18-19)

Here, the glory of the Lord was leaving. God'’s presence was no longer. In Luke’s
gospel, God’s Glory has returned.

What do these contrasting passages say to us...?

One thing it says is that no one can make God come or go. Whether it is His leaving
or arriving, it always remains an act that He initiates, because he works within His
timescale, not within ours. He works from what He sees, not what we see.

God determines when and what He reveals.

His Glory carries paradoxes. It gives light that creates beauty and terror at the same
time. For its wonderful brightness brings to light the frailty of human existence with its
sinful nature. It is only from this deep awareness that reverence towards God can
emerge.

The magnificence; the splendour with which God’s return to the earth, now in Jesus,
is made known to the shepherds, is a contrast to how they find Him: in the simplicity
of a baby boy that looks like all other baby boys.

God’s Glory was hidden in this child and could and can only be sensed when this
child is looked at from within one’s faith.

Faith is not being owned, possessed. Faith flows; moves through a believer’s life; it
goes up and down; it has highs and lows. At the same time, life moves within time, it
sits within human history. We find ourselves within a history of which we are part; in
which we exist.

That was also how it was for Joseph, who took the pregnant Mary to Bethlehem.
Why did Joseph and Mary travel from Nazareth to Bethlehem? Because the emperor
had demanded that each in the world must register in the town where he was born.
While that was so, it is said of Joseph,



And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the
city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage
of David. (Luke 2:4)

It is as if this emperor Caesar Augustus was used by God in the unfolding of His
salvation plan. He let His plan unfold in the particular place of Bethlehem. For
Bethlehem, the town Joseph was travelling to with Mary, was also the town where
Jesus’ ancestor David once was a shepherd. The young David was in the field with
his flock when he was called away to be anointed to be king of Israel.

In Luke’s gospel, shepherds were again called away, now in order to see the King of
kings, who came from David.

God realised His plan, His plan that had at its heart the promise He once made, and
was foretold by the prophet Isaiah.

For to us a child is born,
to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon/al his shoulder,
and his name shall be called®
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7 Of the increase of his government and of peace
there will be no end,
on the throne of David and over his kingdom,
to establish it and to uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time forth and forevermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.
(Isaiah 9:6-7)

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this...

The fulfilment of God’s promise happened amongst the people with whom God had
made a covenant, through Abraham. The significance of the fulfilment of the promise
went beyond Israel, into the whole world. And so God made happen, in His own
mysterious way, what He already told Abraham,

....and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed (Genesis 22:18)

God neither forgets nor changes His mind about His promise. His integrity, loyalty
and consistency are all to be discerned by readers of the Bible.

“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.(Deuteronomy 6:4)
God’s word and deed are one.

But the way in which He realises what He promises can neither be predicted nor
imagined.
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Shepherds had no status at all. They were uneducated, rough, they had no rights.
Yet, right there, in the absence of any status, God chose to reveal Himself: first to
them; to tell them the good news and to surround them by His glory.

Paradoxes.

This is how God is. He works beyond human imagination. We find Him in the
unexpected, at one time. At another time we find Him in what has been right in front
of our eyes. Meanwhile we can be sure that He always remains true to who He is.
There is no doubt about it. The question is: do we respond as the shepherds did...?
Do we allow God to be who He is and bow down in reverence...?

Jesus grew up amongst ordinary people in Nazareth. Being the oldest son, He would
have learned from Joseph the carpenter. He would have spent time with Joseph in
the workplace where all the tools of a carpenter were kept: hammers, wood, big and
small pieces of wood; different types of wood, good wood, bad wood, beams of
wood, nails...

One day, He would carry two beams of wood under which He would collapse. Wood
that made Him suffer.

This is bad wood Father....I know, Son, ...it feels bad now, but persevere my boy, |
will transform it into good wood, through which all the nations will be blessed.

Amen



