Bible readings

Old Testament

Isaiah 2: 1-5

2 The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

21t shall come to pass in the latter days
that the mountain of the house of the LORD
shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
and shall be lifted up above the hills;
and all the nations shall flow to it,
® and many peoples shall come, and say:
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD,
to the house of the God of Jacob,
that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.”
For out of Zion shall go forth the law,
and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.
* He shall judge between the nations,
and shall decide disputes for many peoples;
and they shall beat their swords into ploughshares,
and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war anymore.

® O house of Jacob,
come, let us walk
in the light of the LORD.

New Testament

Luke 24: 36-49

% As they were talking about these things, Jesus himself stood among them, and
said to them, “Peace to you!” *” But they were startled and frightened and thought
they saw a spirit. *® And he said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts
arise in your hearts? * See my hands and my feet, that it is | myself. Touch me, and
see. For a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that | have.” *° And when
he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. ** And while they still
disbelieved for joy and were marvelling, he said to them, “Have you anything here to
eat?” ** They gave him a piece of broiled fish, “> and he took it and ate before them.

*Then he said to them, “These are my words that | spoke to you while | was still
with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and
the Psalms must be fulfilled.” *> Then he opened their minds to understand the
Scriptures, “® and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and
on the third day rise from the dead, *’ and that repentance for the forgiveness of sins
should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. *® You



are witnesses of these things. *° And behold, | am sending the promise of my Father
upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.”

Sermon
Let us press on to...

Two weeks ago, it was Easter Sunday. Things have happened between then and
now. At the same time, so much has not happened that we wanted to happen. So
much remained the same.

However, if you believe in the meaning of Easter, in the biblical meaning of Easter,
then you know that Easter continues. It didn’t stop when Sunday 31%' March came to
an end. Remember, it was the day that the clock was put forward, giving us longer
daylight. The days continue to be longer, until Summer passes and we move
towards the next season.

And so, we move forward in God’s time.
On Easter Sunday we sang hymn CH4 417:

Now the green blade riseth from the buried grain....love lives again, that with the
dead has been. Love is come again, like wheat that springeth green...

These words express a change; a particular move: from the earth, upwards.

The same move is described by Richard Rohr , an American Franciscan priest and
writer on spirituality. Richard Rohr reflects beautifully on the rising of Jesus, through
his words on the sunrise:

"We're so lucky in my part of the world that Easter coincides with springtime. If this
applies to you, | hope you fe going out and seeing the leaves and the flowers being
reborn after months of winter. | went out early this morning to see the Easter sunrise.
Sure enough, the sun rose as it always does and peeked over the horizon, just
between two mountains. It appeared not so much like a sunrise but as a
groundswell. The light was coming from the earth. It was coming from the world we
live in. It was coming not from the top, but from the bottom. It seemed to say that
even all of this which looks muddy and material, even all of this which looks so
ordinary and dying, will be reborn”.

Reborn....That is something that happened to the disciples of Jesus, in our New
Testament reading. Their shared experience of getting to know Jesus as He really
was, not as they thought He was or, as they wanted Him to be...It was a profound
journey, difficult and confusing at times. A journey that, they thought, had come to an
end at the foot of the cross.

From the twelve, eleven disciples are left. And they are sitting together, talking about
what they have heard; what they have been told by two men who have seen
Jesus...All very well...but what now....? What does all this mean.. ? What are they



supposed to believe...? Can it be believed...? A bit more evidence would be
helpful...If it is true, why has Jesus not shown Himself to them, why...?

What now....?
And then, in the midst of all that, Jesus is there, in their midst, saying the words:
Peace be with you.

The disciples are overwhelmed, frightened, shocked. But if there is One who knows
what is going on within His disciples; within you and me...it is Jesus. He knows; He
feels the fear, the grief, disappointment; cynicism, the faith, the doubt and the battles
between them.

He knows...He knows about the closure of church buildings all around Scotland. He
knows how it leaves people: hurt, angry, bitter.... just as He knew how His disciples
were left...

Jesus knows that His disciples have trouble believing it is Him. Therefore, He shows
His hands and feet. He lets them touch Him. And also, He asks for something to eat.

Yes, this is Him, who went beyond death; who has been transformed into a body that
is the same, yet still different from before His dying and resurrection.

After giving that so desired proof, He does something else. Jesus explains from
within Scripture. He must have taken the disciples to various passages, showing
them that in Him the Scriptures had been fulfilled. It is hardly possible that Isaiah 53
would have been missed out, the passage that spells out what He has been through
and why...

* Surely he has borne our griefs
and carried our sorrows;
yet we esteemed him stricken,
smitten by God, and afflicted.
> But he was pierced for our transgressions;
he was crushed for our iniquities;
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace,
and with his wounds we are healed.
® All we like sheep have gone astray;
we have turned—every one—to his own way;
and the LorD has laid on him
the iniquity of us all.

Jesus won, not by fighting, not by insisting on winning, but by losing, by suffering, by
dying, by enduring every bit of that what makes us guilty; by taking our guilt to the
cross, into death and taking it out of death, taking us with Him...into that dazzling
white light of His resurrection. On that third day.

Jesus’ explanation, from within Scripture, is crucial, for the disciples and for us. It
provides solidness, firm ground under their feet and ours.



Imagine what it was like for the disciples. Their old life had come to an end. They
had a deep sense of loss. The loss of a life with Jesus’ physical presence. Instead,
they were given His peace. With that peace they were given new life: a mission to
carry out in Jesus’ Spirit. A mission, defined by what they had learned from Him.

But it also drew them, and draws us, into something that is part of following Him:
waiting. For lots of people the most difficult thing to do.

Waiting is part of life. There are times you wait for test results. You wait, while being
held in the grip of uncertainty. During life, you wait for different kinds of news. You
wait for God’s guidance, when you don’t know how to move on...

Waiting is hard when you are angry because you want to channel your anger into
something. We often know what God should do. Or at least, we think we know what
God should do, while waiting impatiently until God does it ...or not.

Being pro-active may, in general, be a good thing.

But here, Jesus instructs His disciples not to be pro-active. Apart from waiting,
nothing is to be done before they are equipped by God Himself. Through this waiting,
they must learn that the strength with which they are to carry out their mission, is not
their own strength, but God’s. His strength will be given in His time. Moreover, the
disciples are instructed to begin their mission from within the place of God’s
choosing, not theirs.

Jesus says specifically: ‘beginning from Jerusalem’. There is a reverse of movement.
While Jesus’ focus had been on Jerusalem, the mission for His disciples must move
to the nations into the world, from within Jerusalem; the city where Jesus wept;
where His tears showed His humanity and vulnerability, where He was condemned,
where He suffered and died.

In that place and in the midst of their bewilderment, the disciples were given a new
beginning through the peace of their Lord.

Richard Rohr says:

“Easter is the feast of hope. This is the feast that says God will have the last word
and that God's final judgment is resurrection. God will turn all that we maim and
destroy and hurt and punish into life and beauty.

What the resurrection reveals more than anything else is that love is stronger than
death. Jesus walks the way of death with love, and what it becomes is not death but
life. Surprise of surprises! It doesn't fit any logical explanation. Yet this is the
mystery: that nothing dies forever, and that all that has died will be reborn in love.”

In the book of the prophet Hosea we find words that urge to press on to know the
Lord.

3 Let us know; let us press on to know the LorD (Hosea 6:3)



Let us do precisely that: press on to know the Lord, by always seeking Him in
whatever happens to us. For it is only from knowing Him; from letting Himself be
known to us, that we can truly receive the peace and strength to do what we have to
do, while leaving to Him what we have to leave to Him.

Therefore, let us press on to know the Lord.

Peace be with you.

Amen



