
Bible readings 

Exodus 24:12-18 

12 The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and wait there, that I 
may give you the tablets of stone, with the law and the commandment, which I have 
written for their instruction.” 13 So Moses rose with his assistant Joshua, and Moses 
went up into the mountain of God. 14 And he said to the elders, “Wait here for us until 
we return to you. And behold, Aaron and Hur are with you. Whoever has a dispute, 
let him go to them.” 

15 Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. 16 The 
glory of the LORD dwelt on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it six days. And on the 
seventh day he called to Moses out of the midst of the cloud. 17 Now the appearance 
of the glory of the LORD was like a devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the 
sight of the people of Israel. 18 Moses entered the cloud and went up on the 
mountain. And Moses was on the mountain forty days and forty nights. 

Matthew 17:1-9 

17 And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James, and John his brother, 
and led them up a high mountain by themselves. 2 And he was transfigured before 
them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became white as light. 3 And 
behold, there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. 4 And Peter said 
to Jesus, “Lord, it is good that we are here. If you wish, I will make three tents here, 
one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 5 He was still speaking when, 
behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is 
my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him.” 6 When the disciples 
heard this, they fell on their faces and were terrified. 7 But Jesus came and touched 
them, saying, “Rise, and have no fear.” 8 And when they lifted up their eyes, they saw 
no one but Jesus only. 

9 And as they were coming down the mountain, Jesus commanded them, “Tell no 
one the vision, until the Son of Man is raised from the dead.”  

Romans 8:1-11 

8 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For 
the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and 
death. 3 For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By 
sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in 
the flesh, 4 in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, 
who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5 For those who live 
according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live 
according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6 For to set the mind 
on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7 For the mind 
that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God's law; indeed, it 
cannot. 8 Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 



9 You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells 
in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10 But 
if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because 
of righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, 
he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies 
through his Spirit who dwells in you. 

 

Sermon                   

                                              Tell no-one…yet. 

"I've been to the mountaintop. And I don't mind. Like anybody, I would like to live – a 
long life; longevity has its place. But I'm not concerned about that now. I just want to 
do God's will. And He's allowed me to go up to the mountain. And I've looked over. 
And I've seen the Promised Land. I may not get there with you. But I want you to 
know tonight, that we, as a people, will get to the Promised Land. So I'm happy, 
tonight. I'm not worried about anything. I'm not fearing any man. Mine eyes have 
seen the glory of the coming of the Lord." 

These are words from a speech, of Martin Luther King. Saying this, Martin shared his 
vision with his people; with the world, a vision that gave him the strength to 
persevere in times of darkness.  

Life can be a roller coaster for all of us. There are times that we can feel the deepest 
sadness, as if we are alone while plodding on, not feeling God’s presence. But then, 
there are also moments that He, unexpectedly, makes His presence felt by us; 
deeply felt. 

In our New Testament Jesus has taken three of His disciples: Peter, James and 
John up to a high mountain. And there they witness something unimaginable…They 
witness that Jesus is transfigured, 

his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became white as light. 3 And behold, 
there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. (Matthew 17:2) 

Jesus finds Himself high on a mountain, talking with Moses and Elijah, while He was 
shining like the sun, and His clothes became dazzling white.  

Why do we have Moses, Elijah and Jesus, together on a high mountain…? 

Well, our Old Testament reading tells about Moses being on the mountain top, 

Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. 16 The 
glory of the LORD dwelt on Mount Sinai and the cloud covered it six days. And on the 

seventh day he called to Moses out of the midst of the cloud. (Exodus 24:16) 

God chose to be with His servant Moses on the mountain top, just the two of them. 



Now Elijah, he too met God on the mountain. 

And he said, “Go out and stand on the mount before the LORD.” And behold, the 
LORD passed by, and a great and strong wind tore the mountains and broke in pieces 

the rocks before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind. And after the wind an 
earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake. 12 And after the earthquake a 
fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. And after the fire the sound of a low whisper. 

13 And when Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his cloak and went out and stood 
at the entrance of the cave. And behold, there came a voice to him and said, “What 

are you doing here, Elijah? (1 Kings 19:11-13) 

Elijah was hiding, trying hard not to be found by those who were after his life. This 
servant of God found himself in the darkness of despair. Would God not have known 
why Elijah was where He found him. Why then would God ask Elijah what he was 
doing…? 

  Elijah answers God, 

“I have been very jealous for the LORD, the God of hosts. For the people of Israel 
have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with 
the sword, and I, even I only, am left, and they seek my life, to take it away.”(1 Kings 

19:14) 

God wanted Elijah to speak to Him; to tell Him what Elijah was doing and why he 
was doing what he was doing. God always wants to get to the bottom of things. He 
puts His finger where we don’t want Him to put His finger. 

This why we, at the beginning of our worship, when we pray our first prayer; have 
that moment of silence during which we give ourselves to God. 

God Himself is the reason why we are silent before Him: to give oneself to Him; who 
has given Himself first to us. We give Him our vulnerability. We come  before Him 
without any covering up, without any pretending, instead, we come before Him in 
honesty and…with reverence. 

Moses and Elijah, Jesus knows them so well. He knows so well God’s Law, as He 
had given it to Moses. Jesus knows so well the struggle of Elijah and of all the 
prophets with whom God went His way, within the disobedience and rebellion of 
Israel. 

The Law, represented by Moses, the prophets represented by Elijh, and Jesus, 
meeting together…after what Jesus says in Matthew 5:17-20 

“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to 
abolish them but to fulfil them. 18 For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass 

away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished. 
19 Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches 

others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever 
does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I 



tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you 
will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 

Here we seem to have a clear illustration of the biblical fact that the Law and the 
Prophets flow; culminate into Jesus, who is the perfect practitioner of God’s Law. 
The Law, the Prophets and Jesus, belong together. Here Jesus stands face to face 
with Moses and Elijah. Their intertwinement is sealed by God Himself, when His 
voice sounds,  

This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him.” (Matthew 17:5) 

These words sound while Peter is still speaking,  

“Lord, it is good that we are here. If you wish, I will make three tents here, one for 
you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” (Matthew 17:4) 

Words that are triggered by what human eyes see, but are interrupted by God. For 
Peter was still speaking, when God began to speak. And hearing God’s voice,  

they fell on their faces and were terrified. 7 But Jesus came and touched them, 
saying, “Rise, and have no fear.” 8 And when they lifted up their eyes, they saw no 

one but Jesus only. (Matthew 17:6-8) 

The separation of the Law, the Prophets and Jesus, that is done by human beings, 
then and now. That produces a Jesus as human eyes see Him; as they would have 
Him. However, a Jesus detached from the Law and the prophets, is not the ‘beloved 
Son, with whom God is well pleased’.  

It is the beloved Son of God, for a moment transfigured on that high mountain, while 
being in conversation with Moses and Elijah, who then touched the three terrified 
disciples, and so broke their fear. 

The transfiguration of Jesus pointed forward to Jesus’s resurrection. That was for the 
disciples still to be witnessed. Therefore that was, until after Jesus’ resurrection, to 
remain a secret, not understood by the disciples.  

And for Jesus…this moment of transfiguration, in which He stood face to face with 
Moses and Elijah, by whom He was always inspired, gave Him strength and 
encouragement. And so He could face what He had to face, in obedience to His Father: 
His suffering and dying. 

Through the gift of this moment of transfiguration, God took His beloved Son for a 
moment into the Glory of His resurrection: the Glory His heavenly Father had in store 
for Him.  

This is God’s beloved Son, proclaimed by Paul, when he says, 

3  By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned 
sin in the flesh, 4  in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled 
in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. (Romans 8: 3,4) 



The righteous requirement of God’s law was realized in Jesus.  

We should, spiritually, let Jesus take us up that mountain, so that we can see Him and 
Moses and Elijah together. We may then, when we live our daily lives, hear better the 
voice of God when He interrupts our ways, our timing, our often too loud voices.  

Amen 

 

 


