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Bible Readings  

1 Samuel 16:11-13 

Then Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons 

here?” And he said, “There remains yet the 

youngest, but behold, he is keeping the sheep.” And 

Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and get him, for we 

will not sit down till he comes here.” 12 And he sent 

and brought him in. Now he was ruddy and had 

beautiful eyes and was handsome. And the LORD 

said, “Arise, anoint him, for this is he.” 13 Then 

Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the 

midst of his brothers. And the Spirit of the LORD 

rushed upon David from that day forward. And 

Samuel rose up and went to Ramah. 

 

Acts 2:1-8 

When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all 
together in one place. 2 And suddenly there came 
from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, 
and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 
3 And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them 
and rested on each one of them. 4 And they were all 
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in 
other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. 
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5 Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, 
devout men from every nation under heaven. 6 And 
at this sound the multitude came together, and they 
were bewildered, because each one was hearing 
them speak in his own language. 7 And they were 
amazed and astonished, saying, “Are not all these 
who are speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it that we 
hear, each of us in his own native language?  

 

Sermon 

Love… the very flame of the Lord  

(Song of Songs 8:6) 

Sitting on the naughty step. Who can say that they 

have never been there? It is a place you would 

rather not be, isn’t it? But that does not mean that it 

is a bad place. While you are sitting on the naughty 

steps, you may think about the thing you have done 

that got you there. And when you do that, maybe 

you begin to understand why it was not a good thing 

what you did. And so you learn. Whatever age you 

are, you never stop learning, about yourself, about 

others…about God. 

We heard about the young boy David, the 

shepherd. He was about the age of the boys of the 

senior section. David had seven brothers who were 

older than him, but he, the youngest one was 

chosen by God, to be king. 
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It does not make sense to us, but then, God does 

things that do not make sense to us. That is 

because we do not see what God sees. God sees 

people’s heart. He knows if we love Him. He hopes 

we love Him back. He knew that David loved Him 

very much. That was exactly the reason why God 

chose David to be king. David could never be king 

without God’s help. Therefore, God put His Spirit on 

David.  

David was very close to God. Yet, even David, did 

not always do the right thing. Even David, crossed a 

lone. 

Overstepping boundaries is the first step towards 

doing wrong.  

Therefore, it is crucial to recognize them. 

Recognizing boundaries is the first step towards 

staying away from doing wrong. 

You know the story of Adam and Eve in the garden 

of Eden? 

God had said to them: ‘You may eat from every 

tree, except….’ 

There is the one tree that marks the line that was 

not to be crossed. So, already in the first book of 

the bible we learn that God sets boundaries.  

And then the story of tower of Babel: the idea of 

having unlimited power, by thinking that a tower can 
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be built that reaches into heaven. That is how, in the 

story, boundaries are overstepped. Therefore, God 

steps in, presenting Himself by giving people 

different languages, causing confusion that ends 

the overconfidence. 

Then God gave the Ten Commandments. Again, 

boundaries that are not to be overstepped: 

Remember that there is only one God: the God who 
brought Israel out of slavery  

Worship no god but Him. 

Do not make for yourselves an image of God. 

Do not use His name without reverence: remember 
that His Name is Holy 

Do not be a slave of your work, but take time to 
rest.  

 Respect your father and your mother,  

Do not commit murder. 

Do not commit adultery. 

Do not steal. 

Do not accuse anyone falsely. 
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Do not desire anything that belongs to someone 
else.  

Many consider these ten commandments as no 
longer relevant. They were given to Israel, not to us. 
We have Jesus, He replaces those rules, so we can 
forget about those rules. 

However, it should not be forgotten that Jesus 
Himself said, that He had not come to abolish the 
Law, but to fulfil them. (Matthew 5:17) 

If all the commandments would be kept, it would 
mean that nobody would be harmed. The desire 
that nobody is ever harmed is God’s deepest 
desire. That desire comes from the fact that God is 
love. His love never wants to harm, but aims to 
protect. 

While that is so, human beings being human 
beings, cross lines that should not be crossed. And 
that is where wrong doing begins. That is why it is 
crucial to know and respect boundaries, in order not 
to overstep them. Boundaries serve to protect you 
and the other person.  

That is why we find them in the Bible. 

Saddened by all the wrongdoings in the world, God 
sent His Son into the world, to let Him be immersed 
in all the wrong of the world and to let Him pay for it, 
through His suffering and dying. 
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However, not death, but God had and has the last 
word. Jesus was raised from the dead. That is why 
we have Easter. When Jesus’s work on earth was 
done, He returned to His Father in heaven, which 
we remember on Ascension Day. 

And so he left the disciples. They were left with the 
mission to do what Jesus had taught them to do: to 
love; as Jesus does. 

Jesus left His disciples, but not without His promise 
that He would send a helper. This helper would help 
them do what they had to do. This helper would 
give guidance. The disciples had to wait for the 
helper to come. And then He came: the Holy Spirit. 
With the arrival of the Holy Spirit, God’s church was 
born. 

That is what we celebrate on this Pentecost Sunday 

Where does it leave us? It leaves us with the same 
promise that Jesus gave His disciples when He was 
leaving them: the promise that help comes from the 
Holy Spirit. The Spirit with which God helped the 
young David to be king, is the same Spirit that 
Jesus promised His disciples. It is that same Spirit 
that gave birth to God’s Church, of which Jesus is 
the Head.  

Because that is so, we can live in His light, enjoy 
life: sport, music, use our gifts and keep learning, 
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while always aspiring to do things God’s way: the 
way of His boundless love.  

Amen 

 

 


