Bible readings
Psalm 131

O LorD, my heart is not lifted up;
my eyes are not raised too high;
| do not occupy myself with things
too great and too marvelous for me.
2But | have calmed and quieted my soul,
like a weaned child with its mother;
like a weaned child is my soul within me.

30 Israel, hope in the LORD
from this time forth and forevermore.

2 Corinthians 4:7-12

" But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power belongs
to God and not to us. 8 We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but
not driven to despair; ° persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed;
10 always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also
be manifested in our bodies. ! For we who live are always being given over to death
for Jesus' sake, so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh.
1250 death is at work in us, but life in you.

John 14:1-14

14 “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2In my
Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so, would | have told you that | go to
prepare a place for you? 2And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come again
and will take you to myself, that where | am you may be also. # And you know the
way to where | am going.” ® Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you
are going. How can we know the way?” ¢ Jesus said to him, “ am the way, and the
truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. “If you had
known me, you would have known my Father also. From now on you do know him
and have seen him.”

8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” ® Jesus said
to him, “Have | been with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever
has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father'? °Do
you not believe that | am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that | say
to you | do not speak on my own authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his
works. 11 Believe me that | am in the Father and the Father is in me, or else believe
on account of the works themselves.

12“Truly, truly, | say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that | do;
and greater works than these will he do, because | am going to the Father.
3Whatever you ask in my name, this | will do, that the Father may be glorified in the
Son. *If you ask me anything in my name, | will do it.



Sermon

What’s in the jar...?

Our passage from John’s gospel takes us to the table where Jesus is in conversation
with His disciples. This conversation take place at the time that Jesus is about to
leave them. It is Jesus’s last Supper with His disciples. Judas has left, to do his
business: to betray Jesus. Jesus is leaving His disciples, to go to His Father’s house,
but not until He made that panful way to the cross. Not until He has finished His work
on earth. That is why it is appropriate to look at this passage, on this second Lent
Sunday.

Jesus tells His disciples that soon, they will no longer have Him with them, but they
are not left empty handed

These things | have spoken to you while | am still with you. 26 But the Helper, the
Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and
bring to your remembrance all that | have said to you. 27 Peace | leave with you; my
peace | give to you. Not as the world gives do | give to you. Let not your hearts be

troubled, neither let them be afraid. (John 14:25-27)

Jesus reassures them that He will continue to be with them, as they continue their
way on earth, in His Name. He urges them not to get lost in their worries, their
uncertainties; their fear.

Yet, while Jesus is doing this, we hear the voice of Thomas. The voice of the rational
thinking, comes in.

Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way? (John 14:5)

By asking this question, Thomas shows that he does not understand what Jesus is
saying. Thomas is not in tune with his Lord.

Thomas’s voice represents the voice that sounds now, that says: ‘All very well, Jesus,
but meanwhile, the reality is that we are pushed into a direction we don’t want to go.
We have reason to be frustrated and angry, for we don’t know the way. We don’t know
what lies ahead of us’.

It is in response to that voice; to that rational voice, that Jesus says,

“l am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through
me. (John 14:6)

Jesus re-directs Thomas to Himself; away from the things that block the connection
between Jesus and Thomas.

In Jesus we find perfect reverence for God, His heavenly Father. And from that
reverence comes tuning in with His will, which is obedience. And from that
obedience comes new life; new perspectives. But it all begins, as it is already said in
Proverbs, with fear for God.



The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom,
and the knowledge of the Holy One is insight.(Proverbs 9:10)

Fear for God is not fear as we have it. For us fear is something that weakens;
disables; it makes you falter. But in the bible; in relation to God, fear is
reverence...reverence for Him, who is Love. And there is no room for fear, in His
Love.

Hence,
knowledge of the Holy One is insight (Proverbs 9:10)...
Biblical insight, through love, lies in knowing Christ.

Knowledge...the western mind associates knowledge with intellect, with quantity of
knowledge, knowledge of management skills; how to manage organisations,
including churches.

But that is not the knowledge as the bible has it. Knowledge in the bible has to do
with relationships.

And it begins with knowing how deeply we are known by God,

O LORD, you have searched me and known me!
2 You know when | sit down and when | rise up;
you discern my thoughts from afar.
3 You search out my path and my lying down

and are acquainted with all my ways.

Psalm 139: 1-3

For some, it has something scary...that closeness; this ‘being known’.

It may depend on how private we are: the more private, the less we are prepared to
share thoughts, feelings, experiences and so the choice is often made to control,
where we can, how well we are known by others. And there are mechanisms;
defense mechanisms, coping mechanisms that work for many. Ways that help to
manage how we present ourselves to others.

However, the Psalmist spells out that in relation to God, none of that works.
With what tone does the Psalmist speak?
With awe and wonder. Without any fear.

Psalm 139 spells out that biblical knowledge is not about rational knowledge but
relational knowledge. It is not knowledge about cold facts. It is God’s knowledge of



His children, by which each child is carried and cherished by Him: immersed in Love.
Where does love sit?

In the heart.

Biblical knowledge is the knowledge that God is Love, and that we are held within
that Love. It is that knowledge that equips to do what we have to do; to let go what
we have to let go, and so move into the future that is His, for us. It's not the other
way around. It's not the future as we want it, in which we give Him a place where it
suits us; where our fickleness allows Him in, and then out again.

Another voice sounds, Philip’s voice, while Jesus reassures that He will always be
there, with His disciples,

Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” (John 14:8)
Another voice, that shows that Jesus has not been known...To this, Jesus replies

Have | been with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has
seen me has seen the Father. (John 14:9)

The apostle Paul gives, in our passage of this morning the metaphor of precious
treasures held in breakable, jars of clay. At the time that metaphor would have a
significant effect. For the Greek culture was defined by wise Greek philosophers. In
their thinking it was all about beauty and impressive appearance. And here Paul
comes with plain, boring looking jars of clay, which could be bought in any shop,
cheaply.

The point that Paul makes is the contrast between the jar and the content of the jar.
Whatever the jar looked like, whatever its quality, the treasure held within it remained
the treasure.

As for us, in the midst of the transition of the church as institution; in the midst of the
turmoil the church finds itself in, the Treasure of all treasures remains our treasure:
the gift of God’s grace in Jesus Christ. That gift of grace equips to build relationships.
That gift bridges gaps. Do not underestimate what that gift of grace can do, if it is
received with the desire to serve God and not oneself; if that gift of grace is received
to let Him be who He is.

That desire to let Him be who He is, must sound and shine through any prayer that
we pray to Him.

Jesus’s words,
If you ask me anything in my name, | will do it. (John 14:14)

are not to be understood as a promise that anything we want to happen, will happen
as long as we wrap it up in His Name. They don’t give a kind of indirect control over
what we want to happen. Such an understanding would make those words cheap
words. And God’s grace is not cheap.

A child that asks for a knife, is not given a knife out of loving protection for that child.



The promise is that whenever you ask Him for help, He will help, in His way; His
loving way. He determines when and how He does it.

We pray the words of the Lord’s prayer so often:
‘Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven’

Your will be done...these words Jesus said to God in the garden of Gethsemane,
while He was struggling with what He knew was about to happen to Him.

Let the words, “Your will be done’, be your words to God.

O LorD, my heart is not lifted up;
my eyes are not raised too high;
| do not occupy myself with things
too great and too marvelous for me.
2But | have calmed and quieted my soul,
like a weaned child with its mother;
like a weaned child is my soul within me. (Psalm 131)

Amen



