Bible readings

English Standard Version
Old Testament

Isaiah 42:1-9

42 Behold my servant, whom | uphold,
my chosen, in whom my soul delights;
| have put my Spirit upon him;
he will bring forth justice to the nations.
% He will not cry aloud or lift up his voice,
or make it heard in the street;
% a bruised reed he will not break,
and a faintly burning wick he will not quench;
he will faithfully bring forth justice.
* He will not grow faint or be discouraged
till he has established justice in the earth;
and the coastlands wait for his law.

> Thus says God, the LORD,
who created the heavens and stretched them out,
who spread out the earth and what comes from it,
who gives breath to the people on it
and spirit to those who walk in it:
®“| am the LorD; | have called you in righteousness;
| will take you by the hand and keep you;
| will give you as a covenant for the people,
a light for the nations,
to open the eyes that are blind,
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,
from the prison those who sit in darkness.
8| am the LorpD; that is my name;
my glory | give to no other,
nor my praise to carved idols.
®Behold, the former things have come to pass,
and new things | now declare;
before they spring forth
| tell you of them.”
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New Testament
Matthew 3:13-17

3 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him.

14 John would have prevented him, saying, “| need to be baptized by you, and do you
come to me?” ¥ But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us
to fulfil all righteousness.” Then he consented. *® And when Jesus was baptized,
immediately he went up from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to



him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him;
17and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom | am
well pleased.”

Sermon

A personal exodus

A language is not static. It moves, changes. An example of a word that would make
young people raise their eyebrows may be, ‘courting’. It is clearly a word that is no
longer used. There are Dutch expressions used now, that weren’t used when | lived
in the Netherlands.

Also, not every expression or even a word, can be translated into another language.
Therefore, to have such expressions or words understood, an explanation would be
needed.

In the Bible, we come across these particular issues: the issue of the use of words
that are no longer used, together with the issue of translation. What is said, is said by
authors who communicate their own stories, in their own way, but with a mindset
focused on the one purpose:

The purpose of proclaiming who God is.

Our Old Testament passage begins and ends with ‘behold’, and that very same word
we hear twice, again, in our New Testament passage

The words from Isaiah:

Behold my servant, whom | uphold,
my chosen, in whom my soul delights;
| have put my Spirit upon him (Isaiah 42:1)

Matthew:

..and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God
descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; *” and behold, a voice from
heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom | am well pleased.”(Matthew 3:16-
17)

Behold! Look! Give all your attention to what is happening. After the quiet birth of His
son in the stable, the God who on the first page of our Bible speaks and with that
creates, is doing something new. The spirit that was hovering over the face of the
waters; that same spirit is put by God on His servant in Isaiah and then, on His Son,
after the heavens were opened.

Who is that servant in Isaiah’s passage?
45 Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus,

whose right hand | have grasped,
to subdue nations before him



and to loose the belts of kings,
to open doors before him
that gates may not be closed:
24 will go before you
and level the exalted places,
| will break in pieces the doors of bronze
and cut through the bars of iron

I will give you the treasures of darkness
and the hoards in secret places,
that you may know that it is I, the LORD,
the God of Israel, who call you by your name.
“ For the sake of my servant Jacob,
and Israel my chosen,
| call you by your name,
| name you, though you do not know me.
>| am the LorD, and there is no other,
besides me there is no God;
| equip you, though you do not know me,
®that people may know, from the rising of the sun
and from the west, that there is none besides me;
| am the LORD, and there is no other. (Isaiah 45:1-6)

Here we have the answer to the question: ‘Who is this servant, chosen by God?’
Cyrus. But who is Cyrus?

Cyrus is the chosen one by God, a Persian, humble king, through whom God made
a new beginning with Israel.

Israel had been in exile in Babylon. A consequence of their disobedience to God.
After God had led them, through Moses, out of Egypt; after the exodus out of the
land of slavery, they wandered in the desert and entered the promised land. After
God had done what He promised, there in the promised land they disrespected,
undermined Him, overstepped boundaries. In other words, the law, He had given
them, the ten commandments, were thrown out of the window. God had reason to be

angry.

But God, being God, does not remain angry. So, through Cyrus, Israel is allowed to
go home, back to Jerusalem. Cyrus is even called God’s anointed one,

Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus (Isaiah 45:1)

With this, God makes another exodus happen: this time out of Babylon, back to the
promised land.

A new beginning for Israel, at a certain point in their history. However, since the Bible
is a theological, and not a historical book, historical indications are scarce.



Centuries later, again a new beginning is made by God. A new start is initiated;
created by Him. But now it concerns not only the Jews. Now, the world’s Redeemer
is presented by God.

The gospel writer Matthew takes us to the Jordan to see what God does there. There
He presents His Son:

This is my beloved Son, with whom | am well pleased (Matthew 3:17)
Through Him, God makes a new exodus happen.
You may say, wonder, ‘a new exodus?’

Yes, through Jesus God begins; creates a new exodus. But this is a personal exodus
for Jew and non-Jew; for each one of us. ‘Which slavery then?’, you may wonder.
The slavery that is embedded in human nature; attachments to the things that keep
us away from God'’s way. Slavery, that keeps us within the norms and rules of our
will. Our natural desires determine what we want, not what God wants.

It is in that light, that Paul says:

For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a
yoke of slavery. (Galatians 5:1)

That is why Jesus was sent into the world: to redeem us.

Matthew involves, in his faith story, a dove. This makes sense as in the Jewish
tradition a dove is associated with the spirit of God as it was hovering over the
waters. Faith is in the Bible communicated through stories, with enough, but not with
an abundance, of words.

When it comes to faith, it's about quality, not quantity. It's about depth, not
superficiality. Faith is rooted in God’s initiatives.

After He has been through the waters of the Jordan through His baptism by John the
Baptist, Jesus is presented by His heavenly Father. And that is the moment that,
quietly, an invitation is issued: ‘This is my son. Follow Him. For when you follow Him,
you follow me. Let Him lead you out of slavery; your personal one’.

That quiet invitation is implicit in God’s gift to the world.

Quiet...

Jesus did what He did, inspired by the prophets, Moses and Elijah. He did it quietly;
graciously, by being who He was: God’s Son. As Moses led Israel out of slavery, so

does Jesus lead you out of yours.

If you let Him. If you do, then that does not mean that you’re taken on a smooth road.
The road through the desert was not a smooth road.



The road Jesus takes us on is a difficult one, with things that we don’t want to do;
times we don’t want to go through.

But if we keep our eyes fixed on Him, He will give us strength to do what we have to
do; strength to endure what we have to endure; wisdom to make the right choices.
So that we can do what needs to be done, for His Name’s sake.

Amen



