
Bible readings 

English Standard Version 

Old Testament 

Isaiah 43:1-12 

43 But now thus says the LORD, 
he who created you, O Jacob, 
    he who formed you, O Israel: 
“Fear not, for I have redeemed you; 
    I have called you by name, you are mine. 
2 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 
    and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 
    and the flame shall not consume you. 
3 For I am the LORD your God, 
    the Holy One of Israel, your Saviour. 
I give Egypt as your ransom, 
    Cush and Seba in exchange for you. 
4 Because you are precious in my eyes, 
    and honoured, and I love you, 
I give men in return for you, 
    peoples in exchange for your life. 
5 Fear not, for I am with you; 
    I will bring your offspring from the east, 
    and from the west I will gather you. 
6 I will say to the north, Give up, 
    and to the south, Do not withhold; 
bring my sons from afar 
    and my daughters from the end of the earth, 
7 everyone who is called by my name, 
    whom I created for my glory, 
    whom I formed and made.” 

8 Bring out the people who are blind, yet have eyes, 
    who are deaf, yet have ears! 
9 All the nations gather together, 
    and the peoples assemble. 
Who among them can declare this, 
    and show us the former things? 
Let them bring their witnesses to prove them right, 
    and let them hear and say, It is true. 
10 “You are my witnesses,” declares the LORD, 
    “and my servant whom I have chosen, 
that you may know and believe me 
    and understand that I am he. 
Before me no god was formed, 
    nor shall there be any after me. 



11 I, I am the LORD, 
    and besides me there is no saviour. 
12 I declared and saved and proclaimed, 
    when there was no strange god among you; 
    and you are my witnesses,” declares the LORD, “and I am God. 

New Testament 

Matthew 5:13-16 

13 “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be 
restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled 
under people's feet. 

14 “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do 
people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all 
in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may 
see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven. 

Sermon 

You are Mine 

 

A father tells: 

‘It was a beautiful summer afternoon. I was out with my daughter and we were sitting 

at a table outside a café. I was drinking my coffee and she was drinking her 

lemonade with a straw. A bit further away, a man was playing his guitar and singing 

songs. His hat was sitting on the ground, near his foot, and some people put money 

in it. He then smiled and nodded gratefully, while keeping singing and playing his 

guitar. All this added to the beautiful time I had with my little girl. I saw how she kept 

looking at the singer and how she listened to his music and voice. She was 

fascinated by him.  When she had finished her lemonade, she said to me: ‘Daddy, 

isn’t he good? Shall we put money in his hat?’ 

‘Sure’, I said, got my wallet and took some money and then said: ‘There you go, you 

give him this.’ She looked at me, with her big eyes and said, ’Oh, but I don’t dare do 

that…’ 'Ok, we’ll do it together?’ I replied. She agreed. 

Together we walked, hand in hand to the singing man. She listened and at the end of 

the song, she put the money in his hat and told the man, spontaneously, how 

beautiful she thought it was. This turned into a conversation between my little girl 

and the singer.  

I did not say a word. I didn’t need to.’ 

(Lucht tegen leegte, by Rein Algera) 

The presence of the father was enough for the child. 



We prayed together, as we do every Sunday: ‘our Father who art in heaven.’ We 

said the words of the Lord’s prayer to God, in the presence of God, whom we 

worship this morning. The God who sent His Son our Lord Jesus Christ into the 

world; the Son who came from God’s chosen people; Israel; the descendants of 

Abraham.  

It is to them that God speaks, in our Old Testament reading, while Israel was in 

crisis: in exile in Babylon as a consequence of their disobedience to God, in the 

promised land: 

You are my witnesses,” declares the LORD, 
    “and my servant whom I have chosen, 

that you may know and believe me 
    and understand that I am he. 
Before me no god was formed, 

    nor shall there be any after me. 
11 I, I am the LORD, 

    and besides me there is no saviour. 
12 I declared and saved and proclaimed, 

    when there was no strange god among you; 
    and you are my witnesses,” declares the LORD, “and I am God. (Isaiah 43:1—12 

 

‘I, I am the Lord….’ 

These words remind us of the first of the Ten Commandments. 

That first commandment, to have only the Lord as God, is rooted in the fact that only 
He is a God who saves. God saved Israel from slavery, out of Egypt, out of love; out 
of deep love. By saving Israel, God made Israel witnesses of His power. No other 
god did ever such a thing and will ever do such a thing. Only this saving God speaks 
these loving words, 

Fear not, for I have redeemed you; 
    I have called you by name, you are mine (Isaiah 43:1) 

You are mine, Israel, because I chose you; not because you are better compared to 
others, but because of my initiative to save you and to make my covenant with you. 
You have not done anything to become mine. I made you mine, and what you have 
to do is be aware that you are mine. That awareness will then allow my light to shine 
through you. 

From this Israel, that was saved by God, came the Saviour of the world: Jesus 
Christ. And when you are aware that that is so; when you believe that Jesus Christ 
came to save you, then you are the light of the earth and salt of the earth. 

Jesus does not say, ‘You have to be the light of the earth or the salt of the earth. No, 
He says, ‘You are the salt of the earth’, and ‘You are the light of the world’. 



It is crucial to be aware of that identity. Whatever changes take place in your life, that 
identity remains solid and constant, 

‘The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of God remains for ever.’(Isaiah 
40:8) 

God’s word that you are His, stands, throughout all the painful experiences; 
throughout all the uncertainties; illnesses; setbacks; losses. You remain who God 
says you are: His child, in both life and death, through the resurrection of His Son. 
Let that awareness give you comfort and courage to do what you have to do; to 
endure what you have to endure; to let go what you have to let go. 

For that is when God can give you peace in your heart. When that peace is felt by 
you, it shines through you, and others will be affected by that. Maybe not in ways 
that you are aware of; maybe not in big, loud ways. But this is where we need to be 
reminded of what Paul says in 1 Corinthians 13 

3 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy 
gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all 

mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but 
have not love, I am nothing. 3 If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to 

be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing. 

4 Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 5 or rude. It 
does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice at 
wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 7 Love bears all things, believes all things, 

hopes all things, endures all things. 

8 Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will 
cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in 
part, 10 but when the perfect comes, the partial will pass away. 11 When I was a child, 
I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a 
man, I gave up childish ways. 12 For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to 
face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully known. 

13 So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love. 

Love.  

Whether you are 15, 50 or 90 years old: love and continue to love; continue to be 
loved, by your Creator. Let His light shine through a word, a smile, a deed, from you. 
For ‘to love’ is a verb, it gives. It gives what has been given by God first: His Love. 

The little girl who walked up to the singer with her father…she shone, when she 
spoke to the man. It was something good; it was something that undoubtedly put a 
smile on his face, warmth in his heart. Encouragement for the singer, from a little girl. 
She was able to give encouragement because she knew; she was aware that her 
father was there with her. An awareness that gave her the calm and courage to do it, 
and so to shine. 



So it is with us, who live day by day, in the presence of our heavenly Father, 
wherever we are. In the presence of our Lord, Jesus Christ who shines through us, 
because we belong to Him. 

Created by your Creator, you are His.  

Amen 

 

 

 


