Bible readings
Good News Translation
Old Testament reading
Genesis 1:1-3

In the beginning, when God created the universe, the earth was formless and
desolate. The raging ocean that covered everything was engulfed in total darkness,
and the Spirit of God was moving over the water. Then God commanded, “Let there
be light” — and light appeared.

New Testament reading

John 8:12-20

Jesus spoke to the Pharisees again. “I am the light of the world,” he said. “Whoever
follows me will have the light of life and will never walk in darkness.”

The Pharisees said to him, “Now you are testifying on your own behalf; what you say
proves nothing.”

“No,” Jesus answered, “even though | do testify on my own behalf, what | say is true,
because | know where | came from and where | am going. You do not know where |
came from or where | am going. You make judgments in a purely human way; | pass
judgment on no one. But if | were to do so, my judgment would be true, because |
am not alone in this; the Father who sent me is with me. It is written in your Law that
when two witnesses agree, what they say is true. | testify on my own behalf, and the
Father who sent me also testifies on my behalf.”

“Where is your father?” they asked him.

“You know neither me nor my Father,” Jesus answered. “If you knew me, you would
know my Father also.”

Jesus said all this as he taught in the Temple, in the room where the offering boxes
were placed. And no one arrested him, because his hour had not come.



Sermon

Staying online

Someone told me this last week of the awe and wonder she felt, when she was at an
airport, waiting and watching people. Observing people who were all on their
phones. She said: ‘I thought, all these people connect with people throughout the
world...’

Young people don’t know any better.

Connections through phones, tablets, laptops, that’s all normal. But, there was a time
that people had to physically move out of their house to make a phone call from a
telephone box in the street or, get out of their chairs and move physically to their TV,
to change channels.

Human intelligence, cleverness invented technology that made all these connections
possible. Connections that are in place, on a horizontal level.

But, there is also another connection: a vertical one.

Last Sunday was Pentecost Sunday. Do you know what we remember on Pentecost
Sunday? The birth of the Church. Well, Pentecost became the birthday of the
Church, for originally Pentecost was the Jewish feast of the Law. On Pentecost Day
Israel remembered that the Law was given to Israel. It was on the day that Jews
celebrated the gift of the Law, that the Holy Spirit came to the disciples, who were in
Jerusalem. And with the gift of the Holy Spirit from heaven, the church was born.

Here we have the vertical connection, that was created; put in place, from above.
The Spirit with which the church came into being, is the same Spirit Max read about,
in the first three verses of Genesis. They tell us that God’s Spirit was moving over
the waters, while there was darkness and chaos. Then God commanded, by
speaking His Word: ‘Let there be light.” And there was light.

Now, the story as we have it in Genesis, the creation story, is not a historical account
of how the world came into being. It is a story in which God is presented to us where
darkness and chaos, lacking any purpose, were transformed by Him. Transformed
into a well structured place, for His purpose: to be a place for His people. And so we
meet Him, in this first story in the Bible, as the Creator of the world, where He gives
everything its place.

And the character of this God unfolds in the stories that follow, as the God of the
Bible who wants connection with human beings. That is why He created them. A
sensitive God, who has a deep love for people and wants them to flourish, develop,
grow, so that they can give the best of themselves, as you boys learn to do, in the
Boys Brigade.

And being who He is, He sees what we are not able to see. He sees darkness, and
shapelessness and confusion that are not visible to us; not known to us. When these
things are within us: confusion, fear, thoughts that get tangled up...He knows. And



that is when the same God who created order in chaos in the first book of the Bible,
can bring calm and order, and light, within us.

The disciples of Jesus knew all about darkness, hopelessness, and fear, within
them. It was how they were left, when Jesus got arrested, was crucified, and died.
But after all that had happened, He appeared to them, when they were all together in
a room that was locked. When they, trapped in their fear, least expected, He
came...The doors may have been locked, but their hearts were not. They were
vulnerable, and He came, in their vulnerability and gave them calm and peace...

He still does...when you and | least expect.

He does and can, because He is who He says He is, in the passage that Connor
read to us. However, like many people then and now, the Pharisees reject Jesus’s
true identity. They reject the truth that Jesus speaks of Himself, that He is the Son of
God. Even though the things that Jesus did, the healings and miracles,
demonstrated that He was from God, and did all these things through God.

As the Pharisees continued to refuse to believe Him, Jesus points out that they, in
doing so, are inconsistent with their own Law, which requires two witnesses to agree.
Well, here they have Jesus and His Father, that makes two. Yet, Jesus and His
Father are one. They are One in Spirit, the Spirit that was sent, starting the life of the
church.

That is why you and | can be here, and be His church.

Today, the Sunday after Pentecost Sunday, is called Trinity Sunday. On Trinity
Sunday, we remember and celebrate that God, Jesus and the Spirit are Three in
one.

Don’t try to understand it. As Jesus says, in the passage that Connor read: ‘You
make judgments only in a purely human way.’

We can only understand in a human way.

Human intelligence can achieve a lot, by putting together different kinds of
intelligence; by connecting minds, across the world. That is the connection on the
horizontal level.

While that is so, remain aware of that vertical connection that God so much wants
with you. God’s mind can never be understood. But understanding is not what He
asks from us. What He asks from us is that we believe in Him, through His Son
Jesus Christ.

So, while you stay online with all your friends, don’t forget to stay online with Him.

Amen



