Bible readings

Jeremiah 1:4-10

Now the word of the LORD came to me, saying,

5> “Before | formed you in the womb | knew you,
and before you were born | consecrated you;
| appointed you a prophet to the nations.”

6Then | said, “Ah, Lord Gob! Behold, | do not know how to speak, for | am only a
youth.” 7 But the LORD said to me,

‘Do not say, ‘| am only a youth’;

for to all to whom | send you, you shall go,

and whatever | command you, you shall speak.
8 Do not be afraid of them,

for | am with you to deliver you,

declares the LORD.”

9Then the LorD put out his hand and touched my mouth. And the LorD said to me,

“Behold, | have put my words in your mouth.

10 See, | have set you this day over nations and over kingdoms,
to pluck up and to break down,

to destroy and to overthrow,

to build and to plant.”

Luke 4: 16-32

And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And as was his custom,
he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he stood up to read. ” And the
scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the
place where it was written,

18“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me
to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives
and recovering of sight to the blind,
to set at liberty those who are oppressed,
19to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.”

20 And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the
eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 2 And he began to say to them,
“Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 2> And all spoke well of him
and marveled at the gracious words that were coming from his mouth. And they said,
“Is not this Joseph's son?” 22 And he said to them, “Doubtless you will quote to me
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this proverb, “Physician, heal yourself.” What we have heard you did at Capernaum,
do here in your hometown as well.” 4 And he said, “Truly, | say to you, no prophet is
acceptable in his hometown. 2° But in truth, | tell you, there were many widows in
Israel in the days of Elijah, when the heavens were shut up three years and six
months, and a great famine came over all the land, 26 and Elijah was sent to none of
them but only to Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, to a woman who was a widow.

27 And there were many lepersin Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of
them was cleansed, but only Naaman the Syrian.” 22 When they heard these things,
all in the synagogue were filled with wrath. 2° And they rose up and drove him out of
the town and brought him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that
they could throw him down the cliff. 3 But passing through their midst, he went away.

31 And he went down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee. And he was teaching them on
the Sabbath, 32 and they were astonished at his teaching, for his word possessed
authority

Sermon
And He rolled up the scroll and gave it back...

On the eve of the Holocaust Memorial Day, which was last Thursday, 27™ January,
two Jewish men were attacked in London. It demonstrates once more: anti-
Semitism.

For centuries, there has been, not just alienation, but hostility between the church
and synagogue.

So, a reminder that Jesus was a Jew, may well be uneasy for many, but it is certainly
not superfluous. He was circumcised when He was eight days old, like any other
Jewish baby boy. His faith in God was rooted in the Jewish faith tradition. He was
found in the temple as a twelve year old boy, by Mary and Joseph after they had
been worried sick about Him, for three days.

The detailed description Jesus’s teaching, in the synagogue of our New Testament
passage, may be glossed over, or even omitted by some or many, but it is not there
to be glossed over or omitted.

The temple was the religious centre of Israel; Israel’s heart. The synagogues were
there for those to whom the temple was inaccessible. In Luke’s gospel, Jesus’s first
teaching begins in the heart of Israel; in the synagogue, where God’s Word was
heard, reflected on, where people prayed, where God’s will was sought, so He would
navigate His people’s lives. It was the place where Jesus went on the sabbath.

In our passage Jesus is in the synagogue in Nazareth, the town where He grew up.
From 13 years old onwards, a Jewish boy is allowed to read the Torah in the
synagogue, so Jesus must have done it for years, when He, on this Sabbath reads
the passage from the prophet Isaiah

Isaiah speaks about a human who knows he is sent by God. It is a reality that is
sealed; legitimated by the spirit that is put on him, by God Himself. As it happened at



Jesus’s baptism, by John the Baptist in the Jordan. A call that is immersed in the
Spirit of God and therefore is solidly anchored in God’s will. And so the words
spoken by that person, are carried by God’s power. The consequence is an
unbroken relationship with God.

Jesus identifies Himself with such a human; with the prophet Isaiah, with Jeremiah,
as we have it in Old Testament passage.

Jesus reads:

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me
to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives
and recovering of sight to the blind...(Luke 4:18)

When He has finished Jesus says,
“Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing. (Luke 4:21)”
This emphasis on ‘hearing’ is consistent with what is said in Deuteronomy,
Hear, O Israel: The LoRD our God, the LORD is one. (Deuteronomy 6:4)
And, with what is said by the apostle Paul:

So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ. (Romans
10:17)

This emphasis on hearing does not seem to fit well in our social media culture. It
doesn’t go with the quickness with which things are visualised. It doesn’t go with

quickly written messages that are exchanged within seconds between persons in
different parts of the world, of course with no commas or full stops.

The nature of God’s Word is what it is: His Word as it is spoken by Him, in order to
be heard: addressing what lies in the heart of people.

While all the eyes are focused on Jesus, the words that come out of Jesus’s mouth
trigger awe and wonder. Isaiah’s words are recognized by the hearers of Jesus, in
Nazareth’s synagogue. However, the marvelling that they cause, while coming out of
the mouth of just an ordinary carpenter’s son....that doesn’t make sense

Is this not Joseph’s son? (Luke 4:22)

The effect that Jesus’s words has on His hearers, does not match with how he is
known by them: as Joseph’s son.

Now, Jesus is at the beginning of his ministry. That means that these fellow
townsmen don’t know yet, what we, as readers know: that Jesus is the Son of God.

So, they are puzzled. And the natural reaction to puzzlement is to find a way to get
out of it; We know there are mysteries, but we feel better when we can solve them.
We like proof.



Proof is what Jesus’s fellow townsmen want. Having heard what He has done in
Capernaum, they want Him to show them, what He showed people in Capernaum.
After all, they are His fellow townsmen.

In the midst of all this; in the midst of what people know and don’t know; then and
now, Jesus has all knowledge of what goes on in the human heart.

It is as Psalm 139 says:

O Lorb, you have searched me and known me!
2You know when | sit down and when | rise up;
you discern my thoughts from afar.
3You search out my path and my lying down
and are acquainted with all my ways.
4 Even before a word is on my tongue,
behold, O LoRrD, you know it altogether.
5>You hem me in, behind and before,
and lay your hand upon me.
6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;
it is high; | cannot attain it. (Psalm 139:1-6)

The spirit of God that was put on Jesus, makes Jesus know what they, His fellow
townsmen, quietly, are thinking. And the unsaid words of their hearts, are said by
Jesus

“Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, “Physician, heal yourself.”(Luke 4:23)

They mean: practice what You preach, now, before our eyes!

Jesus had read the words of Isaiah; the good news: Words of healing, to which
Jesus added His words:

“Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”

Captured by the words of Isaiah, spoken by Jesus, with and through the power of
God Himself, the people of Nazareth want Jesus to prove Himself. It’s all very well to
speak pretentiously Jesus. Prove Yourself!

Here, Jesus is at the beginning of His ministry. At the end of His ministry, He will
again, be challenged to prove Himself:

If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.” (Matthew 27:40)
“If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” (Luke 23:37)
But as for the episode in Nazareth, Jesus has this response to his town fellows.

If you think that you are in a position where you have the right to make me show you,
what | have shown somewhere else, let me remind you of the prophets Elijah and
Elisha.

In Elijah’s time, when there were many widows in Israel, suffering from the famine,
God did not send Elijah to any of the Israelite widows, but to a widow outside Israel.



While there were many lepers in Israel, in Elisha’s time, God did not send this
prophet to any of them, but to Naaman, to cure him, a non-Israelite.

Jesus takes those who challenge Him to what God Himself had done in the past: He
chose to do things, through His prophets, outside Israel.

Jesus makes clear:
God’s will be done, not yours.
With this, the good atmosphere that was there, changes...into hatred

Why did You need to do this Jesus? Why did You need to put Your finger on
thoughts that were kept quietly in people’s heart, and say them out loud? They all
spoke well of You. They marvelled at Your gracious words. But You spoiled the
good, uplifting atmosphere.

Now they are angry, they want to kill You.

Or... is this why God sent You into the world? s it that, by doing what You are
doing, You take us to what it really is about, in our lives: a clean, honest heart
towards God? Is it that, in the midst of the tensions of the world, of the country where
we live, You show who God is? Is it, that in the midst of all the uncertainties and
conflicting signals in the world, yes, in the midst of the conflicting emotions in
ourselves, You set us free, through Your Love, with Your peace...?

Is being set free by You, costly...? Our own desires; our own ways... Do we need to
leave them with You...? Is that why You came...to help us follow You, so You can
make sure that we stay close to God...?

Yes, that is why | came.

Amen



