
Bible Readings 
 
Psalm 93  
 
The LORD reigns; he is robed in majesty; 
the LORD is robed; he has put on strength as his 
belt. 
Yes, the world is established; it shall never be 
moved. 
2 Your throne is established from of old; 
    you are from everlasting. 

3 The floods have lifted up, O LORD, 
    the floods have lifted up their voice; 
    the floods lift up their roaring. 
4 Mightier than the thunders of many waters, 
    mightier than the waves of the sea, 
    the LORD on high is mighty! 

5 Your decrees are very trustworthy; 
    holiness befits your house, 
    O LORD, forevermore. 

Revelation 1:1-8 

1 The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave 
him to show to his servants[a] the things that must 
soon take place. He made it known by sending his 
angel to his servant John, 2 who bore witness to the 
word of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, 
even to all that he saw. 3 Blessed is the one who 
reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+1%3A1-8&version=ESV#fen-ESV-30683a


blessed are those who hear, and who keep what is 
written in it, for the time is near. 

4 John to the seven churches that are in Asia: 

Grace to you and peace from him who is and who 
was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits 
who are before his throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ 
the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and 
the ruler of kings on earth. 

To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins 
by his blood 6 and made us a kingdom, priests to his 
God and Father, to him be glory and dominion 
forever and ever. Amen. 7 Behold, he is coming with 
the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those 
who pierced him, and all tribes of the earth will 
wail[b] on account of him. Even so. Amen. 

8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord 
God, “who is and who was and who is to come, the 
Almighty.” 

 
 

Sermon            A letter from above 

Do we still write letters…by hand? We live at a time 

that that is not done much. Maybe even hardly. My 

seven year old granddaughter is busy, and 

enjoying, learning the joined writing. Having 

watched her, concentrating on her writing, I can see 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+1%3A1-8&version=ESV#fen-ESV-30689b


what Anita Warwick the Executive Head Teacher of 

Uplands Primary School in Sandhurst and the 

Forest Learning Alliance, means when she says. 

(FLA) 

“When children use a print style of writing (not 

joined) they see words as a series of isolated 

letters. When joining however, the word is seen a 

whole; spelling errors are less likely.” 

The ability to see things within the wholeness of 

their context, rather than seeing them as detached 

from each other, is important. However, from within 

our limited perspectives, we do only see what is 

obvious to us.; what comes to us, as opposed to 

how God sees. He sees all the different situations 

we are in; sees all the aspects of our lives: our joy 

and sadness, our confusion, uncertainties and fears 

anger. He sees all the different churches, 

throughout the whole world. 

The worship in the church I went in the Netherlands 

started two hours before you started:10 am, which 

is only 9 am here. I thought: ‘Still two hours to go 

before Polmont starts.’ 

Out of sight, but not completely out of mind. 

Worshipped at different times, in different countries, 

with different bible readings and hymns, different 

kind of preaching, in a different language, the One 

being worshipped was and is the same.  He saw 



and sees all of us from above, always. It is as the 

Psalmist says 

He will not let your foot be moved; 

    he who keeps you will not slumber.(Psalm 121:3) 

Our New Testament passage is part of the whole 

book of Revelation, which is addressed to 

congregations consisting of both Jewish and non-

Jewish Christians. It’s the last book of the bible. 

This morning’s passage is the beginning of the last 

book and it is presented in the form of a letter, 

written by the Apostle John. His name, John, 

means, ‘graced by God’. John’s book of Revelation 

is addressed to seven congregations. The number 

seven is not surprising, if you remember that ‘seven’ 

is the number of fullness. It has the biblical meaning 

of completeness, wholeness. 

Yes, oneness. And that takes us to the Holy One 

who is here 

4 “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is 

one. 5 You shall love the LORD your God with all 

your heart and with all your soul and with all your 

might. 6 And these words that I command you today 

shall be on your heart. (Deuteronomy 6:4,6) 

These words are addressed to Israel, but the 

commandment to love the Lord your God, who is 

one in word and deed, with all your heart and with 

all your soul and with all your might is also for us. 



The first commandment urging us to respond to the 

grace and peace, the perspective from which John 

wrote to the congregations. The peace and grace in 

which he himself, as the author, stands, firmly. The 

peace and grace we share. 

At the end of one of the services I attended in the 

Netherlands, just before the Benediction, something 

happened. Something moving. To me it was 

moving. The minister, Ds Erik Schippers, had read 

‘a letter from above’, which he had written himself to 

his congregation, after the briefing from the Prime 

Minister, who gave the message that restrictions 

had to be tightened again. And he had written that 

letter from the same perspective as John did, when 

he wrote to the seven congregations. From the 

same perspective; as God’s servant, from within the 

same grace and peace, in which he and I and you 

stand.  

He put the letter back in the envelope and said to 

the congregation he wanted to pass that letter 

on…to you, the congregation in Polmont, via me. 

And then he moved away from behind the 

communion table and walked to me, handing the 

letter over to me. The letter was addressed to  

the protestant parish around the house at the Bron 

(the house at the well) in Stadspolders, Dordrecht, 

Having been passed on to me for you, it now also 

says: 



to the protestant parish Church of Polmont 

Grace and peace to you. 

And when I say, ‘grace and peace’, I don’t mean 

that just as a greeting at the beginning of a letter: I 

mean it literally. 

I think you could do with grace and peace at this 

particular time. Believe me, I see you. I see that you 

are going through an annoying, difficult time. And 

when you think it is passing, it seems to start all 

over again. The figures go up, restrictions are 

tightened again. And I do understand that it is all 

very discouraging for you. That you are just fed up. 

How is this going to end? What does the future look 

like? 

That is why I thought: I shall send a letter. 

Something I have done more often, in the past. Just 

to encourage you, to persevere. 

 I believe that stories and rumours go around. Some 

wonder where I am and if I have anything to do with 

the virus. Others think that I, ad randomly, throw 

infections into the world, from above. And then 

there are others who think I have brought this virus 

into the world to announce the end of times. 

Something like that. They seem to think that, with 

the bible in their hands, they can indicate what is 

going on.  



Without doubt, with the best intentions, they seem 

to think that they know what exactly is happening. 

Vaccination as the beast of the end of times. 

Restrictions to set boundaries for religions. 

Suspicion against governments. One says one 

thing, the other says another thing. Causing 

confusion. And I understand. There’s so much 

uncertainty, so much misunderstanding, so much 

doubt, so much confusion. Everybody searches for 

steadfastness. But where? How? 

To be honest: all this is not that new. Throughout 

the ages there have been disasters and epidemics. 

Also, throughout the ages, there have been people 

who thought they could calculate when the end of 

times would begin. But…please, don’t use my 

words, don’t use the bible as a puzzle book, in 

which I let people write the hows, whys and whats. 

That is not how I meant it! 

Yes, by means of a kind of secrecy language, I 

hinted in the last bible book at what humankind can 

expect. But not with the intention to frighten you; not 

with the intention to give you pieces of a jigsaw with 

which you can make sense of your lives. It is 

intended to keep you awake! That is true. To 

prevent you from dozing off your daily lives  

You know, what I do and do not do, remains a 

mystery. Don’t forget that lots of other powers are 

moving in the world you are living in. But that 



doesn’t mean that I am not there. That is something 

you must remember. This is what you need to hold 

on to: ‘I am the Alpha and the Omega, says the 

Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come. 

The Almighty’ (Revelation 1:8) 

The Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the 

end. The beginning of the world and the end of the 

world; the beginning and the end of your existence; 

of your life. I have the first word, I have the last 

word. And between that beginning and end, live 

your life while all sorts of things can happen, good 

and bad things. Don’t wreck your brains about how 

these things can be, who arranges these? For that 

will remain a mystery for you. 

Know, believe with your heart and mind, that 

nothing goes unnoticed by me; that I stand at the 

beginning and at the end; that nothing slips through 

my fingers; that I am there; that I am holding you. 

Therefore, live your life in trust! In trust, in me. It will 

be well. Don’t be afraid. Keep courage. Keep loving.  

Love to all of you 


