
 

Bible readings, October 10th 2021 

English Standard Version 

Deuteronomy 24:14-15 

14 “You shall not oppress a hired worker who is poor and needy, whether he is one of 
your brothers or one of the sojourners who are in your land within your towns. 15 You 
shall give him his wages on the same day, before the sun sets (for he is poor and 
counts on it), lest he cry against you to the LORD, and you be guilty of sin. 

Matthew 20:10-16 

10 Now when those hired first came, they thought they would receive more, but each 
of them also received a denarius. 11 And on receiving it they grumbled at the master 
of the house, 12 saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them 
equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 13 But he 
replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me 
for a denarius? 14 Take what belongs to you and go. I choose to give to this last 
worker as I give to you. 15 Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to 
me? Or do you begrudge my generosity?’16 So the last will be first, and the first last.” 

 

Sermon 

Deal! 

Although moving house is always stressful, when it’s a good move, you look forward 
to getting the keys, so you can get on with things. To get the keys of a new house is 
one thing. Getting the keys of the kingdom of heaven...that is something else. The 
lucky one was Peter, 

18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates 
of hell shall not prevail against it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, 
and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose 

on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” (Matthew 16:18-19) 

It is in Matthews’s story. 

It is a warm day. Jesus and the disciples are walking for hours. Then they take a 

rest. 

Suddenly Peter says to Jesus: ‘We are walking with you; -left everything and 

everyone behind; what is the reward? (Matthew 19:27)’ 

Jesus replies: ‘When you get to the gate of heaven, you can walk straight on.’ 

Peter: ‘Good idea. That would be fair’. 



Jesus: ‘You know what…you should be the gate keeper of heaven, then you decide 

who goes in and who doesn’t.’  

Peter: ‘Another good idea.’ 

Jesus: ‘You do need to learn a lot first though, to be able to be the gatekeeper.’ 

Peter: ‘ Like what…?’  

Jesus tells: 

A man owned a vineyard.  

When the grapes had fully ripened he, the land owner, went to the market place, as 

that was the place where he would find workers for the harvest of the grapes. 

It’s early, 6 am. ‘Do you want to pick grapes for 1 denarius (=Roman silver coin), for 

a day’s work?  

Deal! 

The sun rose, the men started to work  

Then, when it was the 3rd hour, so 9 am, the owner went back to the marketplace. 

He found more workers who were waiting for work. The land owner said, ‘You work 

in the vineyard too, I will pay you well.’ 

But there were so many grapes, that the owner went back another wo times: at the 

sixth hour, so 12pm and at the 9thth hour, 3pm.  

And after that, he went again, at the 11th hour, 5 pm, when it was it was getting 

cooler. And yes, there were still a few men. 

The land owner asked them: ‘Have you not done any work today?’. They replied, ‘No 

sir’. Landowner: ‘Why?’ The men answered: ‘Nobody hired us’. 

The land owner said, ‘Well, come quickly, you can still work a few hours’. And so 

they did, until it was getting dark 

When the time came to pay the workers, the owner said to his foreman: 

‘Pay those of the 11th hour first’ 

Each received 1 denarius. 

Seeing that, the workers of the first hour said to each other, ‘That looks good for us. 

They worked only a few hours, when it was cool, whereas we worked all day in the 

scorching sun, so how much will we get…?’ 

When it was their turn the owner said: ‘There you are, 1 denarius. 

‘1 Denarius…? That’s not fair! 

Are we getting the same as the workers of the 11th hour, who worked only a few 

hours, when it was cool, while we worked all day in the scorching sun?!’ 



The land owner said to one of them: ‘Are you saying that I am not fair? Was 1 

Denarius for the day not the deal? Whose vineyard is it? Can I not do what I want 

with what is mine? Why are you upset? Are you angry because I am generous to the 

others?’ 

Jesus said to Peter: 

‘In order to understand this story, you must learn a lot Peter. For instance, you 

should know that above, they are not good at maths; at calculating. 

What counts to God is not when you come, but that you come. 

And, what you also need to learn is that the Lord turns things upside down. The first 

will be the last and the last will be the first. The Lord has actually a sense of humour.’ 

Peter said, ‘I don’t see it.’ Jesus replied, ‘No, that is exactly why you still need to 

learn a lot… 

This is not so much a story about the vineyard. 

This is a story about different ways of thinking. 

Is it hard to understand the workers of the first hour...? No, it is easy to understand 

their unhappiness. 

Can we feel what the workers of the last hour feel…? Who receive what they actually 

have not earned… 

May be we can, if we have received from someone’s generosity, without having done 

much for that person…? 

And then, the land owner… 

He pays the workers of the last hour first, so that the workers of the first hour have 

not already gone home with their one denarius, and can see what the land owner 

does.  

And he responds to one of them by asking: 

‘Did I not stick to the deal we made?’ 

‘Can I not do what I choose to do with what is mine?’ 

‘Are you unhappy about my generosity?’ 

Do we understand who the owner of the vineyard is? 

Jesus 

When the landowner asks the three questions, he addresses the worker of the first 

hour with ‘friend’, and you can hear a mixture of sadness; surprise and 

disappointment in Jesus’s voice. 

For three times the friend does not want to share in the generous love from Jesus for 

all the workers. Three times he does not want to be the friend of Jesus, that Jesus 

wishes him to be. 



It’s up to you and me whether we, as followers of our Lord Jesus Christ, want to 

share the generosity of His love or not. 

I quote from a book called, ‘Short but sweet’, that’s what it would be called if the 

Dutch was translated. 

“When someone works eight hours a day and gets paid for it, it’s called wages. 

When someone stands up for someone and receives a reward for that, it’s called a 

prize. When someone gets acknowledgement for long service, long commitment, 

then it’s a distinction. But if someone can neither earn wages, nor win a prize and 

cannot do anything that deserves a distinction, then we have a good image of God’s 

unearned love. That is the meaning of grace in the bible”. 

Through the parable, Jesus draws his hearers into the law of Moses, for Jesus’s 

mind and heart were immersed; were rooted in the thinking of that Law as it had 

been given by God to Moses.  

The law that was determined, shaped by the grace of God. The law that was given 

out of His Love for all people. That is the law that Jesus fulfils.  

Only that grace can overcome tension between fairness, freedom and goodness. 

Like Peter, we need to learn to live in terms of that grace. 

Amen 

 


