Not one, but twol!

When | was expecting my first child, | hoped, deep down that it would be twins. |
never got twins, but | did get more than | hoped for, as | got three children within
three years.

Pregnancy, getting more than you hoped for...that is what we have in our Old
Testament reading.

And in this story, Rebekah, the second matriarch is barren, like her mother in law
Sarah. Barrenness is a theme throughout Israel’s story. Yet, it is from within Israel,
that God’s Son, was born.

God hears Isaac’s prayer. After years of rest in Rebekah’s womb, the rest turns into
unrest. Because Rebekah gets pregnant with twins; fighting twins. It is normal,
natural that one of the twins is stronger than the other. But that the stronger shall
serve the younger...that is not how it works in life.

But then, this is a rule that belongs to God’s way; these words are spoken by God;
here we hear God’s Word. And where God speaks, when He speaks, natural ways
make way for God’s ways.

The rule that the stronger shall serve the younger prepares us for when we hear
Jesus’ words to His disciples, ‘Many who are first will be last, and the last first.’
(Matthew 20:16)

Back to the twins. The fighting between them continues during birth, but it is Esau
who manages to come out first, while his heel is grasped by his brother.

They grow up as two very different boys. But these two boys are not just two boys.
These boys represent two ways of life. Esau, the Rough one, does not ask
guestions; he sees what is there. That’s it. A hunter, free, lives in nature but... he
does not see God...

And Jacob, the Heel-Holder...? Jacob is, a mummy’s boy and when mum runs
around and does everything for you it allows room for fantasies that the world
revolves around you. Yet, he senses that there is more than what can be seen.
Wondering about the things that cannot be seen, Jacob senses that life holds a
secret and he is keen to find out more about it.

So Jacob has questions.

Imagine Jacob at school. For instance, when his teacher teaches that Israel is the
carrier of the blessing.

Jacob does not understand, so he asks his teacher:

‘How can that be that, of all the nations God chose Israel to be the carrier of His
blessing? | mean, we are not special. We are certainly not the eldest neither are we
the strongest...’



The teacher says...

‘Mmm...l don’t know either. But what | do know is that God does not think like
people. He reverses things. Take for instance, the story about Cain and Abel. Cain
was the eldest, but it was Abel’s offering that God accepted. But then...after Cain
killed his brother Abel, Cain got the assurance from God that if anyone would do him
harm, God would be there for Cain. Strange...isn’t it?’

‘Yes,” Jacob answers,’Very strange....I need to think about that...’
‘You do that...’ his teacher says.

This imagined conversation between Jacob and his teacher shows that we, by
ourselves, could not know God; that human wisdom can not discover Him; that no
argument can lead to Him.

This mystery, the mystery of Israel being carrier of the blessing given by God, that is
called the ‘birth-right’.

As the one who was born first, Esau had that birth-right, but he exchanged it for a
bowl of soup. ‘What value does the birth-right have to me?’ he says. ‘1 am starving
now so | need food, now! You have the birth-right, | have the soup. Deal done.’

Clever Jacob. Sneaky Jacob. But while being clever and sneaky, Jacob cherishes
God’s gift; the secret that God gave first to his grandfather Abraham, then to his
father Isaac. Jacob wants that blessing, the blessing which is despised by his brother
Esau. Despised.

Here we have Esau’s contempt over against Jacob’s keenness; the contrast
between the two ways of life as they are represented by Jacob and Esau.

It is these same two ways of life that we are given in our New Testament reading:
our New Testament passage is rooted in our Old Testament passage. And that is
why the story of Jacob and Esau, even though it doesn’t seem to be a story that is
relevant to us, is relevant to us. Esau set his mind on the flesh, chose for a life
without God,

For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh,
but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit.
® For to set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and
peace. ' For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit
to God's law; indeed, it cannot.  Those who are in the flesh cannot please God.
(Romans 8:5-8)

Jacob gave Esau what he wanted: food. Esau ate, got up and went. Where to...? To
a life without secrets; a life without deep thinking; without looking, without asking
guestions; keeping himself out of the tradition.



And Jacob...? What about him...? God’s story with Jacob continued but in this story
Jacob had a lot to learn. Oh, he did face the consequences of taking advantage of
Esau’s weakness, but he was never placed outside God’s grace.

Just as you are never placed outside God’s grace on the journey that He began with
you.

For,

You....are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you.
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. *° But if Christ
is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of
righteousness. * If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you,
he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies
through his Spirit who dwells in you (Romans 8:9-11)

Amen



