
Exaltation on Golgotha 

We heard in our Old Testament reading the words 
that Joseph said to the cupbearer, who was 
released from prison, 

Only remember me, when it is well with you, and 
please do me the kindness to mention me to 

Pharaoh…(Genesis 40:14)  

Yet the chief cupbearer did not remember Joseph, 
but forgot him. 

A sad thing that such a request is forgotten. And 
that sadness is even more profound when you learn 
that the theme of this story is ‘brotherhood’. And so 
it says earlier: 

‘The captain of the guard appointed Joseph to be 
with them’ (Genesis 40:4) 

It does not say that Joseph is appointed over them, 
he was put next to them, with them. They are all in 
the same boat. The story of Joseph and his 
brothers, the sons of Jacob, is about brotherhood. 

In his book ‘Not in God’s name’, the late Rabbi 
Jonathan Sacks gives a joke from the film ‘The 
Imitation Game’ by Alan Turing. 

‘Two friends are walking in the jungle when they 
hear the roar of a lion. The first starts to think of 



places where they can hide. The second puts on his 
running shoes, to which the first reacts: What are 
you thinking…? You cannot possibly run faster than 
a lion’. To this, the second replies: ‘I just need to run 
faster than you.’ 

The first man thinks in terms of a collective solution, 
while the second man thinks in terms of self 
interest. As Jonathan Sacks puts it: ‘The second 
man thinks of a solution that will save him at the 
cost of his friend. He knows that, come what may, 
one of them will die and he prefers it not to be him.’  

Here we have the human dilemma in a joke. What 
comes first? Common good or individual interest? 
The truth seems to be, we are not either or…we are 
both. We both cooperate and compete. The conflict 
sits within each of us and so we carry with us 
tension within a world that is full of tension, pain, 
divisions, anger… 

And that is exactly the reason why it is of crucial 
importance to remember that, apart from all the 
interactions and dynamics on earth, on this 
horizontal level, there is still this vertical movement, 
when we remember the words of the Psalmist 

I lift my eyes to the hills 

From where does my help come? 

My help comes from the Lord 



Who made heaven and earth (Psalm 121:1,2) 

This Lord chose not to stay up high, at a distance 
from His people in the world. He chose to be with 
them, in the world.  

In our New Testament passage we read, that there 
is acknowledgment from those who mock the God 
who presented Himself through His Son Jesus 
Christ. Those who humiliate Him confirm, at the 
same time, that He saves. But He did not do that in 
the way that He was expected it to do. He does not 
do it in the way that is expected from Him. He helps, 
but in His own way. And the way in which he helps 
leaves room for unbelief, doubts, ridicule… for our 
free will. Then and now. 

There is an irony in that first the rulers, while 
mocking Him, confirmed that Jesus saved others. 
Scoffing at Him they say:  

He saved others, let Him save Himself, if He is the 
Christ of God.(Luke 23:35) 

In other words, Saviour, save yourself…These 
words recur like a chorus, three times. 

The second time it is the soldiers, who say: 

If You are the King of the Jews, save yourself (Luke 
23:37) 



The third time it is one of the criminals next to Him 
who says: 

Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and us! (Luke 
23:39) 

And so we learn that Jesus could not save 
Himself… only God could. And He did, but not until 
His beloved Son suffered the worst of humanity, as 
Scripture had foretold. His suffering and death were 
intrinsic to the path to the eventual victory over 
death. His sacrifice had to precede His exaltation. A 
shortcut to that exaltation was not an option.  

And so we see that, in God’s thinking, things are 
reversed: the last will be the first and the first will be 
the last. 

For the words of mocking were not the last words.  

There was another criminal. And he says something 
different. He calls God’s Son by His Name: Jesus. 
This reflects his honesty and his belief. In contrast 
to the sarcasm of the rulers, the soldiers and the 
other criminal, this man could see Jesus’ royal 
authority. In the midst of his own humiliation, this 
criminal could already see the exaltation of Jesus. 
From within that belief, he requests, 

Jesus, remember me when you come into your 
kingdom. (Luke 23:42) 



With this confession, in the midst of the darkness of 
humiliation and suffering, there is, from the mouth of 
this criminal, already exaltation on Golgotha. 

The request from this man to Jesus echoes the 
request of Joseph to the chief cup bearer 

Only remember me, when it is well with you 
(Genesis 40:14) 

Jesus remains true to His mission to love and save 
others. He lets God’s compassion speak and win, 
when He says: 

Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in 
Paradise…(Luke 23:43) 

Jesus was able to save because He let God save 
Him; He let God raise Him from the dead. And that 
would not have been possible without Jesus' 
obedience to and trust in God. He who was treated 
without compassion can give, continues to give 
compassion because the source of His compassion 
lies in God Himself. 

The film ‘Hacksaw Ridge’ from Mel Gibson is a 
biographical movie about Desmond Doss. The film 
shows that and how this man’s solid, 
unconventional belief equips him to fight against the 

military establishment. For he insists on being 
allowed to serve without a firearm. Eventually they 
let him and so he saves 75 lives…without ever 



using a weapon. Despite his suffering from 
humiliation and mocking he remains loyal to his 
mission to save and give shelter to his peers in the 
middle of battle; he continues to remember them. 
He can because of his ability to have compassion. 

Jesus came into the world to show God’s 
compassion; to show His face. When we turn our 
face to Him with the humility of the criminal on the 
cross; when we remember to do that; when we 
remember to be receptive to His compassion, then 
we will more and more learn to think, not in terms of 
competition, but in terms of brotherhood. And so we 
can discover that, in this world, He can be our 
shelter, just as it says in the Psalm … 

God is our refuge and strength 

A very present help in trouble (Psalm 46:1) 

 

Amen 

 

 

 

 



 


