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Emerging from a crisis, with hope and thanks
During the last two Sundays there was, after a long time, congregational singing
again in church. Soft voices could be heard during the service from behind the
masks, though some had to stop singing before the end of the last verse. Progress
after a crisis that left nobody untouched, happens slowly.
As most of us have had the two Covid vaccinations, we can feel more reassured as restrictions are
gradually being eased. We are fortunate that we live in a country where there has been a good
vaccination roll out. For so many, elsewhere in the world, that is not the case.
In that light, the Moderator of the General Assembly, Rt Hon Lord Wallace of Tankerness QC,
launched a joint initiative between the Church of Scotland and Christian Aid. It is an initiative that
gives those, who have received the two vaccinations, the opportunity to express their thanks, by
offering a financial gift. We are all encouraged to do so, through the following link,
https://giving.give-star.com/online/christian-aid/cos-just-vaccine-rollout
It is an opportunity that reminds me of a particular point in the Bible story of
Noah, in the book of Genesis: where he, coming out of the crisis of the flood,
brings a thanksgiving offer to God. Thinking of the many in the world who are
not emerging with us, from the global pandemic, we have the chance to bring our thanksgiving
offer in the form of a financial gift.
Meanwhile, life as we are living it now, remains far from the life that we were used to living before
March last year. For those who have lost loved ones, life will never be the same. We continue to
find ourselves in the midst of uncertainties and challenges, both collectively and individually.
While that is so, keep believing the words of our closing hymn this morning,
God sent His son, They called Him Jesus,
He came to love, heal and forgive
He lived and died to buy my pardon
An empty grave is there to prove my Savior lives
Because He lives I can face tomorrow
Because He lives all fear is gone
Because I know (Yes I know) He holds the future
And life is worth a living just because He lived
(Complete Mission Praise 52, by Gloria and William J Gaither)
Our living Saviour continues to go before us, in both life and death.
Continuing to follow Him, let us love with the love with which He first
loved us. And let us from within that love share the words, as they are
given to us, through the prayer from Christian Aid.
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God of Hope, Sustainer of all life,
We give You thanks for the Coronavirus vaccines, for the skill and wisdom of scientists, NHS staff
and Key Workers.
By the power of Your Spirit, may we overflow with hope and joy as we see our friends, families and
neighbours protected.
God of Justice, Protector of the vulnerable, may we be your well-washed hands and willing feet.
Move us to give and act, to challenge the injustices that anger You.
May we seek to protect all Your children, particularly those for whom the vaccine is out of reach.
With hope and trust we pray,
Amen.
Every blessing,
Debbie van Welie

JULY LIFE & WORK
Debbie features in this month’s Life & Work in The Big Question section, in which she is one of 5
people who answer the question: “What psalm or hymn uplifts you most, spiritually?” Debbie
chose Psalm 127 – read her response on page 10.

SUNDAY WORSHIP AT POLMONT OLD
 The Church is open for Sunday Worship at 11.00am each week.
 As previously, we trust that you appreciate we must comply with the
Church of Scotland and the Scottish Government guidelines relevant to
the Covid 19 pandemic.
A reminder of these guidelines;
 Access to our Church will be by the main front door, with no access to the back of the
Church, nor to the balcony.
 Our welcoming team will be on duty to advise and guide you.
 Offerings will be received on entry in the vestibule of the Church.
 For those wishing to attend our Church services, and as numbers are still limited, please
phone our Session Clerk Mr Ian McLean by Thursday prior to Sunday Worship.
 Unfortunately lifts to Church cannot be offered due to Covid 19 restrictions.
 Please keep in mind the Covid 19 guidelines, especially if you or any of your family are
displaying symptoms of the virus to Stay at Home.
 For those of you who are unable to join us, services are still being streamed online.
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POLMONT FELLOWSHIP
After the long break due to
the pandemic, the committee
met to decide the next stages.
It was decided to call a meeting on
29 July 2021 at 2 pm in the Church Hall.
At the moment no-one is keen to take a
leading roll so unless someone else is willing,
we see the demise of the Fellowship as we
know it now.

CHURCH HALL
Some good news - our church hall has
reopened again and is busy with lots of
groups and classes. We have lots of new
Covid 19 procedures in place to keep
everyone safe and they are working well. The
office is still closed and I am working from
home so if you to contact me please email
administrator@polmontold.org.uk or call the
office number (01324 715995) and leave a
message.

However, we do see a need for something
less formal, in a morning or afternoon, in its
place, so would encourage all members to
attend so we can look to the future.
Due to Covid rules, if you would like to
attend could you please contact Janice Lewis
on 01324 712531 or 07715556719.
Yours in friendship
Janice Lewis

Groups and classes available at this time are:
Monday:
Enjoy a Ball
Wednesday:

Minister
Rev Debbie van Welie
℡ 01324 715995

Paracise with Kristy
Pilates with Jo

Thursday:

Dance 4 Passion

Friday:

Evolve Dance

Saturday:

Ta Kwon Do

We hope to have more groups and classes
starting back after the summer holidays. If
you require any further information
regarding classes please get in touch.

Session Clerk

Ian W McLean

Treasurer

Nancy Rule

Church & Hall
Administrator

Lynda McKechnie

Church Office
Church Hall
Main Street,
Polmont, FK2 0PT
℡ 01324 715995
email: contactus@polmontold.org.uk

Lynda McKechnie
Church & Hall Administrator
ORDINATION OF PHILIP HACKING
as an Ordained Local Minister
To be held in Polmont Old Parish Church
On 12th August 2021

Website
www.polmontold.org.uk

Service will be live-streamed
Details to follow on the church website
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WEDNESDAY
CLUB

STEWARDSHIP AND
FINANCE UPDATE
JUNE 2021

Hello to all our members. It seems such a
long time since we enjoyed our weekly
meetings and a good blether over our cup of
tea or coffee.

2020 feels like a very long time ago, and it wasn't
a year that we would want to spend too much
time thinking about. However, it's important that
we let you know the final financial position of the
church at the end of 2020. As you would expect,
the restrictions associated with the COVID-19
pandemic affected both the church's income and
its expenditure during 2020. Total income in 2020
(around £99,960) was around 15% lower than in
2019. Expenses at around £106,940 were around
13% lower than in 2019. This meant that our
reserves at the end of 2020 were around £7,000
lower than at the end of 2019 (£117,146, down
from £124,129).

There is no clear picture of when we will be
able to meet up and enjoy each other’s
company again. I would like to think that
when the new session starts in September,
we would have a better picture of where we
are, and we could then start and make
arrangements to move forward.
Hope you are all keeping well and now able
to get out and about a little more. We will let
you know as soon as we are allowed to meet
up as a group, have freedom to have some
entertainment and have access to the
facilities required. Take care of yourselves
and hope to see you before too long.

If you would like more details, the church's full
2020 Report and Accounts is available via the
"About Us" page on our website, and is also now
on the website of the Scottish Charity Regulator
(OSCR). Also, our treasurer Lorna Farquhar would
be happy to answer your questions.

We would all like to wish Nanette Hotchkiss
‘Many Happy Returns’ as she celebrates her
90th Birthday.
Betty Glen
Age Concern

What about 2021 so far? The first few months
continued to be a very challenging time for all of
us, and the church continued to use up reserves
over January, February and March. Since then,
with the church re-opening for worship and some
activities able to re-start in the hall, we have seen
a slight improvement. We continue to monitor
the church's financial position closely and keep
the Kirk Session informed. As the COVID-19
restrictions (hopefully) continue to be lifted over
the remainder of 2021, we hope that it may be
possible to re-start some fundraising activities,
and we continue to promote Christian
stewardship.
We remain extremely grateful to all the members
and friends of the church who have continued to
give generously, by standing orders, weekly
envelopes or one-off donations. Your generosity
spreads the good news of Jesus Christ in many
different ways, in Polmont and the Braes, across
Scotland and even around the world.

FROM EVERYONE
IN POLMONT OLD

The Stewardship and Finance team
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I’ve found myself in places I’d never have
seen myself in before. Like standing by the
old harbour here, recording a blessing for the
Portsoy Traditional Boat Festival (you can see
it at www.stbfportsoy.org) and perched on a
clifftop beside the ruins of Findlater Castle
giving an online reflection. I’ve hosted Bible
studies in the manse garden and an Easter
sunrise service at an ancient water spring.
I’ve been to the top of Durn Hill outside the
town making plans for the reinstatement of a
dilapidated cross up there. All in a day’s work
for a minister in Portsoy

A LETTER FROM
PORTSOY
I’m writing this on the
longest day of the year,
2021 is halfway done,
and I’ve got to say it’s been among the
quickest half years I can ever remember.
Back at the beginning of January I was
surrounded by packing boxes in my wee
house in Polmont, making plans with removal
companies, saying cheerio to neighbours and
friends and now here I am, in my big (too
big!) manse in Portsoy, making plans (once
I’m done writing to you) for my seventeenth
Sunday service here.

At times I’ve missed Polmont, of course when I’ve had time to think about it, that is.
But with everything opening up a bit more in
terms of travelling and meeting up with
others, it’s been so good to have had
Polmont come to me in the shape of a few
visitors. And I’d love to have more, so if you
find yourself up in this part of the world,
please don’t hesitate. In the meantime, I
send my love to you all - you played a huge
part in my being where I am now, and for
that I’ll forever be grateful.

Such a lot of changes have taken place, and
all to the good. Because I wasn’t ordained
and couldn’t begin my role as minister until
the end of March, I had the rare opportunity
of having a gentle introduction to my new
surroundings, a couple of months in which to
become used to my new home, to explore
the area (such a beautiful area!) and to get to
know at least some of the people, lockdown
permitting. This turned out to be a real
blessing because by the time I did begin, I felt
comfortable in the manse, already felt like I
belonged to the community and the
community knew me, at least a little. I
couldn’t have planned it better.

Blessings
John
JOHN’S INDUCTION SERIVCE
John was inducted into Portsoy Church on
19th March at St Ninian’s and Forglen Parish
Church, Turriff. The service was also live
streamed for the so many people who would
have loved to have been present from both
Portsoy and Polmont.

It was really in March, though, when time
started to speed up. No sooner than my
ordination service was out of the way (and
such a lovely experience it was, despite there
being only myself and three others in Turriff
Church), I was plunged into preparing weekly
services, online reflections, Kirk Session
meetings and so much more. And there were
more people to meet, arrangements to make
and procedures to put in place. At times I’ve
felt a little overwhelmed by it all, but I
wouldn’t have had it any other way - I’ve
enjoyed every minute, even if every minute
only seems to be about thirty seconds long!

I found it to be a very warm, welcoming and
encouraging service, despite the lack of
people present. An added touch was the
appearance via video link of both Debbie and
Jim McNeil, the minster of Alva Parish Church
where John had spent his final placement,
who both delivered messages of support and
congratulations from their congregations.
Sandra, Editor
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2nd POLMONT
BOYS’ BRIGADE

Junior &
Company Sections

After ending 2020 back in the hall, it was
disappointing that our face-to-face meetings
could not continue in January 2021.
This time we were more organised for our
Zoom meetings. Activities included Guess
Who, learning about Australia, Scottish
quizzes, choosing the top Scot of all time
(eventual winner, after much debate, was
Alex Ferguson) and origami (not so easy over
Zoom!).
After Easter it was great to be able to resume
meeting face-to-face again and we have tried
to be outside as much as possible.
The Junior Section have enjoyed nights at
Parkhill, games at Greenpark, a walk along
the canal, rounders at Quarry park and
several nights down the woods, playing hide
and seek and just having fun.
The Company Section have also spent time
down the woods where they have been
building shelters, map reading and camp
cooking. They have also had a cycle to the
Falkirk Wheel.
We are finishing the session with a joint night
with both sections at Beecraigs Park with
more games and outside activities. We are
delaying our annual awards night until we
resume in August.
Hope all the boys and their families have an
enjoyable summer.
Alan and Helen
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2nd POLMONT
BOYS’ BRIGADE
Anchor Boy Report
2021

Well, what a start to the New Year; we were
back on Zoom meetings again, but we did
have lots of fun with Lego Challenges, Cake
making, Egg decorating, and funny stories
from one of our Mums.
After Easter we were able to meet face to
face again, but it had to be outdoors, so we
were all keeping our fingers crossed for good
weather, which so far we have had. It’s been
a bit different being outside all the time, but
it has been great fun.
We have been for a walk to Polmont woods,
had a night Litter Picking and games at the
Greenpark Centre - our last visit to the
Greenpark was for a game of rounders, and
boy did it get very competitive. Our Sports
night was great fun and everyone did very
well. We are all looking forward to our Picnic
at the park to end our session for the
summer.

Game of Rounders at the Greenpark Centre

Litter picking down in the woods!
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Awards Night was a bit different this year
too, with no parents able to attend. but all
our 13 boys were awarded with their
Achievement Awards, Service Badge and
Sports Award. We had to say goodbye to 7 of
our P3 boys who are all going to Junior
Section after the summer holidays. We are
going to miss them very much, but wish them
well in Junior Section. We are sure they will
have a great time with Mrs Ward and her
team.

Mrs Simpson and I would just like to thank all
our boys and parents for sticking with us
through what has been a very different,
unusual and challenging year for everyone.
Without the parents’ support and help we
would not have been able to keep going. You
have all been amazing. We also want to
thank Andrew & Cerys, our two young
helpers, who have been a great assistance to
us during this past year.
All that’s left to say is have a Fantastic
Summer everyone, Stay Safe,
and we will see you in August.
Mrs McKechnie & Mrs Simpson

Good Luck
Enjoy the
Junior
Section

The last Twinspire I
put together was in
March 2020 - and
that
was
only
published online on
the church website.
So it seems strange
producing this edition after such a long time.
Yes, I did edit the Newsletters and Worship
Notes, which have appeared at various times
since then, but they were different.

There are no ‘Kirk Diary’, or ‘Church Rotas’
pages; no reports from some of our groups
like the crafters or the Wednesday Club.
Fortunately our BB sections have been able
to meet on zoom and now face-to-face.
I am sure you are all hoping that ‘normality’
is not too far away. The First Minister is
suggesting that the 9th August might be a
possible date for the lifting of all restrictions
- that would be a good birthday gift for me!!

You will find this Twinspire does not include
all the regular features you are used to
reading. Although the church services are
taking place on Sunday mornings, albeit
under the current restricted guidelines, most
of the rest of our church life is still on hold.

I do hope all of you have kept well and active
throughout these challenging times, and that
it won’t be too long before we meet again in
more normal circumstances.
Take care!!
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Thank God for
The COVID-19
vaccinations!

Thank God for
the NHS!

Thank God for
the support from family,
friends and neighbours!

Thank God for
just being with us!

We are sure you will have heard and said
some of these things over the past year or so.
And there are many other things in our lives
that we are thankful for. But what can we do
to thank God for these things?

will be able to choose how to use the money,
provided that it will be used in line with the
charitable objectives of the church.
The Kirk Session has begun thinking about
how best to take part in this initiative. This
may include special envelopes for
distribution to members, as well as an option
for online giving via our website. This is not
intended to replace your normal regular
giving, however you don't need to wait for a
special day or a special way to give - all gifts
can be included provided we can show they
were given as part of this initiative. This can
be as simple as writing a cheque to "Polmont
Old Parish Church", popping it in an envelope
and writing "National Giving Day 2021" on
the front, and handing the envelope to your
elder or one of the Stewardship and Finance
team.

We can pray to him, of course, and say thank
you to him that way - either on our own or
together in church. Here is another idea we'd
like you to think about.
All Church of Scotland congregations have
been encouraged by the General Assembly to
take part in a church-wide National Giving
Day at a time of their choosing over the
season of Harvest 2021, between 5
September and 31 October. This will give all
of us, of all ages, an opportunity to reflect on
God's presence with us through these
challenging times and to offer gifts of
thanksgiving back to God.

There will be more details to follow, but for
now please continue to pray for the church
across the Braes, across Scotland and around
the world, and consider prayerfully if you
would like to offer a gift of thanksgiving to
God as part of this initiative.

The money we raise through this National
Giving Day initiative will not be assessable for
Ministries and Mission purposes. Put simply,
this means the money will stay with us and
none of it will be passed to "121". If a donor
wishes their gift used for a specific purpose,
we will respect that request. For gifts with no
specific purpose identified, the Kirk Session

The Stewardship and Finance team
(Lorna, Nancy, Helen, Justyna and Jacq)
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Visit to Portsoy
Church Centre
When my husband, Norman, and
myself decided to visit Banff,
Aberdeenshire, we decided to
visit Portsoy Parish Church. This is
the church where our own
member, John Gow, was
ordained and inducted as
minister, at the beginning of this
year. It was unfortunate that, due
to the pandemic, no-one from
here was able to be at his
induction to support him.
Over the months since John had
become Minister at Portsoy, I had watched
his services online and knew that the original
church had closed, and that they had
changed the hall into the ‘Church Centre’, so
I was keen to visit the building as well as
catch up with John.

Sitting outside in his very large garden,
having a cup of tea, John told us how he is
enjoying his time in this lovely part of the
world. He is trying to visit as many members
as possible in this difficult time, and enjoys
many walks around the area and along the
coast. He sends his best wishes to Polmont
and would be delighted to see anyone who is
up on holiday.

What a lovely friendly church it is. On
approaching the entrance, we were
welcomed by several members and met John
who invited us back to the manse for a cup of
tea. The inside of the building is bright with
lovely wooden floors and doors. John as
usual gave an excellent sermon and we felt
very happy to be there. On speaking to other
members of the congregation on our way
out, they told us how pleased they are with
their new minister.

I would recommend you go online to see
some of John’s services and his ‘A Thought
for Thursday’.
https://www.youtube.com portsoy church
or www.portsoychurch.org
Janice Lewis
I too have been following John’s ‘A Thought
for Thursday’, and combined with the
beautiful locations he chooses to speak from,
and the short 4 or 5 minutes message he
gives, they are well worth watching. (Editor)

Before John left Polmont, the Kirk Session
was keen to give him a present to thank him
for all the work he had done, in particular
with the web page and the technology within
the church. It was decided to give him a Bible
of his choice, but we also wanted to give him
something to remind him of Polmont Church.
I volunteered to do a painting of Polmont
Church which was presented on his last
service. He was very pleased with it, and it
now hangs above the fireplace in his manse.

LATE NEWS
In his ‘Letter from Portsoy’ John mentions
the virtual Portsoy Boat Festival, and a niece
has just sent me the link to the video of the
Blessing of the Fleet by John.
https://stbfportsoy.org/
(Editor)
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Care for Creation
Have you noticed an increase in news items and advertising on the theme of the
"climate emergency" and the urgent need for governments and people around the
world to take caring for the planet seriously? This is an important issue for churches
too. The Kirk Session has chosen "Care for Creation" as our Stewardship theme for the remainder of 2021,
leading up to the United Nations Climate Change Conference (COP26) which is planned to take place in
Glasgow in November.
The Stewardship and Finance team is gathering resource material at the moment, then we plan to make
contact with groups in the congregation (Worship Team, Kidzone, Boys’ Brigade, Fellowship, House Groups
etc.) to discuss how they might like to be involved. We think this is a topic which could interest all
generations, including our children and young people.
Obviously the ability to organise activities and events may still be limited over the remainder of 2021, but
with a bit of creativity we are sure the groups will be able to find ways to join in, within the restrictions.
Some of the ideas we have seen in the resource material so far include setting up a walking group, choosing
a charity to support, and organising a "skills swap shop" or cookery classes. Do any of these ideas appeal to
you? Or have you other ideas you'd like to suggest? Please get in touch and let us know what you think.
The Stewardship and Finance team (Lorna, Nancy, Helen, Justyna and Jacq)

PARISH REGISTER
Sadly we have to report the following deaths
since the last Newsletter in December 2020.
29 November 2020
Colin Roy
17 January 2021
June Broom
12 February 2021
Alison Hunter

Thanks all the friends who have so kindly
phoned visited, sent cards and messages
while she has been ill.

21 March 2021
Phyllis Ross

Special thanks to the members of the Age
Concern (the Wednesday Club) for visits and
gifts and to Graham for whom no job is too
small or complicated and is attended to
immediately.

8 April 2021
Martyn Richards
Outwith our Parish, but of particular interest
to our members:
26 April 2021
Rev. William G, McKaig (former minister of
Polmont Old)

My health is much improved and I look
forward to seeing you all in the not too
distant future.
Nanette Hotchkiss
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The team from HPC which visited Siabuwa recently

Dear Friends,

April 2021

Greetings from Siabuwa!
As with most years there are the challenges, but also the blessings. This year we are praising the Lord for
the abundant rains we've received - about 900mls thus far. It has been a real blessing to most of the
farmers; sadly, some had their fields washed away.
My prayer life was challenged every day. With so much rain the roads became a total mess; one big, muddy
patch. When the big trucks went through, they made it even worse. The Lord kept saying: "Trust in Me and
lean not on your own understanding, I will guide you and direct you." I felt Him say "if Peter can walk on
water, I will direct you through the mud". My faith was stretched, and I had to keep my eyes on our Lord.
PTL I didn’t get stuck, though I had to help dig many other vehicles out so I could proceed.
Our roads are no longer roads; they are just a mess. Even though it’s dry now it’s slow going.
I have so much to celebrate this year... I have been living among the Tongas for 20 years.
All I can do is thank our Lord. He has sustained me through the good as well as the very difficult times. He is
faithful never to leave me...always there to help direct and guide me; - stretching my faith more each time.
20 years ago, five men helped drive my caravan and I down to Siabuwa, set me up under the big tree, and
then said 'goodbye'. That’s how the Tonga ministry started. I had no idea what to expect or what the Lord
really wanted me to do, except He wanted me here.
I am so glad I obeyed, because its been the best years of my life. As I look back, I see the Lord's hand of
protection through those good and very difficult times; - especially during the times of political instability.
One thing I have learnt is never allow FEAR to creep in and to always keep focused on our LORD. He is
greater than our enemy. He has protected me from most illnesses, but has allowed me to have malaria a
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few times to appreciate what others are going through and to get me to depend on Him again and not the
medicines, etc. Living in a malaria area does have its challenges. In the early days there was a drug
resistance to the malaria and people were dying every day. It was terrible. 80% of the patients had malaria.
Mothers would come in with 2-4 children all with high fevers (<40 C). I would have at least 20 patients
sleeping under a tree in my makeshift hospital, so that I could monitor them while waiting for their
temperatures to go down before they went home, while I treated other patients. It was crazy.
Very ill babies would be brought in, unconscious and convulsing from the high fevers and delayed
treatment, as the mother first took the child to the prophet/witchdoctors since they thought it was a
spiritual problem. Many times I cried out to the Lord for the Lord to heal. So often He did, but sadly at
times He didn’t. Most of these kids needed to be admitted into Intensive Care Units, but without an ICU it
became an Intensive Prayer Unit.
I have always been in awe of the Lord's provision medically. Somehow there are always enough
pills. Bottles multiply, just enough to go around. If not, He does the healing. I often asked Wilson to pray for
me; that my faith may grow and we would see our Lord at work. There was one time when we could only
get one bottle of Fansidar, a malaria treatment. It was in short supply in the country. As Jesus multiplied
the loaves of bread, so He multiplied the medicines. What I ordered and treated didn’t match up.

My Original ‘home’ under the tree in Siabuwa
I lived under the tree for two years before moving onto the piece of land I live on given by the Binga
council. I have also seen the Lord provide for all the buildings over these 20 years. Nothing is too big for our
Lord as He owns everything. It didn’t all come at once, He keeps me on my knees until the time is right.
One funny story: Every month I used to travel to Binga with 15 pastors crammed into the back of the
Landover to meet Pastor Rikki there for a couple of hours of teaching. One Saturday, while travelling there,
the red light came on, on the dashboard. We were about 45 km from Siabuwa. We got out to find the fan
belt had broken. 'No problem', I thought, as I went to look for the spare on behind the seat. It wasn’t there.
What to do but pray for wisdom.
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I had a Satellite phone, so I contacted Thelma in SA to tell Rikki to wait as I had a problem, PTL they hadn’t
started their flight. Interesting communication going backward and forward as this is before we had
a cellphone network.
There was a dilemma in Harare as it could have been one of 3 fan belts and I didn’t know the size. The plan
was that Rikki would fly over and drop the fan belt. That didn’t happen. The next suggestion was we use a
rope, which I did. It broke. The next message was don’t tie it onto the alternator. Have you ever tried
making a fan belt out of a piece of rope. Not easy. Some of the pastors went off into the bush and came
back with some wire. We manage to join the rope without a knot. By now it was about midday and
the decision from Harare was to cancel the flight. I must make my way home. We prayed, turned around
and got home with the rope intact. That was an amazing miracle.
I spent many hours under the Landover with the vehicle Manuel asking the Lord to help me fix whatever
the problem was. He was always faithful, except when the T-belt broke on my way to Harare. Someone
came and towed me back.
This is a letter to remember how faithful our Lord is and to say thank you for all of you for walking this
journey with me. Many of you have had a life changing experience working among the Tongas. All we can
do is give thanks back to our Lord. None of us could do this alone.
REPORT BACK TO HPC
WRITTEN BY WENDY LOADES
Dear Family,
The Siabuwa Team have just returned
from a visit to Vicky and all our partners
in Siabuwa, so I thought you might like
some feedback on how our projects are
progressing.
It was wonderful to see the countryside
beautiful and green and lush with good
crops and livestock looking fat and
healthy. We continue to encourage the
farmers to keep on with the small grains.

FARMING:

The chilli project is doing well and has
expanded from 12 to 21 farmers.
This season we have started a sesame
seed project with six farmers and their
crops are looking very healthy. This would
be a new crop for the Siabuwa area. All
the farming projects are used as a
platform to share the love and
faithfulness of Christ.
The area has been blessed with abundant
rainfall. The Nabusenga Dam is spilling
and the community centre rain dam is full
Growing chillies in the Siabuwe valley
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MEDICAL MINISTRY:

Due to the lack of medicines at the Government clinic numbers, have shot up at Vicky’s clinic and she
has been seeing up to 170 patients a day in the last few weeks. The babies have bad chests due to the
damp weather and, of course, malaria is a major cause of all the high temperatures and fevers that
she is treating. We praise the Lord for the supernatural strength that He gives to Vicky to get through
these long queues of patients.
We have noticed a growing faith in the Lord Jesus amongst the farmers and our Tonga friends. As our
relationships grow their faith and hope grows. We were overjoyed when five people gave their lives to
Christ after listening to the Word of God whilst waiting for treatment from Vicky. While we were with
Vicky she celebrated 20 years with the Tonga. We give thanks to the Lord for her perseverance and
fortitude. Well done Vicky!!

SEWING PROJECT:

Lastly, our sewing
project with the four
young ladies, Ruth,
Abby, Vi and Alice,
has been going
extremely well.
They are full of hope
and joy as they
progress with the
project. We are close
to reaching our first
target which is
enough packs to give
to every girl at
Siabuwa High School.
The girls chose the
name for their group
and called
themselves “The
Fortunate Girls”.
We are in need of a pair of new knickers and a small towelling cloth for each pack, so we would really
appreciate anything you can give towards reaching our target. We have not had to purchase any
fabric due to your generous donations of left over scraps. They have gone a very long way!! Please
help us to get these packs out to our first school.
The road to Siabuwa has deteriorated badly in the rains and the trip is taking 10 hours. Even so, it was
worth it and we praise God for what He is doing in Siabuwa amongst the Tonga people.
Blessings
Wendy
I praise you, God, for all Your goodness to me, for the good news of Jesus, for forgiveness, for Your LOVE
for me, for your Holy Spirit and the love God poured into my heart, for the fact that You delight in me.
Thank you LORD for all your blessings, for Your provisions, freedom, friends, family and every spiritual
blessing in the heavenly realm. God is good all the time and faithful.
Blessings,
Vicky
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CHRISTIAN SERVICE SOCIETY REPORT

In previous years the church has sent money to CSS for use in their “Homes of Blessing” homes for
girls. However many of the girls were not orphans, but were from disadvantaged backgrounds, with
families who weren’t able to support their education. Over the last couple of years CSS has moved away
from the provision of group homes to a more modern approach, where the girls remain with their families
and are supported there.
Back in January Mark Munshi (Executive Director) sent an electronic copy of CSS’s Annual Report for 20192020. It’s a long document so there follows some extracted the pages which are relevant to the “Homes of
Blessing” and the new approach, the “Community Based Education Support Programme.
Lorna Farquhar, Treasurer
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PHOTO GALLERY
PARACISE CLESS OF MARCH 2020
Sandra Gow sent me this photo away back during the first lockdown in 2020 for inclusion in a
future Twinspire – little did she expect that it would not be included until now!

New members always welcome. A very happy class and great fun too.
The class is now meeting again on Wednesdays in the small hall.
For more details, speak to Lynda or anyone you recognise in this photo!!!

Two more photos from the Junior
and Company Sections of the BB
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