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‘Playing with power’ 

 

Many of us saw how the so desired cup went to the 

winner of the game, last Sunday. Intense heartbreak 

for the losers; intense joy for the winners. 

 

Success, big achievements come often when strength 

and power are used wisely. 

 

It is something that the key figure in our Old 

Testament story, Naaman, the commander of an army, 

does all the time. He is used to being successful; used 

to achieving what he aims for. He has often returned 

from battles to his land as a winner, proudly bringing 

with him the spoils. 

 

Evidence of one of his victories is a little girl. This 

little girl was carried off from Israel and given to 

Naaman’s wife as a slave.  

 

A powerful man, this Naaman. 

 

But his life was not perfect though. It was far from 

perfect as he suffered from leprosy, and this must have 

restricted him. In Old Testament; in Israel, leprosy 

stands for uncleanness.  

 

That is something that Naaman’s wife’s little slave, 

the Israelite girl, knows all too well. Listen again to 
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what she says: 

 

I wish that my master could go to the prophet who 

lives in Samaria! He could cure him of his disease (2 

Kings 5: 3). 

 

This girl has hardly any status; she is just a slave. But 

coming from Israel, this little girl is equipped with the 

knowledge of the mysterious power that could cure 

Naaman from his illness. This powerless girl 

represents the strength, the power of her God. Her 

words carry within them Israel's call to proclaim His 

Name. 

 

The great commander listens to his wife’s slave and 

goes with a letter from his king to the king of Israel 

with an enormous award. He does not go straight to 

the prophet because in the world of Naaman and his 

king, power is structured. It is firmly established.  

 

But this is what happens when the king of Israel 

receives the letter, which says 

 

“When this letter reaches you, know that I have sent to 

you Naaman my servant, that you may cure him of his 

leprosy. (2 Kings 5: 6 )” 

 

Israel's king panics. And in his panic he tears his 

clothes. That is how he responds to this request: How 
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can I be expected to cure this man… 

 

 …am I God, with the power of life and death? 
(2 Kings 5:7) 

 

Grabbed by fear, Israel's king thinks that this is a trick; 

that a reason has been created to attack Israel. This 

same fear prevents him from doing what he should do: 

send the poor Naaman to the prophet, the man of God 

who is immersed in the Word of God and therefore 

can heal Naaman.  

 

Fear disables. 

 

Hearing about it, Elisha the prophet says to the king:  

 

let him come to me, then I will show him that there is a 

prophet in Israel .(2 Kings 5:8) 

 

What we have here is the power of the world over 

against the power of prophecy. 

 

So there he goes: Naaman with his men, his presents, 

horses, with all the things that come with power. But 

when he arrives at Elisha’s house, he enters a 

completely different world.  

 

Naaman encounters humility. Humility comes with the 

power of God’s word. His soft but strong healing; His 
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healing voice through His prophets, sounds:  

 

wash yourself seven times in the Jordan. (2 Kings 5:10) 

 

Naaman cannot believe his ears. He refuses to carry 

out that order. And it’s an order not even given by the 

prophet himself, but by his servant. Why would he 

wash himself in a dirty, muddy, river while he has 

access to his own most beautiful rivers in Damascus? 

Naaman rages. He expected to be healed properly, 

through a ceremony during which Elisha would call 

out the name of Elisha’s Lord God…and this is what 

he gets.! 

 

But his servants manage to persuade him to do as he is 

told. He goes to the Jordan and dips himself in it, 

seven times. 

 

 

His flesh became firm and healthy, like that of a child. 
(2 Kings 5:14) 

 

‘like that of a child’…this is not just a description of 

Naaman’s skin. These words have been carefully 

chosen. What they communicate is this: having to let 

go all his baggage, Naaman rose in the light of God’s 

grace as a new person. Born anew, after having gone 

under in, not in just a river, but in Israel’s river the 

Jordan, which represents Israel’s history; Israel’s story 
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with God. 

 

By dipping himself seven times in the water of the 

Jordan, Naaman meets, in his humility, the God of 

Israel. Why seven times? Because the number seven in 

Scripture signifies fullness; completeness. 

 

After God created the earth, He rested on the seventh 

day, when creation was completed. 

 

Naaman returns to Elisha, again with presents, now to 

thank him, no longer as the proud commander, but as a 

humble man, who wants to offer his gifts. Gifts which 

Elisha won’t accept, not even when Naaman insists.  

 

Can we not all identify with Naaman; with this sense 

of not wanting to owe someone…?  

 

Why does Elisha not accept the presents….?  

 

The reason why Elisha doesn’t accept Naaman’s 

presents has everything to do with what Elisha 

represents: Elisha serves not the king, who is part of 

the established order, but God. Elisha, the prophet, 

represents faith, in the midst of the established order. 

What God longs for from Naaman and us is the one 

thing: obedience. 

 

Naaman has met God in his healing and now he 
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knows that there is no god but the God of Israel. But 

learning that, he now feels that he is in a dilemma.  

 

For Naaman still finds himself in the established order 

that is shaped by levels of power. He has to return to 

the king under whose authority he falls; a king who 

does not serve the God of Israel. Naaman feels this 

conflict within himself… 

 

…just as we do, so often.  

 

When he brings this dilemma to Elisha, and with this 

dilemma his hope that God will forgive him, Elisha 

reassures him by saying: Go in Peace. 

 

God knew Naaman’s dilemma, and went with him, 

giving him peace through Elisha. 

 

God knows our dilemmas and goes with us through all 

of them…giving us peace, through His Son. 

 

We thanked God in our prayer earlier, that He is a 

God, our God who makes new beginnings, on the 

ground of what is true in us; on the ground of what He 

sees and knows of us…in the midst of our 

shortcomings. 

 

Full, complete obedience, that is what God received 

only from His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who chose 
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to be baptized in the same river the Jordan. 

 

The story of Naaman is not a story that happens a long 

time ago, without any relevance to us . It shows that 

Scripture is a book that tells us who God is, while the 

world plays with the powers it has in life, like Naaman 

did.  

 

But within all those dynamics, there is the quiet, 

vulnerable power that we see on the cross, in the midst 

of all the loud, scoffing: the power of God in His Son, 

that endures, forgives and continues to love. 

 

This is the light that is not overcome by the darkness. 

And because you and I are drawn into that light, we 

will not be overcome by darkness.   

 

We are given a cup too: a  different kind of cup: the 

cup filled with the blood of the Lamb of God. 

 

But it is and remains our choice, for we have been 

given a free will. 

 

God’s hope is that we offer ourselves to Him as we 

are, so that He can, with us, achieve His purpose for 

and with us in our lives, so we shall rise like Naaman, 

in the full light of the Grace of God, our God who 

makes new beginnings with us. 
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Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

                  

 

 
  


