
More precious than gold that perishes 

 

Communication can be done within seconds, effortless. The quicker, the better. It 
seems that, the less time we need to spend on expressing ourselves clearly, on 
listening to what written or spoken words actually mean, the better. 

With all that, visual sharing has become more important, more relevant, more fun, 
photos, emojis…they are more desired than communication through thoughtful 
words. That’s how it is in the world we are living. 

Not so in the Bible. There the ‘word’ has a place of honour, not only between people 
but especially between God and people. It’s not for nothing that it says in Romans, 

‘Faith comes from hearing and hearing through the word of Christ’ (Romans 10:17) 

That statement is rooted in the biblical fact that the God whom we worship is a God 
of His Word, and by being the God of His Word He is, in the midst of other gods and 
religions, then and now, unique. 

Hearing the Word of God through Scripture, as we do during worship, we first need 
to be prepared to set aside our own thoughts and listen. 

The Hebrew word for ‘word’ is dabar.  

The sound of ‘dabar’ can be heard in the name of the only female judge Deborah, in 
the book of Judges (4:4). 

Deborah means ‘bee’ and a bee buzzes. It’s a kind of sound that isn’t overpowering, 
just like the sound that came to the tired and discouraged and disillusioned prophet 
Elijah, to whom God said, 

 “Go out and stand on the mount before the Lord.” And behold, the Lord passed by, 
and a great and strong wind tore the mountains and broke in pieces the rocks before 
the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind. And after the wind an earthquake, but the 
Lord was not in the earthquake. And after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not 
in the fire. And after the fire the sound of a low whisper. And when Elijah heard it, he 

wrapped his face in his cloak and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. 
And behold, there came a voice to him and said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 

The Word that reaches out from God is not loud, not overpowering, it leaves room for 
a free will. 

‘And the Lord God said’…It is a formula that contains the full scope, the full 
competence of the divine speaking and the Bible is full of it. It’s how the Bible begins, 

And God said: Let there be light. And there was light (Genesis 1:3) 

The Gospel of John begins with precisely that beginning: 



In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
He was in the beginning with God (John 1:1,2) 

And then, 

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory 

as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John 1: 14) 

God Himself appeared as light in the world, that dark night in Bethlehem, in the most 
vulnerable form. That was His choice; His initiative. He chose not to keep Himself at 
a distance from what He created.  

He wants connection, partnership, dialogue, yes, intimacy…All these things are 
possible, all these things can become reality in and through Jesus; through whom 
God’s Word became flesh. 

Our New Testament reading is a passage from the letter of Peter, addressed to non 
Jews, the Gentiles who, however, would have been drawn to the God of the Jews, to 
His mercy; through what they must have heard about Him. That is where their new 
life started, through God’s Word that became flesh in Jesus Christ. 

The evangelical minister David Pawson says, ‘I cannot bear testimonies that say 
something like: I gave my life to Jesus, and all my problems were gone.’  

He doesn’t believe people who say that, and he thinks such testimonies are 
misleading. His testimony is the opposite. David Pawson says, ‘I gave my life to 
Jesus and that’s when the problems really started. Later, I got filled with the Holy 
Spirit, and my problems only got bigger!’ 

What David Pawson seems to give is a description of a move; a move in terms of 
awareness of a new, different world; a world beyond the one we all know, of which 
we see, hear and experience its powers. Living in this world, while discerning and 
believing in that what is bigger than this world, gives tension, struggle. 

Peter points to a reality in heaven, an inheritance kept safe for us…that is more 
precious than gold that perishes. 

He doesn’t give advice on how to avoid the tensions and problems that come with 
being a Christian. Instead he speaks about how to get through them. When you find 
yourself within trials, the crucial thing to know is where your identity is rooted: in 
Christ, and therefore in heaven. 

The addressees of Peter’s letter were new in their faith and vulnerable. Peter’s 
words encourage them to remain focused on both the risen Lord and the One who 
raised Him from the dead. 

As we too are facing trials, are having to climb mountains, are going through 
uncertainties, we too need, in the midst of all that, to hear these words from Peter. 



you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through the 
living and abiding word of God;  for 

“All flesh is like grass 
    and all its glory like the flower of grass. 

The grass withers, 
    and the flower falls, 

but the word of the Lord remains forever.” 

And this word is the good news that was preached to you. 

So here we have it, repeatedly, this word, His word. That what needs to be heard 
with care, with humility, is at the same time the solid ground on which we stand. It’s 
not loud, it doesn’t impose, it lets you choose. When the choice is to live with and 
from within faith in God and the One He sent into this world, then it means that, 
though you are in this world, you know that you are not of this world. And with that 
comes battle… but never without Him and never without grace towards others, 
whether or not they share your faith. For in God’s grace there is never room for 
arrogance.  

So, yes, battle…but never without His Word; His promise, but always safe within our 
inheritance, which, as Peter says, is 

an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 
who by God's power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be 

revealed in the last time. In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if 
necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, so that the tested genuineness 
of your faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may 

be found to result in praise and glory and honour at the revelation of Jesus Christ. (1: 
4-7) 

Amen 


