Knowing that, but not knowing how He will be
with you

‘There is no place for me here anymore. What |
offer is no longer meaningful. | belong to a minority.’

That is what once was said to me, by a minister.

My response was that we all feel

like that at times. There is always a minority and
majority. Hardly ever a balance. Just different
imbalances at different times.

However, there is one Master who can deal with
that imbalance; with both the loud voices and the
soft voices; with the assertive and unassertive...and
this Master does not just deal with it; He deals with
it perfectly.

This Master is one of the two masters of whom
Jesus says:

No one can serve two masters, for either he will
hate the one and love the other, or he will be
devoted to the one and despise the other. You
cannot serve God and money. (Matthew 6:24)

The words rich and poor are sensitive terms.

Rich people often have little to do with the poor.
At the same time, the poor do sometimes have no
sympathy for the rich.



Is it bad to be rich? Or, are rich people bad?

No, not in principle.

Job was rich.

Abraham was rich.

Noah was rich.

In principle, the bible does not have difficulty with
that.

So, if Jesus is being critical, then it's not because
being rich as such is bad.

It is good to consider that; also when reading that,

“It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a
needle
than for a rich person to enter the Kingdom of
God”.(Matthew 19:24)

Being rich is not a reason for disapproval.

All adults can enter the Kingdom of God, rich or
poor but the rich person has one obstacle that the
poor person doesn’t have.

Look at this man in our reading. While Jesus says
to both rich and poor people,

Come to me all who are weary and heavy
laden...(Matthew 11:28)

this rich man was exactly that: worried, carrying a



heavy load. And he came to Jesus, calling Jesus
good.

Jesus says: only God is good.
And the other thing that Jesus says is: Why so
scared, so worried...?

God is real and He is good. In fact, He is Perfection
itself. If that Perfection stands firm in your heart,
then you don’t need to cling to what is perishable.
He is our wealth. He is the ground on which you
stand, live...He is with you

The same is said by God to Moses, in their dialogue
at the burning bush.

The name with which our Lord God presents
Himself to Moses is, who He is.

Moses who has been instructed to take off his
sandals because he is on Holy ground, the ground
near the bushes from within which God gives
Moses his mission, Moses asks God: “Who am |
that | should go to Pharaoh and bring the children of
Israel out of Eqypt?”

‘Who am I, says Moses.
Listen to how God answers that question... Not by

replying who Moses is, but by stating who He, God
Himself, is. God answers in terms of His presence:



‘| will be with you Moses’.

This is how God encourages and strengthens
Moses. Moses’s ability lies in God’s presence with
him. But what is needed is his trust in that
presence.

Trust in God equips. But, as you know all too well,
trust must grow. And even when it grows, it comes
and goes. We have used the word perishable. It is
God’s sadness that our trust in Him also, all too
often, proves to be perishable.

The issue in this story is not only Moses’ trust, but
also that of the Israelites.

What will they say when Moses tells them about his
God given task to lead them out of slavery?

How do you think you’re going to do that Moses?
What are you thinking? How did that idea get into
your head? From God? Who is God? What is His
Name?

Moses anticipates that questions will be thrown at
him. That he will be asked to clarify to the Israelites
and specify who the God of Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob is. He wants to prepare himself for that
guestion. Not that the Israelites are not familiar with
the God of their forefathers. But never before God
has revealed Himself in the way He is about to
reveal Himself to Israel; as their Deliverer from



slavery.

So Moses says to God, “If | come to the people of
Israel and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has
sent me to you,” and they ask me, ‘What is his
name?, what shall | say to them?” God says to
Moses, ‘I AM WHO | AM.” And he says, “Say this to
the people of Israel, ‘Il AM has sent me to you.”

A child asks his mother: what is that? That is a tree.
And what is that? That is a child. Who has made the
trees and the children? God did. Who is God? Now
it gets difficult. For we can name trees, we can
name children. But who is able to name
God...nobody is. Nobody can make an image of
Him, He cannot be caught; be shaped into what we
want Him to be.

The Name with which God presents Himself to
Moses, reveals who God is in that He will be there,
He will be present. But how ...that remains a
mystery and this is where trust in Him comes in:
trust from Moses, from the Israelites...from us.

What kind of life are we living? Is it characterized by
trust in the god Baal, whose name means ‘Lord’, but
as a verb it means, ‘to have’. Or is it characterized
by trust in the God whose Name is, ‘Il am who | am’,
whose presence will be made known to us in His
way, and in His time. Believe and then you will see.
Believe and then you will see His ways emerging;
ways that address your worries.



In our New Testament reading, ‘Il am who | am’,
addresses the constant and ongoing activity of
‘being worried’. He puts His finger on what can
become a need: the need to keep arranging all
sorts of things in order to protect ourselves; in order
to create our own safety. This is a busyness that
can become a barrier between us and the Lord God
and so, we keep ourselves away from Him. Also,
satisfaction about having achieved things can
become a barrier.

Our safety lies in nothing and in no one but in Him,
who knows better than ourselves what we need.

The book of Proverbs says this:

honour the Lord with your wealth and with
the firstfruits of all your produce; then your barns
will be filled with plenty and your vats will be
bursting with wine. (Proverbs 3:9)

The danger of richness is presented to us in the
dialogue between Jesus and the rich man: the
danger of a missed call.

It warns us. If one expects salvation from this god
named Baal ... then one waits for nothing.
Expectations from this lord stifles the Word, the
seed of the Gospel which is planted in the heart.



Be not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will
be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own
trouble. (Matthew 6:34)

Sufficient for every day of our lives is God'’s
presence, who is with us in every trouble.

Let Him be our true richness in our life.

Amen.



