A dialogue between a teacher and The Teacher

There is nothing so frustrating as not getting a signal on your phone, when you need
one. Or when you, in the middle of the conversation, lose connection, for instance
travelling on the train, while going through a tunnel; through the darkness of a tunnel.

Now, these elements, signals, loss of connection and darkness, we all have them in
our New Testament passage.

The gospel writer John tells us about a man named Nikodemus. Not an ordinary
man. No, a man in authority, a pharisee, as it says, ‘a ruler of the Jews’. He comes to
Jesus, in the darkness of the night. A man sitting solidly in his knowledge, in his
confidence, in his status. All these things come out during the day... but when he is
on his own, in the night, he senses that there is still something within him that hasn’t
come out; something that hasn’t been born. It makes him feel restless.

And there’s Jesus who adds to that unrest. So Nikodemus goes to Jesus, at a time
that nobody sees them. And he says,

‘Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these
signs that you do unless God is with him.”(John 3:2)

That tells you that Nikodemus is one of the many who believed on the basis of the
signs that they had seen from Jesus. At the same time, we’re told that Jesus did not
entrust Himself to them, and we are also told the reason why Jesus didn’t. Jesus
didn’t entrust Himself to them because

‘...He Himself knew what was in man’(John 2:25).

It's like what we hear in the very first book of the Bible, in the story of Noah. When
Noah comes out of the crisis of the flood, he brings an offer to God, who smelt the
pleasing aroma of it. And then God makes the promise never again to curse the
ground because of man,

‘for the intention of man’s heart is evil from it’s youth’ (Genesis 8:21)

Jesus knows that Nikodemus and all the others believe him because of the signs
He’s done. He knows what those signs trigger in people.

Nikodemus comes to Jesus to talk about Jesus, but Jesus shifts the focus from
Himself, to Nikodemus.

‘Let’s talk about you, Nikodemus. You are feeling something within you that gives
unrest...Well, you're not imagining it. A fundamental change within man needs to
happen. A fundamental change brought about by heaven, for until then, God’s
Kingdom cannot be seen. You need to go through the process of birth again. This
time not from your mother’'s womb, but from heaven.’

Now, the signals from heaven that came through Jesus’s signs, were received, by
Nikodemus and many others. That was the good, solid foundation on which the
conversation started, when Nikodemus said,

‘we know you are a teacher come from God. (John 3:2).’



The right starting point. But now, now Jesus starts talking about the necessity to be
born again!

The connection is lost...It gets dark before Nikodemus'’s eyes. He cannot see what
Jesus really says.

The confidence, the knowledge, the status, all these things that belong to Nikodemus
falter, through Jesus words.

Born again? How can that be. How can you be born again, through your mother’s
womb?

Disconnection, through a painful misunderstanding.

Just as it happens to us all, in our journey of faith. Believing in Jesus, we can remain
so fixed on and caught in our own ideas; our own perceptions, caught in the power
struggles from where we are, here earth, so much, that when we come across that
what comes from heaven, the connection gets lost.

What is it that makes us so blind? Fear for losing control over what we want to hold
on to?

Jesus says, ‘Nikodemus, you are a teacher? A teacher of the Scriptures but you
don’t know this? What do you know?’

Nikodemus knows what he knows. He knows that Jesus is a teacher from God. He
knows the words of the prophets, but fails to see Jesus’s words in the light of the
words of the prophets, who have spoken long before Jesus. Words he is so familiar
with, for instance from the prophet Ezekiel

251 will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your
uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. 26 And I will give you a new
heart, and a new spirit | will put within you. And | will remove the heart of stone from

your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 2” And | will put my Spirit within you, and

cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules.l 28

All initiatives from above: the giving of a new heart, the birth of a new heart. Because
of those initiatives, because of what God does, from above, we can enter a new life,

.... you shall be my people, and I will be your God. 2° And I will deliver you from all
your uncleannesses....3? It is not for your sake that | will act, declares the Lord Gob;
let that be known to you.. (Ezekiel 36: 25-29)

That promise of God was fulfilled at Pentecost; the pouring out of God’s Spirit
happened then. The Spirit is an invisible, yet a detectable reality. It is possible to be
fully connected to God, through Jesus, in His Spirit and so reflect His grace. What is
impossible from our perspective, has been made possible by God through Jesus.

Like Nikodemus, we know what we know. We receive the signals through our
antennas from heaven and we respond to that by choosing to worship the Giver of
those signals. But are we really prepared; do we truly aim for a yes, costly, but full,


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel%2036&version=ESV#fen-ESV-21387a

lasting connection with God? Or are we opting for just a superficial one, that allows
enough room to leave out grace and love when they don'’t suit us?

What is said in our New Testament reading that, Jesus Himself knew what is in
man,” was said long before Him, by the Psalmist

139 O LoRbD, you have searched me and known me!
2You know when | sit down and when | rise up;
you discern my thoughts from afar.
3You search out my path and my lying down
and are acquainted with all my ways.
4 Even before a word is on my tongue,
behold, O LoRD, you know it altogether.
5You hem me in, behind and before,
and lay your hand upon me.
6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;
it is high; | cannot attain it.

"Where shall | go from your Spirit?
Or where shall | flee from your presence?

Let’s choose not to flee from Him, but stay with Him with a full awareness that at
times we too, like Nikodemus, falter; feel confusion; feel our vulnerability, because
He does put His finger on the things we’d rather have Him not touch.

Dare let Him do exactly that, for His Name’s sake, while continuing to say,

Search me, O God, and know my heart!
Try me and know my thoughts!
24 And see if there be any grievous way in me,
and lead me in the way everlasting!

Amen



