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Ascending…Returning Home 

 

If you were asked to describe the world, that 

wouldn’t be a mission impossible. We know of this 

world and we see enough of its realities on tv; 

through social media, that would help us do that. 

But heaven…How would we describe heaven?  

The following words of a Dutch song give us a 

picture of heaven seen by a child and how that 

picture changes, 

When I was little, it was heaven  

somewhere up in the sky  

And you could only get there  

with a very last sigh  

 

Everyone was wearing white sheets  

and you walked golden streets  

about squares with fountains  

full of pink lemonade 

 

And you flew through white clouds  

And an angel held you  

And you could walk on water  

because the water was made of glass  

 

Everyone was happy there  

Never go hungry again  

No more pain  
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You only had misery here  

 

Everything would be different there 
 

But I don't remember…  
 

Where Heaven Is  

I don't know where I'm going after this life  

 

Then I saw heaven  

with the eyes of a child  

 

But it has disappeared forever  

Heaven has disappeared 

 

I didn't see any golden gates  

and I didn't see any fountains 

 

And I don't know anymore  

Where Heaven Is  

 

Sometimes I see heaven 

in the eyes of a woman  

But that mostly lasts really a moment 

 

Heaven only lasts a moment 

 

(De Hemel, by Stef Bos) 

 

The beautiful picture of heaven vanished, ’heaven 

has gone’. But then, these words sound: 
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‘sometimes I see heaven in the eyes of a women, 

but that mostly lasts really a moment, heaven only 

lasts a moment..’ 

After the horrific death of Jesus, the faith of the 

disciples was not restored in one day. Grief, fear, 

disappointment, bitterness…they must have felt all 

these emotions and therefore they needed time to 

work through them in order to hear again, to 

understand again . 

This period of healing is presented by Luke as ‘forty 

days’. Why ‘forty days’?  

It’s the language of Scripture, of both the Old and 

the New Testament. Israel’s journey in the desert 

lasted forty years; a journey during which they had 

to learn to trust God;  

Moses stayed on the mountain for forty days to 

speak to God and to receive the Ten 

Commandments;  

Jesus spent forty days in the desert where He got a 

visit from the devil, who tried to detach Jesus from 

His Father and so have Him to himself. 

Now a specific period is again indicated by forty 

days, during which time the disciples can be 

prepared for the task they’re called to do. 

Meanwhile Jesus keeps encouraging them by 

presenting Himself to them; by letting them see 

Him, and letting them hear His voice.  
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But what about this requirement from Jesus, not to 

depart from Jerusalem, but stay there until they are 

baptized with the Holy Spirit…? 

Consistent with Jesus’s way to Jerusalem during 

His time on earth, it is from within this Holy City that 

His disciples’s mission has to start. Stay there 

until… 

God is specific when it comes to the timing of His 

works; when it comes to the realization of His 

promises. 

And so it is from within the heart of Israel, 

Jerusalem, that the proclamation of the Good News 

begins… 

But then…Do you remember that Jesus went on a 

donkey to Jerusalem?  When He saw the Holy City, 

He wept…Jesus wept… 

Seeing Jerusalem now, He weeps, while suffering 

with all those who are suffering. 

Weeping with Him, we pray for peace, from within 

our heart…from within 

For faith begins within ourselves; given from within 

God’s own heart. That heart that became flesh in 

Jesus. The disciples were encouraged to be what 

He wanted them to be in the world: witnesses of His 

Son Jesus, who came from heaven, the place 

where God’s will was and is already done. 
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A cloud took Jesus back there. In Scripture, a cloud 

is the image of God’s hidden presence. 

From within God’s heart, in Jesus Christ, we too are 

encouraged to be what He wants us to be in this 

place, in our community and beyond it. He hopes 

we want to do His will and so be His ambassadors 

equipped by a faith that begins in our heart. 

 

Martin Luther King once said, ‘I have been on the 

mountain top’. Strengthened by that vision he was 

able to persevere in times of darkness.  

Jesus Himself had such an experience when He 

took three of his disciples, Peter, John and James 

when He went up the mountain to pray. 

And as He was praying, the appearance of His face 

was altered and his clothing became dazzling white. 

And two men were talking to Him, Moses and Elijah, 

who appeared in glory and spoke of His departure, 

which He was about to accomplish in Jerusalem. 

(Luke 9:29-31) 

At the morning of Jesus’s resurrection, when the 

women found the empty tomb, two men stood by 

them in dazzling white, saying:  

‘Why do you seek the living among the dead?’(Luke 

24:5) 
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And now, when Jesus ascends to heaven, and 

while the disciples are gazing into heaven, again 

two men stand by them in white robes. 

It is as if Moses and Elijah appear for the third time 

as witnesses of the Law and the Prophets, to 

strengthen the disciples, just as they always 

strengthened Jesus Himself. Jesus’s words and 

deeds were immersed in the words and wisdom of 

these two great prophets, who now say to the 

disciples 

“Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into 
heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you 

into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw 
him go into heaven. (Acts 1-11) 

The disciples are not left empty handed. They are 
given a promise, the promise that Jesus will return 
the same way as He left, on a cloud. 

We are not left empty handed. We have been given 
that same promise, that Jesus will return. 

God’s will was done on earth as it is in heaven, 
every time and everywhere where Jesus was and 
spoke and worked.  

One day, God’s will will break through, for ever. And 
with that, God’s Kingdom will break through. 
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The two men in the white robes say to us: Do not 
stare while not doing anything. Until Jesus comes 
back, make sure that here on earth you do what you 
have to do, with Him, through Him, while reflecting 
His love. 

Not through selling the good news as if it were a 
product, but through who you are. 

Heaven may only last for a moment. 

But let those moments, those glimpses of heaven 
give you strength and courage, so that the Giver of 
those glimpses of heaven can let you grow within 
His Grace. 

Hold on to His promise, as its fulfilment is described 
in the book of Revelation 

Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,”] for 
the first heaven and the first earth had passed 

away, and there was no longer any sea. 2 I saw the 
Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully 

dressed for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice 
from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place 

is now among the people, and he will dwell with 
them. They will be his people, and God himself will 
be with them and be their God. 4 ‘He will wipe every 
tear from their eyes. There will be no more death] or 

mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of 
things has passed away  
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5 He who was seated on the throne said, “I am 
making everything new!” Then he said, “Write this 

down, for these words are trustworthy and 
true.”(21:1-5) 

 

Amen 


