
The Song of Songs 

I wouldn’t be surprised if the Old Testament reading of this morning surprised you. It 
may even have caused some uneasiness. What does this book, ‘the Song of 
Solomon’, do in the Bible, why is it there? 

Solomon was a king of Israel. He was the son of king David and Bathseba. And of 
king Solomon it is said in the first book of Kings, 

And God gave Solomon wisdom and understanding beyond measure, and breadth of 
mind like the sand on the seashore, 30 so that Solomon's wisdom surpassed the 

wisdom of all the people of the east and all the wisdom of Egypt. 31 For he was wiser 
than all other men…32 He also spoke 3,000 proverbs, and his songs were 1,005. 

33 He spoke of trees, from the cedar that is in Lebanon to the hyssop that grows out 
of the wall…And people of all nations came to hear the wisdom of Solomon, and 
from all the kings of the earth, who had heard of his wisdom. (1 Kings 4:29-34) 

This morning you are given a glimpse, a taste of Solomon’s wisdom, imagination, 
creativity and boldness. For he describes both the emotional and physical aspects of 
love in all their glory, without holding back. God is not mentioned in the book. There 
is no spiritual hidden message in it. Instead, it is full of sensuality. But let’s not forget 
that the love between lovers with its sensuality, is a gift from the Giver; from God 
Himself. 

King Solomon was not only incredibly wise, he also had more than one wife. You 
may be even more surprised than you already were or even shocked, when you hear 
that Solomon had 700 wives and 300 concubines, so it says in a later chapter (11) of 
the first book of Kings.  

In his book called, ‘Unlocking the Bible’, David Pawson gives his story behind the 
Song of Songs.  

King Solomon had, apart from his palace, a country house in Hermon. A bit what 
Balmoral is for the Queen. A place for relaxation, for hunting, for writing love 
songs…just away from the responsibilities that come with being king of Israel.  

A young girl is left to do a lot of work for her grown up brothers and sister who all 
have been given part of an estate. She has to look after their different vineyards and 
she complains about it; about being a servant of her older brothers and sister. 
However, one day when she is working on the land, she meets a young man. They 
start to meet every day and then they fall in love; they fall madly in love. But there is 
one big problem for the girl. She doesn’t know who he is. Every time when she asks 
him questions about where he comes from; where he goes when he’s finished 
working in the field, he avoids answering them. Still, one day, he asks her to marry 
him. He then tells her that he needs to go back south in the land, to the city. So he 
leaves, with the promise that he will make all the preparations for their wedding. 

The time that follows is both the most exciting and scary time for this girl. Exciting 
because she is going to marry the man she passionately loves. At the same time, the 



time without him lasts so long. And then the fear kicks in….’I’ve lost him. I go and 
find him.’ She dreams both beautiful, passionate dreams, but also nightmares. 

Then one day, she sees, from where she stands, horses and chariots, coming 
towards her. When she asks who that may be, she’s told that it’s king Solomon, the 
owner, to check on his land. She never met the king before. When they’ve come 
near and she looks…she discovers that the king is her man! The man of her dreams, 
the man that she, in her nightmares, had lost.. Like everybody else, she knows that 
the king has numerous wives, and that therefore she is number…61..80? 

She goes with him, they marry and she lives in the palace. A banquet is held to her 
honour. She doesn’t feel any less than all those other, beautiful, pretty wives of the 
king. But that feeling doesn’t last. She feels unsure again. Not being his only one, 
she wants to go back to where they met, to the fields.  

But that’s not an option. For he is king and must be in Jerusalem. But, what about all 
those other wives?  ‘I am 

‘a lily of the valleys’…(2:1) 

Now, a lily may be a beautiful flower to us, but in Israel it’s only a small flower, like 
daisies in the field. That means that they can easily get stepped on. But when the 
king tells her that she, amongst the women, is,  

‘As a lily among brambles’ (2:2) 

she is reassured and happy. So happy that it makes her sing,  

He brought me to the banqueting house,   
    and his banner over me was love. (2:4) 

 
A wonderful, royal, romantic story, three days after the tenth wedding anniversary of 
the royal couple Prince William and his Kate. But the story still doesn’t tell us why it’s 
in the bible… 

Now, two weeks ago we heard how Jesus asked Peter three times if Peter loved 
Jesus. It made Peter sad that Jesus asked him three times, for He knew; Jesus 
knew, that He was deeply loved by Peter. 

Last week, we heard the story about the two men who were on their way from 
Jerusalem to Emmaus. Away from Jerusalem, away from all the distressing things 
that happened to Jesus, whom they loved; from whom they expected so much. Away 
from all that to pick up their old life, as they had it before they met Jesus. But as they 
were talking, they were joined by a man. He explained that what had happened in 
Jerusalem had been foretold by the prophets. Things started to fall into place. But it 
was not until they sat at the table, when their guest broke the bread, blessed, and 
gave it to them that they recognized Him…it was Jesus Himself… Their eyes were 
opened and they said to each other:  



‘Did not our hearts burn within us while He talked to us on the road, while he opened 
to us the Scriptures? (Luke 24:32) 

Like the two men on their way to Emmaus, we often don’t recognize straight away 
when He joins us on our way, while we are busy. We don’t see, until our eyes are 
opened, that it is Him, of Whom it is proclaimed in Isaiah, 

    For your Maker is your husband, 
    the LORD of hosts is his name; 

and the Holy One of Israel is your Redeemer, 
    the God of the whole earth he is called. (54:4) 

Him, who revealed Himself in Jesus Christ, who is our Lord, our Groom; the 
Bridegroom of His Church.  

When the men in Emmaus recognized Him, Jesus vanished. They could not see 
Him, but they could feel Him.  

Exactly as it is said in our New Testament reading, 

Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God 
(1 John 4:15) 

The very same thing is said in The Song of Solomon, 

Set me as a seal upon your heart, as a seal upon your arm…(Song of Solomon 8:6) 

Here we have it, the answer to the question why, ‘The Song of Songs’, in all its 
boldness, has its place in the Scriptures. It’s because of God’s own deep love for 
us…and therefore, His deepest desire is that He’ll be carried by us, as a seal upon 
our heart. 

 

Amen 


