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Believing without seeing 

 

Noah and the ark…who does not know that story? 

Noah who moved into a crisis and came out of it; 

slowly, cautiously. 

We moved into a crisis, more than a year ago, and 

now, we’re moving out of it, slowly, cautiously.  

Our readings of this morning are also about the 

passing of a crisis. 

The bible is a book about life. And life has a certain 

rhythm. 

Our routine seemed to be the most normal thing, we 

saw seasons come and go, we had our meals out,  

organized holidays, did all the things we had taken 

for granted for so long…until the crisis happened. 

And with that crisis the solidness of the certainties 

that we created for ourselves lost their solidness. 

But it also created time and space for reflection on 

what we had taken for granted for so long.  

Hopefully, we have reviewed the way we see and 

hear. A review that may turn our faith more into that 

of a child. For Jesus said, 

Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become like 

children, you will never enter the kingdom of 

heaven. (Matthew 18:3) 
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So let’s be reminded that each day is a gift from 

God. Let’s go back to the first day that came into 

being, through the very first words God spoke:   

3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 
4 And God saw that the light was good. And God 

separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the 

light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there 

was evening and there was morning, the first day. 

(Genesis1:3-5) 

But before He spoke these very first words, God’s 
Spirit was hovering over the face of the waters, 

The earth was without form and void, and darkness 
was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God 
was hovering over the face of the waters. (Genesis 

1:2) 

It is that same Spirit again that, in our two readings, 
transforms.  

In the book of Ezekiel, Israel finds itself in exile, in a 
strange land. They’re in crisis; in despair. They’re 
homesick. They weep, longing for a return to 
Jerusalem. Their faith in God had gone…except for 
one: Ezekiel. Not that he had much faith. When 
God, in His Spirit, took Ezekiel and put him in the 
valley full of bones, and asked him: ‘What do you 
think Ezekiel, can these bones live again…?’ 
Ezekiel didn’t say ‘Yes’, for believing that those 
dead bones could live again, that was a bit too 



3 
 

much to believe. But he didn’t say, ‘No’, either. For 
that would mean that he, like the rest of Israel, had 
lost all his faith. And that was not the case. So 
Ezekiel says, ‘You know Lord’. 

And then, he is told by God to prophesy to these 
bones. A crazy thing to do. Yet, while Ezekiel 
prophesies, as he is commanded by God, the 
bones change…first, there’s a rattling sound, then 
movement of the bones, they come together…then 
sinews come on them…followed by the covering of 
flesh…a change, step by step. But one thing is still 
missing: breath. 

Therefore God made Ezekiel prophesy again, 
saying, 

Thus says the Lord GOD: "Come from the four 
winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that 
they may live.” 

And then… 

the breath came into them, and they lived and stood 
on their feet, an exceedingly great army. (Ezekiel 

37: 9-10) 

New life, after death. 

What about Thomas? 
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Thomas shows us the full depth of the crisis he and 

the disciples had gone through. 

After Jesus had been arrested, the disciples had 

separated; spread out in the city of Jerusalem. They 

were like scattered sheep, after they had their last 

Supper with their Lord.  

Now, they’re together again. Unsure, nervous 

without their Shepherd. The disciples were 

somewhere in Jerusalem, behind locked doors out 

of fear that the fury of their fellow Jews had not 

subsided.  

But in the midst of their fear, Jesus appears.  

‘Peace be with you’ 

Jesus says. It is a greeting that is said numerous 

times on a day but after the deep, intense crisis that 

had happened, that greeting has become new 

again. New while being immersed in its original, true 

significance. 

Peace be with you; peace for you who betrayed 

Jesus; for who is stuck within guilt and shame; for 

who has locked the doors, within them, out of fear. 

Right there Jesus shows his wounds. Not to 

demonstrate how badly He has been treated…no, 

to show how within His glorified body also His 

wounds are glorified. He has overcome death.  
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Jesus’s wounds transform the disciples’ fear into 

joy. 

The wounds that are inflicted by human beings, how 

horrific they may be, they don’t have the last word… 

In Jesus there is a life that cannot be destroyed; a 

goodness that cannot be annulled by death; a 

peace that cannot be robbed off. 

And then Jesus says for the second time: 

“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, 
even so I am sending you.(John 20:21)” 

And when he had said this, he breathed on them 
and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.(John 

20:22) 

In the beginning, when God had completed the 
creation of the earth, He created man. God 
breathed into the nostrils of man the breath of life, 
God’s breath of life. The same is happening here 
again…  

‘Peace be with you’ 

And with these words, the Holy Spirit enters and 
enables the disciples to breathe again, in freedom. 

However, Thomas, one of the disciples, was not 
here when this happened. They told him, what had 
happened, but he didn’t believe.  
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Thomas had always struggled with what Jesus said 
and did. And here, he has his doubts: And so 
Thomas represents our: 

‘I believe it, when I see it..’ 

Thomas says that until he sees proof: the marks of 
the nails in Jesus’s hand; until he can place his 
hand in Jesus side, he won’t believe. 

Doubts, have their place in discipleship. They have 
their place in faith. 

And Thomas? Thomas got to see what he wanted 
to see, for Jesus came back for Him, after eight 
days. 

The eighth day, there we have that number again. 
And that is not surprising, for in the bible the eighth 
day stands for the day that exceeds our time 
schedule of seven days. That day belongs to God 
The normal life with its seven days on the calendar, 
becomes a life with God. 

Thomas’s life becomes a life with God again: God in 
Jesus allows Thomas to touch Jesus’s wounds. 
Jesus speaks to him, gently: 

‘Put your finger here, and see my hands…Do not 
disbelieve, but believe…’ (John 20:27) 

Then, when Thomas says 
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‘My Lord and my God!’(John 20:28) 

then, Thomas’s life begins anew. 

Let us, who haven’t seen, what Thomas had seen, 
live, every day of our life, in the light of the 
resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, making every 
day of our life, a life with God. 

For Jesus Himself said: 

Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 
believed (John 20:29) 

Amen 


