
Then it started to dawn… 

A conversation between two men; two men who are sad. They talk about what 

happened in Jerusalem and by doing so, they share the sorrow and disappointment 

they feel. 

They are disillusioned. That is something that we can feel too, here and now. That is 

a truth in their story and, at times, in ours. So, we are not different from the two men 

who are on their way from Jerusalem to Emmaus.  

It is true that not everybody is comfortable with talking about what makes them sad 

or happy. But whether one is uncomfortable or even, unwilling to talk about 

emotions; about what causes them, it doesn’t mean that those feelings are not there. 

They are. And if there is anyone who knows exactly that, and also what they are and 

why, it is God.  

It is Jesus’s death that has left the two men grieving. They had learned so much from 

Him, had learned to see things in a new way; see themselves and others with 

different eyes. Jesus had given them a new perspective.  

But all the joy that came with that, had gone. For Jesus had gone. He was killed and 

with that, all they had learned from Him, had been killed too. 

And to make things only worse, there are these women who talk about this empty 

grave that they had seen. Well, they hadn’t. Empty grave… what good is that 

anyway. It doesn’t bring Jesus back. An empty grave doesn’t bring Jesus back to 

their empty hearts. 

All they can do is get back to their old life, as it was before they knew Him. Therefore 

they decide to leave Jerusalem, to go back to where they came from: Emmaus. The 

two men who had lost direction and purpose go resolutely into the direction of 

Emmaus, away from Jerusalem. As they are walking and talking, they are joined by 

a man. 

That can happen to us too, when we are travelling, we can get to talk to a stranger 

and unexpected conversations can then emerge.  

As for the two men, unable to see anything else than that what had caused the 

emptiness they feel, the two men are also unable to see that the man who joins 

them, is Jesus Himself.  

Joined by Him, the men are first amazed that He doesn’t know anything about what 

has happened in Jerusalem. His unawareness prompts them to tell Him about this 

man from Nazareth who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all 

the people, how He was condemned to death by the authorities, and then was 

crucified by them. All that happened while they were hoping that He would redeem 

Israel. 

Now, here we have deep rooted thoughts; assumptions about the Messiah as he, in 

those days, was expected to be: the redeemer for just Israel; expected to save just 

Israel from their enemies. There is no awareness, no insight that it was the 

Messiah’s death that would bring redemption  



 

They give Jesus a stream of information, and Jesus responds, and they listen to 

Him. He responds by drawing them into the Scriptures. He takes them to Moses and 

the prophets. 

Throughout the ages, people, then and now, have taken and still take from Jesus 

only what fits in their thinking. Who Jesus truly is; His way that goes through the 

deepest darkness first, before coming into the full light… that doesn’t register. 

The two men had never really thought that deeply about Jesus Himself. It’s just 

easier not to think in depth. It’s much more convenient to avoid deep thinking and 

instead just keep going; get on with what we can get on with; keep ourselves busy 

with what is acceptable to us; with what can be kept under our control: the usual. 

But when Jesus joins you, the usual is turned into the unusual. 

What is unusual to the men is that Jesus shows them that what happened, 

happened in the light of what had been said in the Scriptures, the Psalms, the 

prophets: 

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 
    Why are you so far from saving me, from the words of my groaning? 

2 O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer, 
    and by night, but I find no rest. 

3 Yet you are holy, 
    enthroned on the praises of Israel (Psalm 22:1-3) 

The prophet Isaiah says: 

Who has believed what he has heard from us?   
    And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 

2 For he grew up before him like a young plant, 
    and like a root out of dry ground; 

he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, 
    and no beauty that we should desire him. 

3 He was despised and rejected by men, 
    a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief;  
and as one from whom men hide their faces 

    he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 

4 Surely he has borne our griefs 
    and carried our sorrows; 

yet we esteemed him stricken, 
    smitten by God, and afflicted. 

5 But he was pierced for our transgressions; 
    he was crushed for our iniquities; 

upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, 
    and with his wounds we are healed 



And so Jesus takes them through the many passages of the Old Testament. He 

shows them that what has been said by the prophets, has been realized. 

Here and now, many, too many see the Old Testament as standing on its own, 

separated from the New Testament. But Jesus doesn’t. He puts Himself in the light 

of what was foretold by God’s prophets. 

The sad journey of the two men; that journey from Jerusalem to Emmaus changed 

into a journey they had never anticipated. The complaints they shared with each 

other weakened; got silenced. Their empty hearts became a place where warmth 

started to glow. A change that happened when this stranger took them into His own 

secrets. And because of that, things started to fall into place; to make sense. 

It started to dawn on them… 

When they arrive in Emmaus, Jesus acts as if He is going to part from them, but they 

invite Him. They urge Him to stay with them. 

It is when they have their meal, that the eyes of the two men are fully opened: when 

Jesus breaks the bread, blesses and gives it to them. Then they see who the 

stranger is: Jesus Himself, He is alive! 

We can ask questions like: 

Why did they recognize Jesus only then, after He had spoken to them, all the way? 

And, did Jesus look different; sound different from when before He died?  

These are all clever questions, that come from our ways of thinking, but not from 

God’s, and therefore not from Jesus’s. Such questions are wrong questions as they 

don’t fit in the Easter story that tells us what we need to know, for our faith. Nothing 

more, nothing less. The Easter story is God’s salvation story, given to us. 

The two men had lost direction and purpose. But they received them back from their 

risen Lord. Then Jesus vanishes from their sight. They don’t see Him anymore, but 

feel Him. 

So, the Scriptures are open, their eyes are open, the grave is open. With all that, the 

way back to Jerusalem is open. So there they go, not away from Jerusalem, but 

towards Jerusalem, for that is the way of God in Jesus. 

They would have missed this Easter joy, if they hadn’t let Jesus show Himself in the 

words of the prophets. If they hadn’t urged Him to stay with them. It was their 

receptiveness to who Jesus Himself said He was, that made God open their eyes.  

Our turn now, to let Him do the same to us. 

 

Amen 

 

 



 

 


