Who do you think you are?

Heated discussions. You may like watching them and listening to them from a
distance, when they are happening on TV, or may you like participating in them. It
can be fascinating to see how people think ;react, express themselves in different
ways; are on different wave lengths.

What we have in our New Testament reading is a heated discussion, between Jesus
and Jews who had started to trust Jesus. They are proud that Abraham is their
father, which also means that God is their father. To them the two fathers are
intertwined.

Proof of that is that God calls Israel His firstborn son and so these Jews, who are in
discussion with Jesus, stand firm in what the prophet Malachi says:

Have we not all one Father? Has not one God created us? (Malachi 2:10)
This is challenged by Jesus.

If it is so that the apple doesn't fall far from the tree, then the tree is nowhere to be
seen where they are. Jesus says, ‘Nothing what you do shows that you are
Abraham'’s children. You do nothing that your father Abraham did.’

What did Abraham do then, what they fail to do?

Our Old Testament reading tells us what Abraham did. He received God and his two
angels with deep reverence and hospitality and humility. All this was reflected
through what Abraham did when God visited him. All this reflected that he was a
righteous person, for offering hospitality to travellers, was the highest quality of
behaviour in the Old Testament.

The travellers arrived when Abraham was dozing, but as soon as he opened his
eyes and saw the travellers, the hospitality was set into motion. He got up, washed
their feet; let them have a seat under the tree; gave them a piece of bread, but that
was not enough. He ran to Sarah to tell her to make cakes and he himself picked a
calf and gave it to a young man to prepare it. And then all this food was offered to
the travellers.

Then God asked, ‘Where is Sarah, your wife?’ Abraham answered, ‘She is in the
tent’. Then God gave, both Abraham and Sarah, the news that the son that was
promised to them by God, a long, long time ago, would be born this time next year.

Given their age, this was impossible. Therefore, it sounded ridiculous to Sarah, and it
made her laugh. God knew she did, and also why she did and said, ‘Is anything too
hard for the Lord?’ Yet, Sarah denied she laughed.

The contrast between the reception of God by Abraham and the reception of His Son
by the ones who insist that they are Abraham’s children, couldn’t be sharper. Instead
of receiving Jesus, who came from God the Father, they want to kill Him. That’s how



the heated discussion ends, the discussion between Jesus and the Jews who had
started to trust Jesus.

How did that happen? How did they go from beginning to believe Jesus to wanting to
stone Him to dead?

While Jesus knew that belief in Him was beginning to emerge, He wants them to
know who He really is. He wants them to know the full extent of who He is. That is
the always burning issue for Jesus.

The Jews He is in discussion with tell Him that Abraham is their father which implies
that God is their father. But Jesus brings into the discussion another father. As for
this father, then Jesus does see similarities in what they do. Here the apple doesn’t
fall far from the tree indeed. Jesus tells them bluntly that they look like their father,
the devil.

Here He has Jews who started to believe in Him, and to them Jesus says that they
are children of the devil!l No wonder the mood changes.

Jesus points out the contrast between the devil and Himself. Jesus stands in the
truth, the devil doesn’t.

Murder and lies are the things that come from the devil. They are rooted in the devil,

Think of the garden of Eden. There the devil ripped Adam and Eve off their perfect
life in that perfect place: away from the tree of life. Driven by jealousy of God, the
devil always makes attempts to harm; to undo what God has created. The devil is
never original in its thinking, it steals from God in order to do something with what
has been stolen, for the sake of its own honour . It never stands in the truth. From its
deceitful nature comes chaos, shame and hurt. Take the murder of Abel by his
brother Cain. What prompted Cain to kill his brother? Jealousy.

This idea that the devil is their father, as Jesus tells them, doesn’t help build the trust
that these Jews started to have in Jesus. Now they begin to think Jesus is a
Samaritan and possesses a demon.

Jesus responds to this is that His motives cannot come from a demon. The devil
seeks his own honour. Jesus doesn’t. He seeks only God’s honour and glory.
Because He stands in the glory of God, those who truly believe in Him will never see
death.

The tension grows. Jesus is really pushing it. Never see death...What are you
thinking Jesus? So here they come again with father Abraham. He died. And the
prophets died. ‘Do you, Jesus, think that you are more than them?’

‘Who do you think you are?’
The only way they can understand Jesus’s words is in terms of blasphemy.

Then Jesus says,



If I glorify myself, my glory is nothing. It is my Father who glorifies me, of whom you
say, ‘He is our God.”®° But you have not known him. | know him. If | were to say that |
do not know him, | would be a liar like you, but | do know him and | keep his word. *°

(John 8:54-55)

No ego-massaging for Jesus. It is all about His Father. This Father honours His Son.
This God is the God the Jews are so proud to have as Father. From this God, Jesus
comes. This God is the God of heaven and earth, of life and death. That is the
reason why those who believe in Jesus who belongs to God, won'’t see death.

That is the truth that Jesus proclaims.

You may feel sympathy for the Jews who hear the words of Jesus; words that are
never easy to hear. They are not easy to hear because His words don’t follow human
thinking, but God’s. So here we have a discussion that shows the different wave
lengths that Jesus and the Jews are on.

As Christians we believe that Jesus is the Son of God. So why would we need to
bother hearing this discussion. We’re all right.

Well, the thing is that Jesus pointed out that while they said that they belonged to
Abraham and therefore automatically to God, they didn’t reflect the characteristics of
their father Abraham. Through his faith, Abraham received God and His promise
humbly, with reverence, when He appeared to Abraham..

Does our faith make room for the fact that there is so much more possible than what
we can see, what we can think of? God can do so much more than we can imagine.
By pointing out to the Jews what He did point out, Jesus asks us the question:

Do what we are and do, reflect the character of Jesus, to whom we belong? Do we
show who He truly is as the son of His Heavenly Father of whom He is the perfect
image? Do we love, not on our terms, but as He does?

So, this apple that has fallen off the tree which it belongs to? What is visible in who
we are and what we do, so that to whom we belong is visible?

The apple doesn’t fall far from the tree...or does it?
Who do you think you are?

Amen.



