
‘Who caught whom?’ 

 

Since March last year we have, collectively, put 

efforts in fighting an enemy; a virus that goes 

against the purpose that God has for each one of 

us: life in freedom. Freedom to move about, to meet 

loved ones; to worship together; to do what we 

enjoy; to do the so many things we’ve taken for 

granted  

A collective approach. We have that also in two of 

our bible readings today. It’s a collective approach 

that is required to keep pure the bond between 

Israel and God. Keeping that bond pure, without 

stains, through the law of of Moses is crucial, for if 

the rules of that law are obeyed, then each person 

has the space, the opportunity to live, to develop, to 

grow, as those rules set boundaries. Within those 

boundaries, life is lived in the light of the love of the 

Giver of that law, God Himself.  

He was the one who had given Israel their freedom 

when He led them out of slavery from Egypt. He did 

that with Moses, who was chosen by God to be 

Israel’s leader. And at some point, while they were 

wandering in the desert, God gave rules to Moses, 

the Ten Commandments. By obeying those rules, 

the freedom Israel had been given would be 

maintained. 



So freedom in the bible means something different 

from what we have in mind. There, freedom means 

a life with God; within the bond with God that 

protects against the numerous other gods. And that 

protection is needed as those gods prompt ego 

massaging. And with ego massaging comes chaos 

and misery. That is why the God of Israel demands 

that temptations to go after other gods are resisted. 

The person who gives in to temptations ; who lets 

him/herself be pulled away from God, commits 

idolatry And the person committing idolatry, faces 

fatal consequences: he or she needs to be 

removed; eliminated, killed. Killed, ‘by the hand of 

all people’. And so evil, idolatry, shall be purged 

from their midst, collectively.  

The same collective purging of evil is required for 

both woman and man who are caught in adultery. 

That is also in the law of Moses. 

If a man is found lying with the wife of another man, 

both of them shall die, the man who lay with the 

woman, and the woman. So you shall purge the evil 

from Israel. (Deuteronomy 22:22) 

Adultery is what we have in our New Testament 

reading. This sin is brought to Jesus while He is 

teaching in the temple. Scribes and Pharisees 

bring, with excitement, a woman to Jesus who has 

been caught in the act of adultery. The man, who 



according to the law is also to be condemned, is 

nowhere to be seen. 

Here you go Jesus; Rabbi. ‘What do you say about 

this?’ What they think is: ‘Now we’ve got You!’ 

Jesus is caught, they think. If He says. that the 

woman must not be put to death, then Jesus goes 

against Moses’s teaching. If He says she must be 

killed, then all His talk about love.is just pious, 

empty talk. And since they all together, collectively 

must kill her, nobody will personally be responsible 

for her death. 

This looks good for the gentlemen: they stand 

strong. They obey the law. And isn’t it always good 

watching others being judged, while you yourself 

are justified by the same God who condemns 

someone else!  

This is a truth not only for those scribes and 

Pharisees. This is truth for all women and men, then 

and now. 

The sin of this woman is of course a convenience 

that serves a bigger purpose. The woman is a 

means by which they can catch Jesus. They’ve 

been trying to do that for so long. How does Jesus 

deal with this? 

Jesus’s reply to the gentlemen is that He bends 

down and writes on the ground. Jesus seems to 

ignore not only their question but their presence as 



well. But they don’t give up, they keep asking Jesus 

and then He stands up and says something with 

they are caught: 

‘Let him who is without sin among you be the first to 

throw a stone at her (John 8:7) 

 Jesus knows about their sin. A sin that has nothing 

to do with the woman, but everything with Him. Sin 

that lies in false motives; in cherishing hatred 

against Him, carefully thinking and calculating false 

accusations; planning murder.  

That is how they go against the law of Moses ! 

So with the statement: ‘Let him who is without sin 

among you be the first to throw a stone at her,’ 

Jesus brings the whole discussion to a closure. One 

by one, they leave, first the eldest.  

Jesus has put them in a position that makes them 

look at themselves; look at their inner selves. And 

doing so, Jesus puts them on the same level as the 

woman. With Jesus’s words, the guilt of the men, 

who are so keen on the woman’s condemnation, is 

being exposed, to themselves. 

 Not really the outcome they had anticipated.  

It is as if we hear the words of Mary that she said, 

after hearing the good news of the angel Gabriel, 

that she was pregnant with God’s Son, 



He has shown strength with his arm; 

    he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of 

their hearts  (Luke 1:51) 

Jesus unmasks. There are no layers that we build 

around our hearts; no walls, that He can’t go 

through. 

So the woman and Jesus are left on their own. And 

they have a short conversation. A conversation that 

isn’t about her guilt. Jesus knows about that. The 

point is that she hasn’t been condemned by neither 

accusers nor witnesses. As they had walked away, 

the case had been dismissed. 

 This creates space; room; for the chance for a new 

beginning. Jesus doesn’t say that what she’s done 

is ok. No, He lets her go without condemnation, but 

with the instruction to change her life; to make it 

better.  

Awareness of guilt is needed, for this woman and all 

women and men, in order to acknowledge the need 

to make new choices. 

Awareness of guilt from which we can be set free, 

only by God; as the Psalmist says, 

My eyes are ever toward the LORD, 

for he will pluck my feet out of the net 

Only God’s salvation, through His Son, Jesus Christ 

our Lord, sets us free.  



That is a truth not only for the woman, but for all 

women and men, here and now.  

The story shows how Jesus in His way, carries 

away the woman’s sin. Being without any sin, He 

would have been able to stone her to death. But 

that’s not why He came into the world 

For God did not send his Son into the world to 

condemn the world, but in order that the world might 

be saved through him.(John 3:7) . 

He is the Lamb of God that carries away the sin of 

the woman in the story and the sin of the world, the 

sins of you and me. 

 While that is so, He wants us to look at our own; be 

honest about our own so that we will be fully aware 

of them, when we look at the cross. What He wants 

us to do in relation to others is not criticize and 

judge…but love, as it is said, 

Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since 

love covers a multitude of sins. (Peter 4:8) 

Amen 

 

 


