
Not yet… 

 

None of us would have thought that the crisis that started last year, would still be 

shaping our lives at this time.  

There’s also a crisis in our New Testament reading. Crowds of Jews have gathered  

in Jerusalem, to celebrate the feast that commemorates how God kept them in His 

care during their journey through the desert, and it’s the feast that celebrates the 

harvest.  

But in the midst of that feast, God’s own Son is in crisis. 

We heard how Jesus of Nazareth disagreed with His brothers about going to 

Jerusalem. They wanted Jesus, their eldest brother, to go with them and show to the 

crowds of Jews, who were gathering for the pilgrimage feast, the signs He had done 

before. As His siblings, they gave Him brotherly advice. But it was not how Jesus 

thought. He said: 

The world cannot hate you, but it hates me because I testify about it that its works 

are evil. You go up to the feast. I am not going up to this feast, for my time has not 

yet fully come.” (John 7: 7-8) 

However, after disagreeing with His brothers, He did go to Jerusalem. Later, and so 

Jesus arrived late at the feast. And then things unfold. 

About the middle of the feast Jesus went up into the temple and began teaching. 

(John 7:14) 

So Jesus taught in the temple. 

Then, we hear that Jesus proclaimed as he taught in the temple, 

…Jesus proclaimed, as he taught in the temple, “You know me, and you know where 

I come from. But I have not come of my own accord. He who sent me is true, and 

him you do not know. I know him, for I come from him, and he sent me.” So they 

were seeking to arrest him, but no one laid a hand on him, because his hour had not 

yet come. (John 7:28) 

And now, in our New Testament reading of today, it’s the last day of the feast. And 

on this day, Jesus cries out: 

On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, “If anyone 

thirsts, let him come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has 

said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.’” (John 7:37,38) 

So, as hearers of John’s Gospel, we hear changes in Jesus’s voice; in how He 

speaks. 

When He, at home with His brothers, felt tension about going to Jerusalem, He knew 

He was going to be in crisis. He knew the authorities would try to get Him, to kill Him. 



At the same time, Jesus knew it was not yet God’s time for that to happen. That’s 

why He said: ‘My time has not yet come.’ 

What He also knew was that one of His twelve disciples was going to betray Him, for 

speaking to them he said, earlier in the book of John, 

“Did I not choose you, the Twelve? And yet one of you is a devil.”  He spoke of Judas 

the son of Simon Iscariot, for he, one of the twelve, was going to betray him. 

 (John 6: 70) 

Now, officers have come, sent by the chief priests and Pharisees, to arrest Him. This 

was what Jesus meant when He said that He was hated while His brothers weren’t. 

Jesus knew they would come to get Him, while also knowing it was not yet His time. 

All these things make that Jesus finds Himself in a crisis, in the midst of the 

confusion and division of the people around Him.   

And in the midst of His crisis, Jesus, who stands solidly in Scripture, whose mind is 

shaped by the words of the prophets who spoke before Him, Jesus stands up and 

cries out, 

Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of 

living water.’ (John 7: 38) 

Standing firmly in Scripture, Jesus uses the image as we heard it in our Old 

Testament reading, for Himself: a flowing river, 

And wherever the river goes, every living creature that swarms will live, and there will 

be very many fish. For this water goes there, that the waters of the sea may become 

fresh; so everything will live where the river goes. (Ezekiel 47:9) 

There’s a story about a ship that got into trouble in sea, but was not far from the 

coast. It sent a message saying it was in need of drinking water. The response to 

that message was that they should throw out buckets into the sea. To use sea water 

as drinking water is a foolish thing to do. It’s toxic. Kidneys wouldn’t be able to 

handle the amount of salt. It would kill the human body. But then, one of the sailors 

did carry out the crazy instruction and what he found in his bucket was fresh water: 

water that they could drink, as it was taken at a point where fresh water was pushed 

into the ocean by a river. 

Jesus knows the deepest need of the people. He knows their thirst; their spiritual 

thirst, even though they don’t know it themselves. Finding Himself with thousands of 

Jews at the Feast of Booths, He knows that He gives that what is desperately 

needed by them: joy that goes beyond the joy of a celebration of a feast of faith that 

is done according to the rules, but is superficial. 

While there is division among the people in Jerusalem, Jesus speaks, proclaims and 

cries out the heart of His mission. 



His words point to what will come. He will go to a place where they will not be able to 

find Him, as He will return to His Father in heaven. But not yet. It’s not His Father’s 

time yet.  

He will be found by those who are seeking Him, to kill Him. But not yet. 

And so we follow Jesus during this time of Lent, as He moves to the moment when 

His time will have come. When He will be found, arrested. When He will suffer and 

die.  

He goes before us at this difficult time of our crisis and after it. He is our hope and 

help in the midst of all our troubles. He goes before us in His perfect trust in God’s 

way with Him, that we may share that trust in God and share with Him the Victory 

that God had then in store for Him. 

Jesus’ intense feeling of what was going to happen to Him came out in words He 

cried out. Words that had been said long before Him by the prophet Isaiah, and that 

became flesh in Him 

With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. (Isaiah 12:3) 

Amen  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


