A very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all our readers. One par-
ticular reader who has reason to be extra merry is Douglas Pike who is the
lucky winner of our recent photography competition. He can be seen below
being presented with his prize - alovely digital camera kindly donated by
Tesco Stores, Redding -by Rev Jerome O6Brian. A warm C
come to a new contributor this month; the Braes Children and Families
Centre, Maddiston. The Centre works with lone parents and children
throughout the Braes catchment area and if you would like to find out more
about the wide range of services they offer then you can attend their FREE
Family Fun afternoon in January. Finally, | echo the sentiments of Council-

lor Malcolm Nicol not to forget the real meaning behind Christmas and to

say what a delightful and meaningful evening awaits those who can attend
the Watch Night Service at Polmont Old Church.

Email the Editor @ polmontnews@hotmail.co.uk
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Photography Competition
Winner

Congratulations to Douglas Pike & the winner of

our Photo Competition. Thanks to the Rev.

Jerome O6Brien for presenting
tal Camera generously donated by Tescos at

Reading. You can see the winning entry on an-

other page in this months magazine. Douglas

explained that the Woodland path picture was

taken with an Olympus SLR and the winning pic-

ture of the red tree was with a Panasonic Lumix

Polmont Community Council

Submitted by Rosemary Taylor

The next Community Council meeting is

Po ' o ' Monday 23rd January. As usual, all are
' fgl !: ou! c!' welcome to attend.

Cormmuoansi

Inside this issue:

Our Magazine Pages are in PDF
(Portable Document Format) and to
Photographic Competition Winner view them you require Acrobat
Reader.

Editorial

Community Council
St. Margaretés Primary School The advantage are
small file size and
fast download. Click
the image to find out
how to get a free
copy of the Reader.

Subscribe @

Polmont Church News

Meadowbank Library

Braes Councillors

Community Police

Polmont Rotary
Braes Family Centre www.polmontold.org.uk
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St Margaretodés Primary School

Submitted by Jackie Reid, Deputy Head Teacher

Nursery Success

Our new Nursery has recently had its unannounced inspection carried out by Mrs Nimmo

from the Care Inspectorate. We are delighted with their assessment of the standard of
educational experience our Nursery pupils are receiving, which has been categorized as

AVery Good / Excel l ent dMissKennedyg (Pencipmll Teaahsrp Mrs $new-

don (Nursery Teacher) and the Nursery Team have worked tirelessly to ensure our pupils

have continued to experience such a high quality experience over many years, including

throughout the amalgamation of the school -based, and Greenpark Nurseries. Many thanks
go to them for their expertise, dedication and commitment.

Quiz Team 2011

Again this session, we will be taking part in the Rotary Quiz, which will be held in the New Year. Our Quiz Team
will be busy preparing for this when we return from our Christmas holidays. In the spirit of Curriculum for Excel-
lence, schools are asked to submit questions in each of the 8 areas of the curriculum from which a random selec-

tion is used at different stages of the competition. For the first time, our Primary 6 pupils devised the questions

which will certainly challenge the contestants taking part. Many thanks to them for displaying such an enterpris-

ing, and independent, approach to learning.

PTA Christmas Fayre

We are completely overwhelmed at the fantastic success of the Christmas Fayre. The weather was on our side,
bringing a phenomenal attendance. Early indications of funds raised are in the region of a stunning £3,000!! We
will confirm the exact amount to you, when this becomes available. We would like to thank Mrs Shields (PTA

Chairperson), our PTA members, our staff, pupils and friends of the school, all of whom made this such a superb
community event.

Remembrance Service
Two of our House Captains, Ashley Crawford and Ross Keenan attended the Remembrance Service at Polmont

Old Parish Church with Mrs Bateman and Miss Reid on Sunday 13th November, 2011. They also laid the wreath,
on behalf of the school, at the Cenotaph afterwards. Many thanks to both of these pupils, and their families, for
attending.

Falkirk Football Club

Our Primary 2 and 3 pupils have had a fantastic experience working with Falkirk Football Club over the last six

weeks, learning a range of football skills. They will begin working with our Primary 1 pupils from Thursday 8th
December, againfora6 -week period.

Director of Educationd6s Retiral Tea

We were honoured to be invited to perform a song to mark the occasion of the retiral of our current Director, Mrs

Julia Swan.  Six of our senior girls attended a function at Sealock House on Thursday 24th November to deliver a

heart-wr enching perfor manceMrosf Sw@anl endaosniva.sd bly moved by the girl:
pressed her thanks for their outstanding effort. Our thanks go to Miss Hamilton who rehearsed the performance

with the girls, putting her own musical talents to excellent use!

Christmas Events
Our Primary 1 and 2 pupils have delivered wonder ful performanc
ing their Parents / Carers and local Senior Citizens with their eloquence, fabulous singing and acting.

Our Primary 2 pupils will be performing some Nativity songs at lvybank Care Home on 13.12.11 and will also be
performing in the Howgate Centre, Falkirk on 15.12.11 at 1:00pm to raise funds for the school.

All our pupils are getting very excited about the Christmas Party season, particularly with Santa making a guest
appearance at our youn dleof ounclagsdas hasetmage a fatbuiows gl of decorating our hall
with scenes from the Nativity story.

On behalf of all the pupils and staff of St. Margaretdéds Pri mar
in our community a happy and healthy Festive Season when it arrives.
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Polmont Church News

Submitted by Rev Jerome OO6Brien

Polmont Qld Parish Church Twinning of Polmont OId

= On the 11th December, we had
something of a tropical feel in

the Church in spite of the wintry

conditions outside. Over the last

two years, we have been working towards a Twinning of Polmont

Old with a Church in Harare, Zimbabwe, called Highlands Presbyte-

rian Church. This Twinning was made official with the signing of the

Twinning Agreement before the Congregation on the 11th Decem-

ber. This ceremony entailed giving the background as to how the

Twinning came about, an over view of the Harare Church, the sign-

ing and prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ in Southern

Africa. The Twinning is intended to foster friendships, share ideas

and to pray for one another.

New Members

On the 28th November, we had the privilege of welcoming 8 new members to the Kirk. Half of them were trans-
ferring from other churches and half were professing their faith for the first time. All of their journeys in faith

have been very interesting. Our new members are Clare Scougall, Laura Melville (whose entire family came to
support her in this step!), Jim & Irene Smith, John Wotherspoon, Norman Black, Bill & Dee Stacey. The Elders
came to the front to greet them as new members and
their journey of faith.

Christmas Concert

The Grangemouth Choral Society came to the Church on the 12th December and entertained with their usual
Christmas Concert. It was well worth it for all who attended and the Society is always good value. You know that
Christmas has arrived when the GCS are in town!

Choir Service

On the 18th December, the choir took over the service and led the congregation in a service of readings from the
Bible and carols. A lot of work went into putting that together and the choir did exceptionally well under the able
guidance of the new choir director and organist, Alison Hastie.

Messy Church

manner, sang carols and decorated ginger bread men. We had ROAST

Remembrance & Thanksgiving

the families of those who have lost loved ones during the year. This took place on Wednesday 21st December at
7:00 p.m. in the Church. There was a big gathering in the Church and those who attended all commented that it
had been helpful to them and strengthened them for the rest of the season, especially as they are very aware
that there will be an empty place at their tables this Christmas.

Watch Night Service

Then there is the Watch Night Service starting at 11 p.m. on the 24th December in the Church. We usually have
about 30 minutes of carol singing and then there is a play of some sort interspersed by carols. | have been told
that the play this year ought to be quite something and we can expect an angelic visitor or two,

Christmas Day Service

Then, of course, Christmas Day in the church at 11 pm. for a short gathering to give thanks to God for the day,
share some carols together, a few stories and early home for lunch. All are welcome to these events and may
God bless you richly this season and in the year to come.

we

Sunday evening saw the Messy Church at work again. There was a great turn-
out of folk for the occasion in the hall on the Main Street. Part of the Messy
Church was a Christingle service where we decorated oranges in the traditional

CHICKEN for our meal as well as a chocolate fountain. We also did the Christ-
mas nativity story with a little help from small volunteers from the audience.

The other event to report on is the Remembrance & Thanksgiving service for

asked

1 ——
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Meadowbank Library

Submitted by Karen Cummin
Weather Conditions

Like everyone else this month, Meadowbank has already been affected
by the weather conditions. First the snow, then the high winds on
Thursday the 8th, which resulted in the library closing at 1pm.

I f bad weather continues and peopl e a
it into the library, we can renew items by phone (01324 503870) or you

can sign up foron  -line services and renew your items on the council

website. We will do our best to keep customers up to date. Look for the

latest information on the council website and you can also check Central

FM.

Christmas Opening Hours

The library will be closed this year on Monday 26th & Tuesday 27th December and also on Monday 2nd & Tues-
day 3rd January. On Thursday 29th December we will close at 5pm instead of the usual 8pm.

Childrends Christmas Craft Session

We had a very successful Christmas themed craft session this year on Saturday 17th December from 10.30 i
11.30am. The children and staff made Christmas cards, calendars and baubles with penguins inside and finished
off with chocolates to eat and take away. A fun time was had by all.

Letters to Santa

Remember your fASanta | etterso. Throughout December we wil/|
to Santa.

More information on the above or any of the library services can be obtained by phoning 503870 or emailing
meadowbank.library@falkirk.gov.uk

All staff at Meadowbank Library would like to wish our customers a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

The Braes Councillors
Submitted by Clir Malcolm Nicol

Braes Councillors #vondale Meeting

Well weather wise so far so good, with
thankfully the snow of the last two years having barely made an appearance.
The high winds earlier in December did however cause me to have to cancel
the public meeting that | had set up regarding the issue of the smells from
the Avondale site. This will now be held in the New Year.

St . Margaretédéds Nativity
It was sad to read in the national press how many schools no longer have
nativity plays for fear of causing offence! However, | ocal

only happily continues the tradition but | was delighted to receive a Christmas card from the school bearing the
image of the Three Wise Men. This being noteworthy shows how far both secularisation and political correctness
now pervades our society.

It has been custom for many years for a primary school to sing before the December meeting of the Full Council.
This year the children were very good in their singing and enthusiasm but you would have been hard pushed to
recognise that they were there to celebrate a Christian festival. No "Silent Night" or "Away in a Manger" just the
secular anthems, that now, to a huge section of society, are the music of Christmas.

In conclusion could | take this opportunity to wish you not so much "Happy Holidays" but the hope that you had
a very Happy Christmas! ... and a Good New Year to you all.

As always if | can be of any help or assistance | can be contacted at: Malcolm.Nicol@falkirk.gov.uk

1 ——
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Community Police

Submitted by Community Police Team

Community Polic

Drink and Drug Driving Campaign

=

C Once again the festive season is upon us with parties and celebrations being
commonplace. We would encourage all involved to enjoy themselves but also

to act responsibly and not spoil their celebrations, or those of others, by driving under the influence. Central
Scotland Police is fully supporting the national drink and drug driving campaign over the festive period. This

year 6s festive d
time offenders who provide a samp

rink and drug driving campaign will see
le for analysis, which is three times the legal limit or more and also those of-

fenders who refuse to provide a sample for analysis without a reasonable excuse. As well as receiving a criminal
record, a substantial fine and an automatic 12 month ban, these drivers may now have their vehicle seized and,

on conviction, have it taken away

New Wildlife Officer Appointed

T for good.

PC Sarah Whelan has recently been given the role of Wildlife and Environmental Crime Officer covering
Grangemouth, Bo'ness and the Braes. She will be incorporating this into her Community Officer role within the
Inchyra area of Grangemouth. A Wildlife and Environmental Crime Officer would like to speak with anybody who
has any information or concerns regarding this subject.

This may include any of the following:

Poaching of deer, game or fish and

lllegal trapping, shooting, snaring or poisoning of birds or animals

The taking of freshwater pearl mussels from rivers

Badger digging
The collecting of wild birds' eggs

Digging up, or in some cases picking, wild plants

The introduction to the wild of non
lllegal international trade in wildlife

Hand Held Radar Patrols

-indigenous species

During the month of November 2011 Police in Grangemouth, Bo'ness and the Braes area, assisted by our col-

leagues in the Road Policing Unit were out in Force with the Hand Held Radar devices. A total of 115 hrs were
committed to this, making our roads safer for all users. Locations which are shown to be high in regards of injury

collisions or were of public concern

, were targeted resulting in hundreds of warnings, 32 speeding fines and 5

reports to the Procurator Fiscal for excessive speed. Speeding is always a concern and the message is clear that
if you choose to speed in these areas you will risk having a fine or losing your licence.

Winter Travel

Winter travel is a question of common sense and anyone making a journey should ask themselves if they really

need to travel when conditions are poor. No -one should ever place themselves at risk on the road network and it
may be worth considering postponing your journey or making alternative arrangements. If you are travelling on

the roads you should ensure you and your vehicle are adequately prepared for the conditions making sure you

have sufficient fuel and supplies such as warm clothing, food and water in the event you are delayed for several

hours. Charge your mobile phone and plan your route as well as alternative routes. Listen to media broadcasts
especially local radio and visit www.trafficscotland.org

Microsoft Software Scam

Please be aware there has been a couple of calls to the Braes area from persons who claim to be from Microsoft.
They then try to advise you that your software needs to be updated for security reasons. After this the caller will
attempt to obtain personal details such as user names and passwords and possibly even bank details. Be aware!
Microsoft and other large companies do not make calls like these. They are scans aimed and obtaining personal

information which can then be sold

on to fraudsters or used for personal gain. Do not provide any personal infor-

mation at all over the phone or via the internet. Reputable companies just do not operate in this manner.

POLMONT COMMUNITY NE WSLETTERJ
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Community Police Continued

Asbit weekend 16th and 17th December

The cold weather appears to have had a big impact on the activities of all during this weekend. There were al-
most no youth disorder calls all weekend, and very few calls regarding antisocial behaviour. This benefited all the
Braes communities and police alike. The community team were able to progress enquiries into a number of out-
standing incidents some of which have resulted in positive lines of enquiry being identified.

Cops in Shops

Over the Festive period you may have seen an increase in foot patrol by officers in the three main retail areas of
Grangemouth Sub Area Command. These areas are: Grangemouth Town Centre (La Porte Precinct) including
ASDA, Bo'ness Town Centre, and Polmont Centre and TESCO in Redding.

The officers are patrolling these areas to provide reassurance, prevent crime and generally engage with the pub-
lic. These local patrols are designed to supplement the Area Command 'Operation Christmas' initiative. If you see
the police in these areas, stop and chat. At this time of the festive season everyone is rushing about, however
take care of your belongings, keep them secure and don't let a moment of distraction spoil your Christmas.
Christmas Greetings

Patrols over the Christmas weekend will continue and | urge anyone who is not getting a quiet and peaceful fes-
tive holiday due to irresponsible actions of others to contact the police. Wishing everyone a quiet and happy
Christmas.

7 One Parent -
Wiy’ Families Scotland

Free Family Fun
Aftermoon

Thursday 12*" Januarxy 2012
at
Maddiston Community Centre 3:30-5:00

Hi Folks, We would like to invite everyone
from the Braes area to join us fora fun
family aftermnoon.

There’s going to be activities for the kids
and a chill out area where soup and cakes
will be available so if your free why not
come along and meet our new staff and
staxt 2012 the fun way.

= =

If you have any gqueries feel free to phone on:

01324711271
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Polmont Rotary Club

Submitted by lain Morrison
Kids Out

Polmont Rotary was involved in a Kids out event
at Polmont Young Offenders Prison. There were
around twenty children, teachers and carers, as
well as prison staff and a number of young of-
fenders who entertained the children. Foxy and
Wolfie helped in a number of the games and the
children especially enjoyed the asking Wolfie,
iwWhat 6s t
Time Mister
Wol f 20 When
the response, '
ADi nner
and they were
chased, the ex-
citement was
visible and
screams deaf-
ening. Other
games involved
a parachute,
soft balls, and
other props as
well as a game
of pass the par-
cel. Every one enjoyed the morning when Santa paid a visit the excite-

ment was palpable. Santa went round and spoke to every child and

gave them a small gift and then the prizes were presented and each
child got a small cup to mark the day
just the kids that enjoyed the day!! Thanks are due to all the staff and :
helpers at the prison, the teachers and carers and President lan Mac-
lean, and Rotarians, Nancy Rule, Mary Snedden and lain Morrison, who took the photos, and of course not for-
getting the kids, for all their help making the morning a success.

Santa Sleigh

The Polmont Rotary Santa Sleigh received a
makeover this year prior to its extended run to
the Braes Communities. Local children and fami-
lies enthusiastically welcome Santa and the

Sleigh telling us that they missed us last year due to the snow.
Thankfully this year the weather was much better although the
visits to local communities had to be extended as a number
had to be cancelled due to inclement weather.

At the last count the Sleigh raised over £6000 for Strathcarron
Hospice and other local charities. Thanks are due to all the Ro-
tarians and friends who helped as well as the local supermar-
kets who supported the collection and of course the general
public who gave so generously.
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Photographic Competition Winning Photos

Congratulations to Douglas Pike, Polmont, who was the winner of our Photo Competition. He submitted two pho-
tos. The first of the Red Tree was the winning entry. It was taken in Callendar park using a Panasonic Lumix
while the Autumn path scene was taken near Madiston using an Olympus SLR.
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